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AGssfaig American ainnan and son found aGve 

ANKARA (AP) — A U.S. Air Force pCot and his 10-vear-oId son 
who disappeared while sluing were found alive Tuesday. survivinB 
pine days m freezing wilderness by holing up in a cave and eatinE 
snow. Lieurenant-Colonel Michael Ronald Couillard 37 and his 
youngest »n. Matthew, were last seen Jan. 15 on a sld lift j a the 
northern Turlush rcson of Kanalkaya, no kflomeues from 
Ankara, where the officer ts assigned. Mustafa Karslioelu. chief 
ptaridn M Bofp state hospital where Che pair were lint taken, 
said bod ifeiher and son were conscious but their feet were swollen 
from frostbite. Ine boy s condition appears more serious with his 
tight leg being swoDeo from the knee down." he added. Guner 
Ozmen, acting chief of national security, said Col. Comliaid and 
W? M " oght ^ys in a cave after losing their way in a 
blizzard. The cave was some five kilometres from the ski resort. 
Tljen Col. Coufliard went in search of help, walking about a 
kilometre until he found an unbeated cottage in a state- forestry 
camp in Afadag Valley. After a day in the cottage, forest workers 
found the pilot, who then led rescuers to his son. Dr. Ozmen 
added. 
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Netanyalm wants army to attack militants 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — The leader of Israel's right-wing opposition 
on Tuesday called for a freer band for the army so it could strike at 
militants in their own bases. Benjamin Netanyahu, head of the 
Likud Party, told parliament: "We must give back the Israeli army 
its freedom of manoeuvre, and announce that there will not be any 
new safe havens in Judea and Samaria (West Bank) like in Gaza. 
"Then we must attack terrorists inside their own bases." ‘Hie 
opposition leader added that “we must give Palestinians auton- 
omy, but in no case a state.” All of Israel's right-wing parties 
called for a suspension of autonomy talk.-, with the Palestinians 
after militants killed 19 people in a double suicide bombing near 
the Israeli coastal resort of Netanya on Sunday. Mr. Netanyahu 
was speaking during a debate on a vote of censure of the 
government, following its partial freezing of Jewish settlement 
building around Jerusalem. The motion, brought by the right- 
wing, was rejected by 61 votes to 53, with six abstentions. The 
ultra-orthodox Jewish party Shass, which normally supports the 
ruling coalidon, voted against the government. 
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King honours 
S. Korean envoy 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday conferred on North 
Korea's Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Gung Sok Ung- the 
Jordanian Independence 
Medal of the First Order on 
the occasion on the ambassa- 
dor’s end of duty in Jordan. 
The medal was presented to 
the outgoing ambassador by 
Nayef AJ Hadid, the Foreign 
Ministry’s secretary general, 
at a lunch given in ms hon- 
our. 

Jerusalem settlers 
defy government 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The heads of settle- 
ments around Jerusalem 
threw down the gauntlet to 
the government on Tuesday 
setting up a forum to boost 
construction. The move was 
announced as a direct chal- 
lenge to Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin who on Sunday 
set up a special ministerial 
committee to control new 
building in “greater Jeru- 
salem." Local authority 
chiefs from Jerusalem and 
the settlements of Maale 
Aduraim, Givat Zee, Gush 
Etzion, Efrat and Be tar met 
Tuesday in the Holy City and 
announced "cooperative 
efforts aimed at fighting to 
maintain the momentum in 
construction and develop- 
ment of the entire area.” 

Prince Sultan hails 
talks with Yemenis 

RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia has hailed talks with 
Yemeni officials aimed at set- 
tling a border dispute, saying 
they are being conducted in a 
“fraternal" spirit. Defence 
Minister Prince' Sultan Ben 
Abdul Aziz, quoted by the 
official news agency SPA, 
told the Saudi cabinet Tues- 
day the talks “are taking 
place in a fraternal spirit with 
the aim of reaching a joint 
approach to all the outstand- 
ing problems between the 
two countries.” The Yemeni 
delegation led by Parliamen- 
tary Speaker Sheikh Abdul- 
lah A1 Ahmar has been in 
Riyadh since Sunday. Sheikh 
A1 Ahmar told AFP two 
countries had agreed to set 
up a joint committee to out- 
line an accord to settle the 
60-year-old dispute and dis- 
cuss ways to develop Saudi- 
Ycmem ties. 

7 sentenced to 
death In Algeria 

ALGIERS (AFP) — An 
Algerian court on Tuesday 
banded down death sent- 
ences against seven people, 
six of them still on the ran, 
for the October 1993 abduc- 
tion of three French consular 
officials. The special court 
also handed down jail terms 
against other defendants, in- 
cluding one life term, another 
of 20 years, two of eight 
years, one of three and 
another of six months. Five 
people were acquitted. The 
only defendant sentenced to 
death to be in conn was 
Mohammad Ait Bellouk, a 
Moroccan accused of having 
driven the vehicle used in the 
kidnap. His mother, Fatma- 
Zohra, accused of having 
kept watch over Michele 
Thevenot, one of the consu- 
lar official kidnapped, was 
handed a six-month prison 
sentence. 

Iraq to return 
Kuwaiti property 

KUWAIT (AP) — Iraq will 
resume next month returning 
Kuwaiti possessions taken 
during its seven-month 
occupation of the emirate, 
the Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA) reported Tuesday. 
It quoted Sulahnan Majed A1 
Shaheen, a Foreign Ministry 
under-secretary, as saying a 
senior United Nations official 
informed him of Iraq’s deci- 
sion Monday. 
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Arafat visits Jordan today; 
accords ready for signing 

Understanding on Jerusalem, Agreements seen to herald 
mutual needs clear the air well-founded relationship 


By Ghadeer Taber 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat arrives 
here today amid high hopes 
that his talks with His Majes- 
ty King Hussein will put an 
end to a long period of ten- 
sion and suspicion that char- 
acterised Jordan-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) relations amid the in- 
tricacies of Middle East 
peacemaking. 

A joint Jordanian- 
Palestiman ministerial team 
laid the groundwork for the 
visit of Mr. Arafat, who is 
expected to sign a much- 
delayed, wide-ranging 
memorandum of understand- 
ing and cooperation, with 
Jordan. 

Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti told journal- 
ists on the eve of Mr. Arafat’s 
visit that the agreement rep- 
resents “a general framework 
organising bilateral relations 
in addition to protocols to be 
pot in place by experts.” 
(Continued on page 7) 


‘No Palestinian 
passport for 
Jordanians' 

JORDAN said Tuesday it 
would not allow Jordanians 
to carry Palestinian passports 
unless the Arab League re- 
moves a ban on dual Arab 
national! ty. 

A Jordanian official in- 
volved in the Jordanian- 
Palestiman negotiations said 
the subject was not on the 
agenda of the talks but that 
the issue was brought up in- 
formally by ministers of the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity on the sidelines of the 
negotiations. 

“The Jordanian position is 
to abide to the resolutions of 
the Arab League which do 
not permit dual Arab 
nationalities,” said the offi- 
cial. “But if there is any other 
proposal, it should be submit- 
ted through the Arab 
(Continued on page 7) 


By Lamis K. Andoni 
Special to the Jordan Times 

JORDAN AND the Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
(PNA) have reached a histor- 
ic agreement to formulate a 
joint strategy that involves 
close and constant co- 
ordination in the Middle East 
peace process and coopera- 
tion in all fields. 

The preamble for the 
general agreement, however, 
falls short of defining a future 
framework for the Jordanian- 
Palestinian relationship 
although it implies that the 
immediate aim is to support 
the Palestinian quest for in- 
dependence and sovereignty. 

The document, yet to be 
officially ratified, is the first 
political bilateral agreement 
since 1983 that does not de- 
fine the establishment of a 
Jordanian-Palestinian con- 
federation as the future goal 
for joint cooperation. 

The documents leaked so 
far involve monetary and 
banking agreements and indi- 
cate, however, that the door 


is left open for future options 
on forms of bilateral rela- 
tions. 

The accords, especially the 
economic part, draws the line 
between two separate entities 
and if implemented and de- 
veloped could lay the ground 
for a future form of unity — 
as the agreements involve a 
high level of integration in ail 
fields. 

As it is, the theme of the 
accords, at least the political 
preamble, is consistent with 
the repeatedly declared 
Jordanian position not to pre- 
define a future foim of bi- 
lateral relations. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
has said on different occa- 
sions that Jordan refused to 
commit itself to a federation 
or confederation before the 
Palestinians are free from 
Israeli occupation and can 
have a say about their ftiture. 

According to Jordanian 
officials, it is unrealistic and 
impossible to predetermine 
the form of the future rela- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Israel plans ‘ security’ 
border after mass arrest 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin unveiled plans Tues- 
day - to build a border to 
separate Israelis and Palesti- 
nians amid a crackdown on 
hardline Palestinians who kil- 
led 19 in a suicide bombing. 

A committee will be 
appointed by the cabinet on 
Sunday to draw up a “separa- 
tion plan” between Israel and 
the West Bank. 

Last Sunday’s bombing by 
Islamic Jihad was the fourth 
suicide attack in Israel in the 
last 10 months and led Mr. 
Rabin to warn that “total 
separation” was the only way 
to halt the violence. 

Mr. Rabin said he now 
wanted “to begin to give a 
concrete reality to the idea of 
separation.” 

The body would be given 
up to two months to draw up 
what he called a “security 
border" for the five-year in- 
terim period of Palestinian 
autonomy. 

It would not necessarily be 
the same as any political bor- 
der which might be agreed in 
negotiations with the Palesti- 


nians on a final agreement 
that are set to start in May 
1996. 

But he enraged right- 
wingers who accused the gov- 
ernment of paving the way 
for an independent Palestine. 

“Rabin is {preparing for the 
creation of a Palestinian 
state," said Moshe Katz, 
head of the Likud parliamen- 
tary party. 

The proposed fence would 
reportedly take about one 
year to build and cost S230 
million. Mr. Rabin’s cabinet 
first discussed the plan in an 
emergency session hours af- 
ter the bombing. 

Mr. Rabin told army radio 
that he expected that the plan 
“to gradually carry out the 
separation” would take about 
two months to formulate. 

Economic issues such as 
Palestinian employment 
would be taken into account 
but “the security issue is the 
dominant one,” Mr. Rabin 
said. 

Asked if the plan was not 
really establishing a de facto 
border, Mr. Rabin answered 
that “there can be security 


borders during the interim 
stage that will not be the 
permanent borders when we 
achieve peace." 

Uri Dromi, head of the 
government press office, said 
the plan would create a 
physical barrier to keep most 
Palestinians out of Israel. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres supported the proposal 
as a way to stop the bomb- 
ings. “The idea of erecting a 
security barrier definitely 
appeals to me,” he said. “I 
think we need physical 
separation so the terrorists 
won’t come in." 

As part of Israel’s counter 
strike against militants, 
troops raided homes and 
hideouts late Monday and 
Tuesday and arrested more 
than 60 activists in the Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad groups, 
Palestinian reporters and 
Israel Radio said. 

“We are waging an all-out 
war against Hamas,” said 
Major General Han Biran, 
top military commander for 
the occupied territories. 

(Contiri tied on page 7) 


Jordan wants Israel to sign 
NPT: options depend on Arabs 


By Ayman A1 Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan supports 
the drive to have Israel sign 
the nucle ar No n-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) but has not yet 
decided whether it will with- 
draw from the accord if Israel 
refuses to join it, a senior 
Jordanian official said Tues- 
day. 

The Kingdom’s ambassa- 
dor to the United Nations, 
Adnan Abu Odeh, told the 
Jordan Times the Kingdom’s 
position would be decided 
after the Arab League Fore- 
ign Ministers’ Council takes a 
decision on the treaty in 
March. 

He said Jordan's position 
will “materialise” within the 
positions of the Arab League 
and the Non-Aligned Move- 
ment, which are similar m all 
but the Arabs’ push to have 
Israel sign the treaty. 

Mr. Abu Odeh said the 
Arab League has entrusted a 
technical committee with 
studying the treaty and mak- 
ing recommendations to the 
Foreign Mi niste rs' Council. 

The ambassador said Jor- 
dan believes Israel’s acces- 
sion to the NPT will support 
the Arab-Lsraeli peace pro- 



Adnan Abu Odeh 

cess and will eventually lead 
to a goal supported by Israel 
which is creating a nuclear- 
arms-ffee zone in the Middle 
East. 

He noted that the Oct. 26 
Jordan-Israeli Peace treaty 
commits the two sides to 
work jointly towards the 
creation of a Middle East free . 
from weapons of mass des- 
truction. 

Article 7 of the treaty says 
the two sides will work to- 
wards “the creation of a Mid- 
dle East free from weapons 


of mass destruction, both 
conventional and non- 
conventional, in the context 
of a comprehensive, lasting 
and stable peace, characte- 
rised by the renunciation of 
the use of force, reconcilia- 
tion and good will.” 

Mr. Adu Odeh said the 
Kingdom, which signed the 
NPT in 1968 and sent the 
ratification documents ro the 
U.N. in 1970, has been con- 
sistent in demanding that the 
Jewish state sign it as demon- 
strated by its voting record m 
the U.N. 

Israel, which. Western ex- 
perts believe, has about 200 
nadear warheads, has consis- 
tently refused to sign the 
NPT and has never acknow- 
ledged possessing nuclear 
weapons. 

Egypt, a key player in the 
Arab League, has said it 
would not sign the NPT un- 
less the Jewish state joins it 
or commits itself to doing so 
in the future. Egyptian Presi- 
dent Husni Mubarak said 
Egypt will not budge on these 
demands. 

The NPT is to be renewed 
in a meeting of the 169 signa- 
tories in New York in April 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.S. freezes 
assets of 1 2 
Middle East 
groups 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— President Bill Clinton on 
Tuesday froze the U.S. assets 
of 12 organisations and 18 
people suspected of trying to 
destroy the Middle East 
peace process. 

The groups targened in- 
clude Islamic Jihad, the Isla- 
mic Resistance Movement 
Hamas. Hizbollah, the Pales- 
tine Liberation Front, and 
Kach, an extremist Jewish 
group, said White House 
spokesman Michael McCuny 
in releasing a partial list. 

Mr. Clinton issued the ex- 
ecutive order late Monday, a 
day after one of the deadliest 
bomb attacks in Israel. Isla- 
mic Jihad, which opposes the 
Arab-Israeli peace process, 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack. 

The presidential directive, 
which took effect at midnight 
(0500 GMT) Tuesday, also 
stops U.S. financial transac- 
tions and aims at restricting 
the ability of suspected 
groups an individuals from 
getting charitable donations 
from U.S. sources, he said. 

Mr. McCurry said that Mr. 
■Qjmon was to unveil in his 
state of the union address late 
Tuesday "a comprehensive 
anti terrorist package” which 
he will soon introduce in 
Congress. 

Mr. Clinton had joined 
other world leaders in conde- 
mning Sunday's bombing 
near Netanya, which killed 19 
people, including 18 Jewish 
soldiers. 

Sunday he called the per- 
petrators “enemies of peace" 
and expressed the White 
House’s fear that continued 
violence in the Middle East 
will undermine efforts to 
achieve peace between Israel 
and the Arabs. 

Mr. McCurry said of the 
executive order’s list: “We 
have reason to believe they 
are specifically involved in an 
effort to disrupt and destroy 
the peace process" by sup 
porting or participating in 
"terrorist activities." 

He characterised the orga- 
nisations and people on the 
list, all foreigners, as “the 
usual suspects.” 

The directive, issued under 
the International Economic 
Powers ACT, was to be pub- 
lished in the Federal Register 
later Tuesday. 

The Treasury Department 
was notifying banks of 
accounts believed ro be con- 
nected to the suspects, he 
said. 



His Majesty King Hussein with Sultan Qaboos Ben Said in Zamayem on Tuesday (Petra 
photo) 

King returns from Oman after 
reaffirming pledge for peace 


Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein returned home 
Tuesday after talks with Sul- 
tan Qaboos Ben Said of 
Oman. During the talks Jor- 
dan and Oman pledged to 
support the Middle East 
peace process until a compre- 
hensive settlement is 
reached. 

King Hussein met with Sul- 
tan Qaboos in Zamayem in 
the presence of senior Jorda- 
nian and Omani officials. 

King Hussein briefed Sul- 
tan Qaboos on Jordan's 
priorities after it signed the 
Oct. 26 peace treaty with 
Israel and stressed that the 
Kingdom would focus on 
building a better future for its 
coming generations, the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, 
said. 

The King emphasised that 
Jordan would continue to ex- 
ert efforts to achieve a com- 
prehensive, just and lasting 
peace in the region in accord- 
ance with the principles of 
the Madrid conference. 


which launched the Middle 
East peace process in Octo- 
ber 1991. it said. 

Jordan, the King under- 
lined, will also do its utmost 
at various levels to achieve 
better conditions for the peo- 
ples of the region which have 
over decades suffered be- 
cause of conflicts and the 
absence of security and sta- 
bility. 

The two leaders discussed 
Jordanian-Omani relations 
and stressed the importance 
of * bolstering them in all 
fields. 

They also called for sup- 
porting efforts exerted to 
mend Arab fences and unify 
Arab stands on various re- 
gional and international 
issues to serve the interests of 
the Arab Nation. 

The meeting was attended 
on the Jordanian side by the 
delegation acco mpanyin g the.. 
Kihg," which included His 
Royal Highness Prince Ali 
Ben A! Hussein, Royal Court 
Chief Marwan A1 Qasem, 
Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra’d Ben Zeid, the King’s 


military advisor Major 
General Hmeidi Al Fayez 
and the Jordanian ambassa- 
dor in Muscat. 

On the Omani side, the 
meeting was attended by De- 
puty Prime Minister for 
Financial and Economic 
Affairs Qais Ben Abdul 
Mun’em Al Zawawi, Omani 
Royal Court Minister Seif 
Ben Hamad, Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs 
Yousef Ben Alawi and In- 
formation Minister Abdul 
Aziz Rawwas. 

“By signing the (Oct. 26) 
treaty with Israel, Jordan re- 
gained ail its rights, and 
Jordanian land and water 
have been restored.” 

“We now face a new stage 
which we hope will be one of 
good and development for 
Jordan and for all Arab 
brethren." 

Jordan, he said, “will work 
incessantly by all means that 
can lead to the end of the 
state of no-war, no-peace 
from which the Arab World 

(Continued on page 7) 


Arab and 
Israeli 
leaders 
to meet 
in Paris 


PARTS (Agencies) — His 
Royal Higbnesss Crown 
Prince Hass an, Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres, 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat and Egyptian Foreign 
Minister AmrMusa will meet 
in Paris on Feb. 18, confer- 
ence organisers said on Tues- 
day. 

Along with French Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur, 
the leaders will address the 
opening session of a privately 
organised conference on the 
future of the Mediterranean 
region after Israel i- 
Palestinian peace and will 
have opportunities for pri- 
vate talks, the organisers told 
a news conference. 

The three-day session, 
organised by France’s Radio 
Sbalom and TF1 television 
station and the Egyptian dai- 
ly Al Ah ram, will provide an 
opportunity to discuss the 
way forward for the peace 
process. 

Mr. Peres and Mr. Arafat 
will arrive in Paris on Feb. 17 
and stay in the same hotel, 
officials said. 

French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe is involved in 
arranging several private 
meetings. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak and 
Morocco’s King Hassan II 
will address the conference 
by video link. 

The colloquium, entitled 
“The Mediterranean: After 
Peace What Future?", will be 
divided into three parts, de- 
voted to strategic, economic 
and cultural and religious 
aspects of the peace process. 

French participants will in- 
I elude Foreign Minister Jup- 
* pe. Defence Minister Fran- 
cois Leotard, and Budget 
Minister Nicolas Sarkozy. 
The meetmg will be fopnally 
opened by' Prime Minister 
Balladur, 


Libya urges end to ban 
after media revelations 


TRIPOLI (Agencies) — 
Libya on Thesday urged an 
immediate end to the U.N. 
sanctions, saying a Scottish 
report exonerated it from the 
December 1988 Lockerbie 
plane bombing that killed 270 
people. 

“Evidence is accumulating 
daily, exonerating Libya and 
the two Libyan” suspects, 
state-run Libyan radio said. 

“Western allegations 
against the Great 
Jam ho uri yah (Libya) are col- 
lapsing, its innocence is being 
proven (..) the unjust mea- 
sures should be lifted im- 
mediately," it added. 

The Scottish Daily Record 
said Tuesday that newly re- 
leased U.S. intelligence 
documents implicated Iran, 
not Libya in the explosion of 
the Pan Am Boeing 747 oyer 
Lockerbie, Scotland, alleging 
that an Iranian official com- 
missioned the attack for S10 
million. 

The documents, dating 
back to 1991, said Tehran 
was seeking to avenge the 
shooting down of an Iranian 
Airbus with 290 people on 
board over the Gulf in July 
1988 by the U.S. naval 
forces, the paper said, (see 
page 2). 

Britain and the United 
States have blamed two Li- 
byans. Abdel Basel Al Meg- 


rahi and Al Amin Khalifa 
Fbima, for the Lockerbie 
bombing and have been seek- 
ing their extradition. Libya 
has persistently claimed its 
innocence. 

The U.N. Security Council 
imposed an air and arms 
embargo on Libya in April 
1992 to force it to hand over 
the wanted men. 

Tehran on Tuesday denied 
any links with the Lockerbie 
bombing, saying the allega- 
tions were a Western cam- 
paign to sully Iran’s image, 
the official news agency 
IRNA said. 

“Any claim that Iran is 
connected to the issue is 
baseless," Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Mahmoud 
Mohammadi told IRNA. 

“These charges are part of 
the propaganda launched by 
the Zionists and certain 
Western circles to harm the 
image of the Islamic repub- 
lic." he said. 

“By resorting to such tac- 
tics, the Zionists seek to dis- 
tract world public opinion 
away from their acts of ter- 
rorism around the world and* 
justify their oppressive ac- 
tions in the Middle East." 

Mr. Mohammadi said Iran 
was itself “a main victim of 
terrorism and condemns acts 
of terrorism in all its forms." 


OBITUARY 

The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of 
■ Iran in Amman announces with deep grief 
the passing of the prominent Islamic per- 
sonality 

Engineer Mahdi Bazrakan 

who had served as the first prime minister 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran following 
the victory of the Iranian Islamic Revolu- 
tion. 

Mr. Bazrakan passed away following a 
heart attack at the age of 
The embassy will open a special register 
for condolences on Saturday, January 28, 
from 9 a.m. and until 6 p.m. 
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ReportsiU.S. document 
says Iranian financed 
Pan Am bombing 


LONDON CAP) — U.S. in- 
telligence officials believed a 
former Iranian interior minis- 
ter paid $10 million in cash 
and gold to finance the 1988 
bombing of Pan Am Right 
103 which killed 270 people, 
according to reports obtained 
by British newspapers. 

The former minister, iden- 
tified as Ayatollah Ali Akbar 
Mohtashami, was also found- 
er of the Lebanese HizbolJah 
group, the Times of London 
reported in their Tuesday 
editions. 

The report by the super- 
secret U.S. National Security 
Agency, written during the 
1991 Gulf war and declassi- 
fied Monday, raises fresh 
questions about the U.S. and 
British account of the bomb- 
ing over Lockerbie, Scotland, 
in December 1988. the Guar- 
dian newspaper wrote. The 
bombing killed all 259 people 
on the New York-bound 
plane and 11 on the ground. 

Western intelligence agen- 
cies initially were reported to 
believe Iran commissioned a 
Syrian-based group, Ahmad 
Jibril's Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine- 
General Command, to carry 
out the bombing after the 
United States accidentally 
shot down an Iranian airliner 
in July 1988. 

But after a long investiga- 
tion, that theory was side- 
lined and two Libyan intelli- 
gence officers, Abdul Basset 
Ali AJ Megrahi and Lamen 
Khalifa Fun ah, were charged 
by U.S. and British law en- 
forcement officials with being 
behind the bombing. Libya 
denies involvement and has 
refused to hand them over for 
trial, prompting U.N. sanc- 
tions against Libya. 

The Guardian quoted the 
report as saying: “Mohtasha- 
mi is closely connected with 
the A1 Abbas and Abu Nidal 
terrorist groups ... he has 
recently paid $10 million in 
cash and gold to these two 
organisations to carry out ter- 
rorist activities and was the 
one who paid the same 
amount to bomb Pan Am 
Flight 103 in retaliation for 
the U.S. shoot down of the 
Iranian Airbus.” 


documentary film. “The Mal- 
tese Double Cross," which 
challenges the official version 
of events. Produced by Allan 
Francovich and partly funded 
by Libyan money, it was 
shown to the press, diplomats 
and families of the victims in 
a room at the British parlia- 
ment last November after it 
was banned from the London 
Film Festival because of 
American and British press- 
ure. 

The film asserts that the 
United States sought to cover 
up the previously alleged Sy- 
rian connection to the bomb- 
ing. The reason, the film 
suggests, was partly because 
UTS. Drug Enforcement 
Agency officials may have 
known about plans for the 
bombing beforehand but did 
nothing to thwart them be- 
cause the officials feared 
compromising their own con- 
tacts with Palestinian groups. 

In 1989, the U.S- television 
network ABC quoted sources 
which it did not identify as 
saying that Mr. Mohtashami 
made the deal with Mr. Jibril 
to bring down Flight 103 and 
that the bomb was built by 
three men recruited by Mr. 
Jibril. 


The Guardian said the re- 
port was declassified after a 
request under the U.S. Free- 
dom of Information Act by 
lawyers representing insurers 
of the now defunct Pan Am' 
airline. The act allows the 
disclosure of many govern- 
ment documents. 

The report was then 
obtained by the makers of a 


Mr. Jibril publicly has de- 
nied any involvement with 
the bombing. 

In Washington Monday. 
Pan Am lost a supreme court 
appeal of a jury's finding that 
.it committed wilful miscon- 
duct in the bombing. The 
court made no comment in 
turning down the airline's 
argument that the trial judge 
wrongly excluded evidence 
that Pan Am officials thought 
they were complying with 
rules for inspecting airline 
baggage. 

A Scottish newspaper, the 
Daily Record, said the Un- 
ited States knew of Iran's 
involvement more than four 
years ago, before Britain and 
the United States issued 
arrest warrants in 1991 for 
the two alleged Libyan 
agents. 

Tough U.N. sanctions have 
been imposed on Libya for 
refusing to band over the 
men accused of being solely 
responsible for placing the 
bomb on the Boeing Jumbo 
jet. 

The Daily Record accused 
the United States of covering 
up details and added it was 
inconceivable Britain was not 
aware that the Lockerbie 
attack was revenge for the 
shooting down of an Iranian 
airliner by the American 
warship Vincennes in 1988. 


Japan protests Qadhafi 
remarks on earthquake 


TOKYO (Agencies) — 
Japan will formally protest 
remarks by Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi that the 
earthquake which killed 
more than 5.000 people was 
“divine punishment" for 
Japan’s ties to the United 
States, a Foreign Ministry 
official said Tuesday. 

On Monday, Libya’s offi- 
cial JANA news agency 
quoted Colonel Qadhafi as 
saying the Jan. 17 quake was 
“certainly and undoubtedly a 
divine punishment.” 

“Japan used to burry to 
donate its resources for the 
benefit of the satanic resolu- 
tions of America against na- 
tions and against any nation 
that America decides to 
suffocate," Col. Qadhafi 
said. “Japan provided the 
banging noose with its money 
and with its economic re- 
sources.” 

“Despite our compassion 
with the innocent victims of 
the catastrophe... we say tins 


(earthquake) is absolutely 
God’s revenge," the Libyan 
leader said. 

“We were expecting it and 
we prayed to God to do this 
to Japan,” he said. 

Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Terusuke Terada told a 
press conference that Japan 
would lodge a formal protest 
with the Libyan government 
through its embassy in Tripo- 
li. 


“Col. Qadhafi ’s statement 
severely hurts the relatives of 
the victims of the earthquake 
disaster and is grotesquely 
lacking in international com- 
mon sense," Mr. Terada 
said. “We very much regret 
the statement. 


Libya has been under Un- 
ited Nations sanctions since 
1992 for refusing to hand 
over two Libyans suspected 
in the 1988 bombing of a Pan 
Am jetliner over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, in which 270 people 
died. 


Seminar debates women’s development 


BY Sa’eda Kflani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Representatives 
of different sectors and institu- 
tions in the Kingdom and 
analysts on Tuesday discussed 
pressing problems fading de- 
velopment of women and 
population growth as a follow- 
up to the Cairo conference on 
population held in September. 

But the heated debate was 
not over who is with or against 
women’s rights, it was over the 
accuracy of the statistics and 
information given by the gov- 
ernment. 

la a speech entitled 
“Population in Jordan: Neces- 
sities of Development, Actual 
Figures and a Future Out- 
look," Musa Samha from the 
Jordan University presented 
an overall view of the changes 
that occurred in the last three 
decades in the social, econo- 
mic and political fields. 

According to Dr. Samha, 
foreigners represent 25 per 
cent of the labour force; there 
has been an increase in the use 
of contraceptives that has 
“probably” reached 40 per 
cent at present and unempioy- 
ment in 1992 was estimated at 
25 per cent. 

Participants in the one-day 
seminar, which was organised 
by the Jordan Environment 
Society in cooperation with the 
Friednch Naumann Founda- 
tion. took a special interest in 
analysing these figures espe- 
cially concerning unemploy- 
ment. One participant ques- 


tioned the lecturer over the 
accuracy of such a figure (25 
per cent) since the "govern- 
ment's estimates show unem- 
ployment rates at 14 percent.*' 

Another participant asked 
how unemployment, which 
was estimated at 25 per cent 
two years ago. could have 
dropped to 14 per cent at 
present while there are strong 
signs of an increase in unem- 
ployment. 

“Doubts are cast over all 
these estimates." Dr. Samha 
answered the queries. "Con- 
cerned authorities hide the real 
figures but the fact remains 
that the unemployment rate is 
quite high." 

Another issue debated was 
that of foreign labour in the 
Kingdom. Dr. Samha criticised 
the Jordanian mentality in 
terms of bow parents choose 
for their children the kind of 
specialties they should take as 
their careers. 

"AH parents want their chil- 
dren to become engineers and 
doctors and employ all means 
to do so." he said. "While 
Jordanian students are willing 
to work abroad in restaurants 
and cafes, they would not do 
such a thing in their own coun- 
try." 

Almost ali participants 
agreed on the need to upgrade 
the status of women but stres- 
sed that policies should be 
independent of any foreign in- 
fluence. In an opening speech. 
Walter Rudel. representing 
the Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation, highlighted the 


positive results the Cairo con- 
ference came up with regard- 
ing women. 

“If participating countries in 
the Cairo conference have not 
reached a general agreement 
(over certain issues) they have 
at least reached a consensus 
over the necessity to tackle 
population problems and give 
special attention to women's 
issues,” Mr. Rudd said. 

As a result of the Cairo 
conference, 517 billion will be 
available during the remaining 
years of the century to improve 
the education and health pro- 
tection of women and children 
as well as the integration of 
women on all levels of public 
and economic life, he said. 

“One important outcome of 
the Cairo conference was the 
concentration on better educa- 
tion for women." he added. 
“Well-educated women have a 
better chance to find employ- 
ment and hold medium and 
senior positions that will (en- 
able) them to be more inde- 
pendent. Working women de- 
cide for less children to give 
them better education and bet- 
ter chances in life.” 

Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and Environ- 
ment Nader Thuheirat said 
that Jordan suffers from a high 
population growth rate 
"This rate leads to an increase 
in the number of persons 
under 15 yeais of age and to 
the concentration of a large 
□umber of the population in 
the cities," he said in his 
speech delivered by Saleh 


Share*’, director of the en- 
vironment department at the 

ministry. 

The minister said that peo- 
ple should have the right to 
have as many children as they 
want. “This decision should be 
left to the family to decide 
upon its free will without the 
intervention of any official or 
non -official authorities." he 
said. 

The final session comprised 
the four speakers of the one- 

day seminar. Dr. Samha from 

the Univeirity of Jordan and 
Hussein Shakhatreh from the 
Ministry of Planning, Aida 
Mutiaq from the University of 
Yannouk and Senator Na’ela 
Rasbdan. 

While Ms. Rashdan stressed 
on the need to eliminate discri- 
mination in legislation as well 
as in practices. Dr. Mutiaq 
concentrated on eliminating 
discrimination between sexes 
in vocational training. She also 
said the country should draw 
new policies in all domains that 
would go hand in hand with its 
culture and traditions. 

Dr. Shakhatreh called for 
the introduction of sex educa- 
tion at schools pointing to 
some statistics that show be- 
tween 80 and 90 per cent of 
men have had sexual experi- 
ence before getting manned. 

"In the village where I grew 
up we used to talk about sex 
and learn about it through 
improper means. Why are we 
against teaching it to our chil- 
dren in an appropriate man- 


tier?" he said. 


U.S. warns Syria over ‘terrorists’ 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher has urged Syria 
to stop providing safe haven 
for "terrorist" groups in the 
wake of a bombing Jan. 22 in 
Israel, the acting spokesman 
of the State Department said. 

At least 19 people were 
killed and more than 60 were 
wounded when two bombs 
exploded minutes apart at a 
bus stop packed with Israeli 
military personnel near Nor- 
diya, in central Israel, The 
Islamic Jihad has claimed re- 
sponsibility for the bombings. 

Spokeswoman Christine 
Shelly noted that President 
Clinton issued “a very clear 
statement in reaction to the 
tragedy, condemning in the 
strongest possible terms the 
act of terrorist violence and ' 
calling upon those who have 
chosen the path of peace to 
condemn this act and to re- 
double all of their efforts to 
achieve a secure and lasting 
peace.” 

Mr. Christopher tele- 
phoned Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk AI Sharaa 
after learning of the attack. 
“We've made very clear to 
the Syrians the need to cease 
providing a safe haven for 
terrorist groups." Ms. Shelly 
said. 

“We have long been con- 
cerned about the presence in 
Syria of groups that engage in 
terrorism, including the Isla- 
mic Jihad," the acting 
spokeswoman said. "The 
presence of these groups in 


Damascus is one of the 
reasons that Syria remains on 
the U.S. terrorism list. We’ve 
raised this matter repeatedly 
with the Syrians and at the 
highest levels," she said. 

The secretary also sent 
messages to both Israeli 
Prime" Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres ex- 
pressing bis condolences and 
horror over the terrorist 
attack. Ms. Shelly told repor- 
ters. 

“We have been in touch 
with others in the region," 
she said, including Chairman 
Yasser Arafat of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). Mr. Arafat was urged 
“to do all in his power to 
preempt and control the acti- 
vities of those who carry out 
these acts of terror arid to 
apprehend and punish the 
perpetrators in areas under 
his authority." the acting 
spokeswoman said. 

“It is a tragic incident. We 
share the pain and anger that 
the Israelis feel at this type of 
event.” she told questioners, 
noting that the Israeli govern- 
ment. in a cabinet meeting 
late Jan. 22. decided to carry 
on their negotiations with the 
PLO. 

"As the president and the 
secretary stated in their mes- 
sages to Prime Minister 
Rabin, we must continue the 
peace process." Ms. Shelly 
said. “To do otherwise would 
hand the terrorist their 
greatest victory. Indeed, desr 


troying the hopes for peace is 
exactly what the terrorists are 
seeking." she declared. 

“What we’re trying to do is 
move the process forward 
and show those who wish to 
destroy the peace process 
that they cannot do that, that 
they will not be successful," 
the acting spokeswoman said. 
“That’s also the signal that 
the Israeli government, as 
recently as last night, has 
given." 

While the United States 
looks to the participants in 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess to signal their intentions, 
the United States will con- 
tinue to facilitate contacts be- 
tween the parties. "Certainly 
we believe that the contacts 
that we have helped to facili- 
tate are an important part of 
that process/' Ms. Shelly 
said, but she declined to get 
into a detailed discussion of 
the contacts. 

The acting spokeswoman 
declined to characterise the 
Syrian side of the conversa- 
tion between Mr. Christ- 
opher and Mr. Sharaa. She 
acknowledged she has not 
personally seen any “public, 
official response on the part 
of the Syrians. But that’s 
obviously something we'll be 
interested in seeing," she 
added. 

Pressed by reporters on the 
issue of whether or not the 
Palestinian authority headed 
by Mr. Arafat is doing 
enough to curb' “terrorists, " 
Ms. Shellv said statements 


issued in the aftermath of 
incidents such as these are 
certainly important. 

“But dearly the actions 
that follow those statements 
are even more important,” 
she said. “Therefore, actions 
that seek to apprehend and to 
punish perpetrators in the 
areas which fall under the 
authority of the Palestinian 
authority — that is also some- 
thing which is very important 
and which we track closely," 
she said. 

The acting spokeswoman 
pointed out that actions such 
as the bombings “can have 
certainly an impact on public 
perceptions and on the gener- 
al atmosphere" in which the 
peace process takes place, 
but she declined to get into a 
long-term analysis. 

Asked if the time has ar- 
rived to seek international 
sanctions against Syria, M$. 
Shelly said the United States 
feels that dealing with Syria's 
support for “terrorism” is 
best handled in our bilateral 
channels," noting that Mr. 
Christopher and other senior 
U.S. offidals take up the 
issue with the Syrians virtual- 
ly every time they visit the 
region. 

“It’s part of the ongoing 
dialogue.” she said. “We feel 
that’s, at this point, the most 
appropriate channel.” The 
fact that there are indications 
that Syrian support for ter- 
rorist groups continues "is a 
point of concern for us," the 
acting spokeswoman said. 


Drug dealers lead way in Israeli-Palestinian cooperation 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Drug dealers from 
Israel and the Palestinian ter- 
ritories worked together long 
before the Israel-Palesnnian 
autonomy accords, but the 
two sides' police officers still 
refuse to join forces to stamp 
out the illegal trade. 

Moshe Rodrigue, head of 
Israel's drugs squad, told 
AFP: “Israeli and Palestinian 
drugs traffickers worked 
together for years before the 
peace accords" which laun- 
ched Palestinian self-rule m 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho 
last May. 

“There is no religious or 
nationalist discrimination in 
this field.” 

He added, however: "so 
far there is no cooperation 
between Israeli police and 
the Palestinian self-rule au- 


thority's force in the fight 
against drop. 

•‘Each force operates with- 
in its own area.” 


Traffickers front both sides 
had set up various points of 
sale and circulation for drugs 
at entrances to Arab Easr 
Jerusalem and inside the city. 

‘‘These points, called 
Tahancut in Hebrew, oper- 
ated during the day and in the 
evening." Mr. Rodrigue said. 

In the past, the" Israeli 
police arrested many soldiers 
who dealt in drags from 
Lebanon, through networks 
which included both Israelis 
and Arabs, he said. 


During the intifada from 
1987 onwards, some Israeli 
drug dealers and consumers 
ventured “31 the risk of their 
lives" into Palestinian areas 


where Jewish soldiers did not 
dare to follow. 

Colonel Jibril Rajoub. 
Palestinian police chief in 
Jericho, also bemoaned the 
“lack of cooperation between 
Israeli and Palestinian police" 
to stamp out drug-trafficking. 

“Palestinian policemen 
work alone," Mr. Rajoub 
said. Israeli police “are 
scared of us," he said. 

Palestinians have repeated- 
ly accused Israel of flooding 
the territories with drugs “to 
destroy Palestinian society.” 

But Mr. Rodrigue firmly 
denied the charges. Israeli 
police “have never turned a 
blind eye to the traffic of 
drugs in the West Bank or 
Gaza Strip." 

“We have never wanted to 
legalise this nade in any way 
and will not do so in the 


future.” the Israeli chief 
added. 


“Drugs affect Israeli socie- 
ty as well as Palestinians," he 
said, deploring "the lack of 
.cooperation from the Palesti- 
nians for political reasons." 

The Palestinian police 
force was set up last May in 
line with the Israel-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) declaration of princi- 
ples, signed in Washington in 
September 1993. 

Israel is a consumer of 
drugs and not a drugs- 
producing country, Mr. Rod- 
rigue added. 

Most narcotics arrived in 
the Jewish state from Leba- 
non and India, he said. 
“What Israel does not con- 
sume is sent on to Europe." 
he said. 
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15:00 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
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18:1® Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

18:28 Brussels. Paris l RJ) 
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Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 

09iJ5 . . Cairo (MS) 
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!V:45 Damascus (AZl 
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23t20 Amsterdam (Kl.) 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
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lfe®0 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
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l* 4 ® Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

Rivadh(RJ) 
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Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

•*** Beirut l ME) 

};-S Cairo (MS) 

“E , Sanaa (IY) 

US Jeddah (SV) 

Abu Dhabi. Ai ‘Ain. Muscat (GF) 

Sharqah(AH) 

JfJJ- ^bu Dhabi. Karachi (PR) 

““I? LamoealCY) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

Athens (OA) 

?!*?- Karachi. Abu Dhabi (PK) 

l*® 5 Larnaea(CY) 


Sheikh Isa says foreign 
elements behind unrest 


MANAMA, Bahrain (Agen- 
cies) — The emir of Bahrain 
said in an interview published 
Tuesday that intervention by 
neighbouring countries had 
sparked Shiite Muslim rioting 
in his country. 

Making his first public 
comments on the disturb- 
ances which first erupted in 
December, Sheikh Isa Ben 
Salman Al Khalifa stopped 
short of naming the neigh- 
bours allegedly behind the 
unrest. 

But in the interview with 
the Saudi Arabian newspaper 
Al Ashraq AI Awsat he com- 
pared the Bahraini unrest to 
turmoil in Algeria and Egypt, 
which is 1 widely blambed on 
Iranian-backed Muslim fun- 
damentalists. 

“There are foreign parties 
that we all know, who stand 
behind the painful incidents 
that took place in Bahrain," 
Sheikh Isa said. 

“Regrettably, we are not 
the only ones for there are 
foreign parties that also 
direct the regrettable inci- 
dents in some Arab countries 
such as Algeria, Egypt and 
others. 

"There are some neigh- 
bouring countries that inter- 
fere in our affairs. We may 
not be able to change or 
choose our neighbours, but 
this does not mean we will 
accept their interference in 
our internal affairs," he said. 

“That is an issue which we 
cannot tolerate at all,” 
Sheikh Isa added, without 
disclosing his options. 

Street riots flared in 
Bahrain for two weeks in 
December and erupted anew 
last week. They were the 
worst trouble to hit Bahrain 
since an abortive coup plot 
blamed on Iran in 1981- 

Bahrain recalled its ambas- 
sador from Tehran for con- 
sultations during the Decem- 
ber unrest. 

Bahraini authorities last 
week announced that they 
had deported an unspecified 
number of “infiltrators from 
abroad," accusing them of 
fomenting the unrest in main- 
ly Shiite suburbs. 

The authorities gave no 
names for the deportees but 
Sheikh Ali Salman and two 


other Shiite clerics surfaced 
later in London, where they 
sought political asylum, 
according to their spokesman 
in the. British capital. They 
flew there from Dubai. 

Shiites, who are the pre- 
dominant sect in Iran, make 
up an estimated 55 per cent 
'of Bahrain’s 500,000 popula- 
tion. The ruling A] Khalifa 
family is from the Sunni sect. 

Sheikh Salman, a 29-year- 
old preacher who was 
-arrested briefly last summer 
for allegedly mating unem- 
ployed young Shiites to de- 
monstrate for jobs, was pick- 
ed up again on Dec. 5 and 
charged with masterminding 
unrest to spread anarchy on 
the island. 

It was his arrest that trig- 
gered the street rioting m 
which Bahraini opposition 
groups in exile claim as many 
as 10 people may have been 
killed. 

Authorities have listed 
only one fatality, and have 
complained of damage to 
public and private property. 
They have released two 
batches of 150 and 200 from 
those detained in the dashes. 
There will be trials for a 
number of those still' de- 
tained. 

By the count of the state- 
ments from the authorities, 
there would still be at least 50 
detained. 

Exile opposition leaders 
have insisted that the unrest 
is not purely Shiite, but part 
of a wider campaign for the 
restoration of the parliament, 
which was disbanded 20 years 
ago. and for employment and 
an end. to alleged human 
rights abuses. 

Bahrain may adopt sanc- 
tions against Lebanon if the 
activities of Bahraini opposi- 
tion leaders in Beirut are not 
halted, the daily Al Hayat 
reported Tuesday, quoting 
offidals in Manama. 

“A very limited number of 
non-Lebanese living in Beirut 
are fuelling hostile activities 
in Bahrain,” one unidentified 
official told Al Hayat from 
the Bahraini capital. 

“Bahrain is concerned over 
the Lebanese authorities' fai- 
lure to keep these people in 
check,” he said. 


Israeli U.N. envoy urges 
cutting of links with Iran 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Israeli U.N. envoy Gad 
Yaacobi said on Monday the 
international community 
should cut all economic, arms 
and technology links with 
Iran in response to what he 
called Tehran's role in thre- 
atening many Middle East 
countries. 


“Any direct or indirect 
support for Iran has to be 
stopped,” he told reporters 
after sending a letter to 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali giving details of a suicide 
bombing on Sunday north of 
Tel Aviv which killed 19 
Israelis and wounded more 
than 60. 

Mr. Yaacobi said the 
bombing was carried out by 
two Palestinian members of 
the militant Islamic Jihad 
movement from Gaza and 
that it would be ridiculous to 
say they were personally dis- 
patched by Iran. 

But he added: “The ques- 
tion is: Who is supporting the 
Islamic Jihad... who is the 
supporter of those organisa- 
tions, who is supplying them 
with finance, the arms, the 
training, who is encouraging 
them to do that?" 

The Israeli envoy said: 
"Any economic cooperation 
with Iran has to be stopped. 
Any supply of equipment, 
armaments, technology, has 
to be stopped, unless the 


international community is 
passive about the role of Iran 
in threatening not just Israel 
and the territories (Gaza and 
the West Bank) and the 
Palestinians and the peace 
process, but countries like 
Egypt, Algeria, Tunisia, 
Morocco, Jordan and 
others." 

In his letter to the 
secretary-general, now 
abroad, Mr. Yaacobi said 110 
Israelis had been killed in 49 
attacks since the signing of 
the Israel-Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation accord in 
September. 

"These attacks were com- 
mitted by Islamic fun- 
damentalist terrorists affili- 
ated with organisations that 
receive support and guidance 
from certain states in the 
region. 

“These, no less than die 
perpetrators themselves, 
bear responsibility for the 
violence and should be held 
accountable,” the letter 
added, without mentioning 
Iran or any other country by 
name. 

Mr. Yaacobi, who also 
scheduled a meeting with 
Security Council President 
Emilio Cardenas of Argenti- 
na to discuss Sunday's bomb- 
ing, called in his letter for 
“the entire international 
community to cooperate in 
combatting all forms of ter- 
rorism.” 
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Dr. MufkJ Damn 985522 

KJiaJifch pharmacy 9854 17 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Gvil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 



Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police !92.62lfn. 637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police !! 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

™Nic Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Compbims 78711 1 

telephone Informatjoa 

(directory assistance) pi 

010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs „ 623101 

AWali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television ■mm 

Rad io Jordan " 774111 

Electric Power 8,56,5 

Company 6363 X 1 

RJ Plight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia InU. Airport 08-53200 


hijaz railway 

TRAIN 


Dtp. Annus ._ 8,'OOa.m, every Monday 


Air. Dimness 5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dtp. Damascus 730 un. every Sunday 


An*. Aquas .... 5:00p.m. every Sunday 


MARKET PRICES 

Uppcr/hwcr price in fils per kg- 

Apple 700/ 400 

Banana 680 

Banana (Mukammar) 620 

Cabbage 180 1 100 

Carrot 240/140 

Cauliflower - 120 / 60 

Cucumbers (large) ....... 200/ 100 

Cucumbers (small) 420 / 200 

Eggplant 300/ 200 

Garlic 80QG0Q 

Grape Fruit 260/ ISO 

Lemon 300 / IfiO 

Marrow (large) 15Q/|0Q 

Marrow (small) 320/200 

Onbnmcen) 350/200 

Onion (dty) 320 1 240 

Orange 7OT»0 

gSgSa— SIS 

Potato 

Radish 160/100. 

Spinach 1 SV 1» 
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Her Royal 'Highness Princess Basina pres- 
ides over a meeting of ministers, deputies 


and women Grom local panels in Lrbid 
Govemorate (Petra photo) 


Princess Basma discusses 
women’s concerns in lrbid 


IRBID (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma 
Tuesday met here with Par- 
liament members represent- 
ing the Govemorate of lrbid 
and members of the women's 
committees in the lrbid re- 
gion to review issues of con- 
cern to women. 

Discussion covered draft 
laws currently before the 
Lower House of Parliament 
designed to promote the role 
of women and increase their 
participation in public life. 

Addressing the meeting, 
the Princess said that the 
women's committees in die 
govemorate have been cre- 
ated to help women present 
their -demands to Parliament. 

The Princess suggested 
that the committees prepare 
periodic reports covering 


women's needs in the gov- 
emorates for presentation to 
the Lower House for follow 
up. 

A dialogue took place 
among the participants at the 
meeting which included 
ministers and House De- 
puties from lrbid Govemo- 
rate. 

Minister of Education 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh said 
the ministry, in a bid to curb 
unemployment among 
women in the govemorate, 
will conduct a survey in order 
to later provide women with 
training in skills needed in 
the local market. 

The minister said the sur- 
vey will be conducted in 
cooperation with the Voca- 
tional Training Corporation 
(VTQ and the Jordan Uni- 


versity of Science and Tech- 
nology (JUST), Yarmouk 
University andi community 
colleges in the lrbid region. 

Nader Thuheirat, minister 
of municipal and rural affairs 
and the environment, told 
the meeting that his ministry 
will employ several qualified 
handicapped women in de- 
partments related to his 
ministry. 

Deputies from the region 
aired their views concerning 
the needs of women in their 
region, emphasising the im- 
portance of women's roles in 
socio-economic develop- 
ment. 

Minister of Health Aref 
Batayneh and Minister of 
Labour Nader Abu Sha'ar 
were also present at the 
meeting. 


Minister announces water supply 
plans for Jerash, Ajloun areas 


JERASH (Petra) — Minister 
of Water and Irrigation Saleh 
Irsheidat. Tuesday said minis-, 
try teams will start searching - 
for water resources and drill- . 
mg artesian wells in Jerash- 
Govemorate to help increase 
water supplies for residents. 

Speaking during an inspec- 
tion tour of the Jerash and 
Ajloun regions. Dr. Irsbeidat 
said the ministry completed a 
study on a sewerage project 
for Souf town and Souf re- 
fugee camp, noting that the 
project would cost JD 4.2 
million provided in loan form 
from the World Bank. 

He said tire ministry plans 
to purchase equipment speci- 
fically for use in the governo- 
raties outside Amman to help 
in water resources develop- 
ment and management. 

The minister was replying 
to complaints presented by 
two Lower House deputies 
representing Jerash Gov- 
emorate. 

MMeh Ruheimi and Sulei- 
man Saad outlined the needs 
of the local citizens, particu- 
larly the water shortage and 



Saleh Irsbeidat 

several problems encoun- 
tered by sheep farmers. 

They also demanded that 
the ministry lay sewerage net- 
works for Souf and Sakeb 
towns and Souf refugee 
camp. 

Dr. Irsheidat also listened 
to the views of the director of 
the Water Department in 
lrbid Govemorate, Ali 
Qudab, and the director of 
the Jerash Water Depart- 
ment, Abdul Hamid Abu 
Issa. 


Earlier, the minister in- 
spected two water projects in 
the neighbouring Ajloun 
Gdvemdratel' ’ 

Addressing - a meeting at' 
the governor’s office. Dr. 
Irsheidat repeated that the 
Kingdom was faring a grow- 
ing shortage of water largely 
due to the increasing popula- 
tion. 

The water supplies avail- 
able in Jordan are no longer 
sufficient to meet the needs 
of expanding agricultural and 
industrial development, and 
therefore, economising on 
water use has become a ne- 
cessity, Dr. Irsheidat said. 

Referring to the Jordanian 
-Israeli peace treaty, the 
minister said that although 
Jordan has secured its water 
rights, it is in no position to 
benefit from these rights be- 
cause it lacks the sufficient 
number of dams and areas to 
store the additional amounts 
of water, but it is continually 
seeking to ensure water for 
the increasing agricultural 
and industrial projects via 
several available means. 


Regent meets with Gaza commerce group 

‘ Full preparation required for economic summit in Amman ’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Tuesday reiterated Jordan’s 
continuous support for the 
Palestinian people and urged 
more cooperation in the va- 
rious areas of commerce. 

Addressing a meeting of 
members of the Chamber of 
Commerce responsible for 
commercial, industrial^ and 
agricultural sectors in the 
Gaza Strip, the Crown Prince 
stressed the need for the 
Gaza chamber and Jordanian 
chambers to conclude agree- 
ments that would strengthen 
bridges of cooperation be- 
tween the two sides at the 
regional and international 
levels. 

Referring to the next eco- 
nomic Middle Eastern sum- 
mit to be held in Amman this 
year. Prince Hassan said that 
chambers on both sides 
should prepare for this im- 
portant gathering, which will 
tackle investment, banking 
and infrastructure matters, in 
order to devise practical re- 
commendations for submis- 
sion to the coming confer- 
ence. 

f 

Saying that the two sides 
should remain optimistic be- 
cause of the prospects of 
progress in the era of peace, 
the Crown Prince stressed the 
need for close and serious 
coordination between the 
two sides in matters of con- 
cern to their joint economic 
endeavours. 

The Gaza chamber presi- 
dent, Mohammad Qudweb. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Tuesday meets with members of a Gazan 
chamber of commerce delegation (Petra photo) 


said that the chamber deeply 
appreciates His Majesty King 
Hussein's stand in support of 
the Palestinian people and 
the facilities offered by Jor- 
dan to the Gaza Strip resi- 
dents in all spheres. 

Mr. Qudweh noted that his 
team's visit to Jordan, to 
conclude agreements on 


mutual cooperation in econo- 
mic, industrial and trade mat- 
ters. reflects the chamber's 
desire to advance the strong 
ties between the two sides 
and safeguard their national 
interests. 

President of the Federation 
of the Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce Haidar Murad, 


who last week signed with 
Mr. Qudweh an agreement 
on f promoting investments 
and trade, said at the meeting 
that the two sides have 
agreed on measures to con- 
duct joint programmes in 
trade, economic and invest- 
ment areas. 

Mr. Murad said that the 


federation will send a team 
soon on a visit to the Palesti- 
nian chambers to follow up 
on coordination, study ways 
to attract foreign investments 
and agree on topics that 
would be presented by the 
private sectors in the two 
countries to the Amman eco- 
nomic conference. 


JBA to send team to Syria 
for economic, trade talks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Jordanian Businessmen's 
Association (JBA) 
announced Tuesday that it 
was sending a delegation to 
Damascus early next month 
to discuss means of stimulat- 
ing economic, trade and in- 
vestment relations between 
the private sectors in Syria 
and Jordan. 

The delegation, to be led . 
by JBA Chairman Hamdi 
Tabbsaa,- mil take place in 
response to an invitation by 
the Syrian Chambers of Com- 
merce and the Syrian 
Businessmen’s Association, 
said a JBA statement. 

At least 30 Jordanians 
from the trade, industry, 
banking consultancy, con- 
tracting and tourist offices 
will be among the members 
of the delegation which is 
expected to sign an agree- 
ment on the founding of a 
joint Jordanian -Syrian busi- 
ness council to serve as a 
framework for mutual coop- 
eration, the statement said. 

The visit to Damascus 
comes close on the heels of a 
visit by Jordanian Business- 
men to Iraq earlier this 
month when they discussed 
advancing economic and 
trade ties. 

The JBA also said that it 
was making arrangements for 
JBA teams to visit Spain, 



Hamdi Tabbaa 

France and Denmark in the 
near future to discuss the 
implementation of agree- 
ments on joint business coun- 
cils recently set up with the 
business communities in 
these countries. 

A JBA statement said that 
talks with business communi- 
ties in these countries will 
focus on tourism, economic 
and trade investments and 
the prospects of im- 
plementing joint ventures. 

Apart from the three Euro- 
pean countries, the JBA last 
year signed agreements for 
establishing joint business 
councils with Malaysia and 
Turkey, the statement said. 


Legislation bureau studies 
‘stringent’ draft traffic law 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Legisla- 
tion Bureau at the Prime 
Ministiy is studying the 
new draft traffic law pre- 
sented by the Central Traf- 
fic Committee recently to 
amend some of the existing 
traffic rules in order curtail - 
traffic accidents in “ the 
Kingdom, said "a Tjoreau 
official Tuesday. 

The step follows His 
Majesty King Hussein's call 
on Jan. 11, for urgent ac- 
tion to end the chaos on-tbe 
Kingdom's roads. The King 
had" stressed that traffic 
problems will be one of the 
main priorities of the gov- 
ernment’s programme of 
reorganisation. 

“The new proposed law 
is one of our main priorities 
and we are conducting con- 
tinuous meetings with the 
concerned traffic officials 
to examine the new prop- 
osed law,” an official at the 
bureau said. 

He told the Jordan Times 
that the office will study the 
legal aspects of die draft 
law, then if it is approved it 
will be presented to a min- 
isterial committee for con- 
sideration and approval. 
“Then the draft will be sent 
to the Cabinet and Parlia- 


ment for approval,” he 
said. 

“We are trying to speed 
up the process so that 
hopefully within the next 
few months the traffic law 
will be amended and put 
into effect," the official 
said. 

• Hie draft law- stipulates 
that the -fine for passing a 
red light will ’be JD50 to 
200, or 7 to 90 days in jail. 

The draft suggests three 
months to one year jail 
terms for violations such as 
fleeing the scene of an acci- 
dent, driving while intoxi- 
cated, using forged num- 
bered plates and driving 
with a suspended licence. 

In addition the proposed 
law suggests imposing high- 
er fines up to JD 100 for 
wrongful overtaking, 
speeding and disposing lit- 
ter, oil, solid and other 
materials on the Kingdom's 
streets and highways. 

Moreover, repeated 
violations, death-related 
accidents and driving while 
intoxicated will lead to the 
suspension of driving li- 
cences, and jail terms in 
some cases. 

Minister of Interior 
Salameh Ham mad recently 
blamed motorists for the 
majority of road accidents 
and called for enacting new 


legislation that would help 
reduce such accidents, in- 
cluding a point system for 
frequent violators. 

Mr. Hammad also urged 
the Ministry of Public 
Works to correct danger- 
ous road junctions and im- 
prove the overall safety of 
roads. 

According to statistics-re- 
leased by the Traffic De- 
partment, 12,516 people 
were injured in 26,837 road 
accidents in 1994. These 
accidents also claimed the 
lives of 443 people. 

Of these accidents, 4,752 
were cases where pedes- 
trians were run over by 
motorists. In those acci- 
dents alone, 192 people 
were killed, including 38 
children between the ages 
of 5 and 10 and 60 children 
under the age of five. 

The statistics also 
showed that 1,081,803 traf- 
fic citations were issued last 
year. 

Failure to stop at stop 
signs represented 33 per 
cent of the total number of 
traffic violations with 
357,367 citations, while 
vehicle inspections on the 
road resulted in the 
issuance of 144,744 cita- 
tions, representing 13.4 per 
cent of the total. 


Fuel heater fires 
kill 2 women 


By Rana Hdssemi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two people 
died Monday in two sepa- 
rate incidents involving 
kerosene heaters, accord- 
ing to Civil Defence De- 
partment (CDD) and 
police reports. 

In the first incident, a 
73-year-old woman died in 
Queismeh when a lit 
kerosene heater fell on her 
mattress. 

The victim's son told 
police that the heating unit 
was near the mattress 
where bis mother was 
sleeping when it was 
(•accidentally knocked over 
by the victim, the report 
said. 

According to the report, 
the fire spread quickly in 
the house and the victim, 
Fatmeb Ali, sufered third 
degree burns and died be- 
fore reaching the hospital. 

Also in Mafraq, a 45- 
year-old bedouin woman 
died in a fire started when a 
fit kerosene heater fell in- 
side her tent, police and 
CDD reports said. 

A CDD official told the 
Jordan Times that the vic- 
tim, Salmeh Suleiman, 
lived done in the tent. 


According to the report, 
the fire destroyed all the 
woman’s belongings. Ms. 
Suleiman suffered second 
degree burns and died 
shortly after being brought 
to Mafraq Hospital. 

The police report said 
that autopsies will be per- 
formed on both women to 
determine the cause of 
death. 

Meanwhile, on Tuesday, 
two people were in comma 
and 8 people were listed in 
fair condition after inhaling 
carbon monoxide in Jabal 
Nadif in Amman, CDD re- 
ports said. 

• A CDD official told the 
Jordan Times that the 10 
family members went to 
sleep on Monday night and 
left a diesel heater lit in a 
small room. 

The official said that a 
neighbour noticed smoke 
emitting from the windows 
and alerted the CDD. 

All 10 people were 
rushed to Al Bashir Hospit- 
al. A hospital official told 
the Jordan limes that the 
two victims who are in 
comma are expected to sur- 
vive, and that the rest of 
the family are expected to 
be discharged from hospital 
today. 


Government may switch new pensions to SSC 


By Ian Atalla 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment is expected to move 
soon to curb a substantial 
source of public spending 
by switching pensions of 
new civil servants out of the 
government budget and 
into the Social Security 
Corporation (SSC), 
according to the director of 
the Ministry of Finance's 
Public Budget Depart- 
ment, Abdul Rahman 
Ajlonni. 

"It is not certain, but 
personally, I believe the 
government will go that 
way," said Mr. Ajlouni. 

The government's 1995 
budget projects spending 
on pensions for retirees 
from public service, both 
civilian and military, at JD 
160 million. With another 


320,000 people currently 
on government payrolls in 
various capacities, accord- 
ing to Mr. Ajlouni, the task 
of providing for current 
and future pensioners has 
become an increasing chore 
for the treasury. 

‘The government is suf- 
fering from the pension 
bill," Mr. Ajlouni said. Be- 
sides this consideration, he 
added, if future civil ser- 
vants had their pensions 
tied to the SSC instead of 
the government budget, 
“they would have more 
mobility to go into the pri- 
vate sector, without losing 
the years they have spent in 
the government working 
towards their pension.” 

Currently the SSC, a 
public-sector company 
which began operations in 
1980, covers pension 
allocations for approx- 
imately 280,000 workers in 


9,200 different organisa- 
tions, according to an SSC 
report issued ~ earlier this 
month. The vast majority 
of those covered by the 
corporation, however, are 
private sector employees. 

Mr. Ajlouni explicitly 
emphasised that “we will 
not force any civil ser- 
vants” to look into private 
sector employment. 

According to the presi- 
dent of the Civil Service 
Commission (CSC), 
Abdullah Ulayan, the CSC 
currently has 102,000 em- 
ployment applications on 
file while job openings 
number only around 2,000 
— over 60 per cent of 
which are for teaching 
posts with the Ministry of 
Education, Thus, the mar- 
ket for any new civil service 
jobs is "extremely tight, to 
say the least,” Dr. Ulayan 
noted. 


Prominent economist 
Fahd Fanek, known for his 
staunch beliefs in fiscal 
conservatism, advocates 
one unified, govemment- 
controlled pension fund. 
“It would shake up the 
country's bureaucracy and 
be an excellent move,” said 
Dr. Fanek. 

If the decision were in his 
hands. Dr. Fanek said, “I 
would not only transfer 
new birees, but ail of the 
existing civil service work- 
force to the SSC as well." 

SSC pensions are sup- 
ported by subscription 
rates amounting to 15 per 
cent of an employee's sal- 
ary, two-thirds of which is 
paid for by the employer 
and the rest is taken direct- 
ly from the employee's sal- 
ary. Thus, "the real cost of 
paying the pensions" would 
be accomplished in adv- 


ance, as opposed to the 
current pension funding for 
civil servants via the gov- 
ernment budget. Dr. Fanek 
said. 

“Thus there would be no 
piling up of pension com- 
mitments in the national 
budget as there is at pre- 
sent. This commitment is 
taking on the level of a real 
national debt,” Dr. Fanek 
added. 

According to Dr. 
Ulayan, “recommenda- 
tions from international 
and regional institutions" 
support phasing pensions 
of new civil servants out of 
the government budget, 
and urge a freeze in giving 
any classified dvil service 
contracts to new hirees "to 
prevent further inflation in 
the size of the civil service 
labour pool." 

“The consideration of 


the burden on the public 
treasury is important,” said 
Dr. Ulayan. "But we 
should also pay attention to 
how dvil service employees 
will themselves be 
affected.” 

Financial researcher 
Ahmad Nammari took a 
similar stance. 

“If it would help lighten 
the public debt, I would say 
that it is definitely not a 
mistake to switch the pen- 
sion coverage over to the 
SSC. However, care should 
be taken to fully maintain 
any benefits and privileges 
which dvil servants cur- 
rently have when such a 
wove is made." 

As for when the govern- 
ment would make such a 
move or not, Mr. Ajlouni 
said that would happen as 
soon as the offidal dvil 
service manning tables for 
1995 are issued. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


THIRD JORDANIAN DRAMA FESTIVAL 

'fr Two plays (in Arabic) entitled “The Goat Island' and 
“Coloured Rain’* respectively at 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 
p.m. at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

FILM 

^ Film entitled “Licence To KID” at the British Council at 
7:00 p.m. 

POETRY RECITAL 

"ft Poetry recital by Marwan Ham dan, Ahmad Kanani, 
and Mohammad Zald at the Phoenix Gallery for 


Culture and Art at 6:30 p.m. 

LECTURE 

& Lecture (in Arabic: entitled “A Reading in the Litera- 
ture of Travels'* by Mr. Ziyad Al Hashemi at Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation at 6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Exhibition of Children’s works (from Haya Centre 
drawing and painting classes) at Goethe Institute. 

☆ Exhibition of works by Iraqi artist Fakhir Moham- 
mad at the Ab’ad Art Gallery. 


EMBASSY OF INDIA 
AMMAN 

REPUBLIC DAY OF INDIA 

On the occasion of the Republic Day of India, a flag 
hoisting ceremony will be held on Thursday, Janu- 
ary 26, 1995 at 10 a.m. at the premises of the 
Embassy of India. First Circle Jabal Amman (Opp. 
Malhas Hospital). 

All Indians with their family members are cordially 
invited to attend the function. 
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World News 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 35 , 1995 


North Korea to put 8,000 spent 
nuclear fuel rods in concrete 


Officers summoned for Pyongyang military rally 


SEOUL, South Korea 
(Agencies) — North Korea 
has agreed to put 8,000 cor- 
roding rods of spent nuclear 
fuel in dry concrete as part of 
a new nuclear deal with the 

United States, a diplomatic 
source in Seoul said Tuesday. 

The South Korean source, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said the agree- 
ment was made at six days of 
U.S.-North Korea talks that 
ended in Pyongyang Mon- 
day. 

The fate of the 8,000 spent 
fuel rods that North Korea 
unilaterally removed from its 
experimental 5-megawatt 
nuclear reactor last May was 
a key issue of contention left 
after the Oct. 21 U.S.-North 
Korea nuclear deal. 

Experts have warned that 
reprocessing of the 8,000 
spent fuel rods, being kept 
temporarily in a cooling 
pond, could give the com- 
munist North enough 
weapon s -grade plutonium to 
make four to five atomic 
bombs. 

At the Pyongyang talks 
that began last Wednesday, 
the United States and North 
Korea reached agreement on 
all technical issues related to 
dry storage of the fuel rods, 
the South Korean source 
said. 

The source said a team of 
U.S. specialists, joined by 
experts from the U.N. Inter- 
national Atomic Energy 


Agency (IAEA), is expected 
to begin work on the dry 
storage as early as next week. 

Experts say dry concrete is 
one of the safest ways of 
storing spent fuel rods to 
prevent them from corroding 
and giving off radioactivity.. 
The rods could erode if kept 
in the cooling ponds. 

North Korea's official news 
agency said Monday the 
U.S. -North Korea talks in 
Pyongyang resulted in “signi- 
ficant progress.” It did not 
report details. 

Under the Oct. 21 nuclear 
framework agreement, the 
North's spent fuel rods to be 
kept in dry concrete must be 
transferred to a third country 
by 2002. when the first of two 
new modem reactors is built 
in the North. 

The second reactor is sche- 
duled to be completed one 
year later. 

The two U.S. -arranged 
light-water reactors, worth S4 
billion, are a key part of the 
framework agreement, under 
which North Korea must 
freeze and eventually dis- 
mantle its nuclear program- 
me, suspected of being used 
for weapons development 

In addition. North Korea 
also is to receive substitute 
fuel oil and limited U.S. di- 
plomatic recognition. As a 
first step toward normalising 
relations, the United States 
and North Korea have 1 
to exchange liaison of 


Meanwhile, monitors in 
Seoul Tuesday said North 
Korea has summoned ideology 
vanguard officers into its 

tightly controlled capital for a 
major military rally this week 
to solicit loyalty to their new 
leader, Kim Jong-11. 

In a broadcast monitored 
here Monday, North Korea’s 
official media reported the 
arrival in Pyongyang of army 
vanguards responsible for 
ideological indoctrination, 
said the South's official moni- 
toring agency, Naewoe Press. 

It would be the biggest 
military rally since the death 
of North Korean leader Kim 
Il-Sung in July by field offic- 
ers who have played a key 
role in consolidating the suc- 
cession to power of the junior 
Kim. 


forces. 

Experts here believe the 
junior Kim will face no diffi- 
culties in bolding power, de- 
spite incessant rumours 
spawned by his rare appear- 
ances and failure to formally 
assume the posts of state 
president and general party 
secretary held by his father. 

“Our immediate concern is 
about whether Kim Joog-D 
would show up,” the Naewoe 
analyst said. 


North rejects Northeast 
Asian security dialogue 


“The rally, revived for the 
first time in 12 years, also 
appears aimed at preventing 
ideological agitation within 
the military following Kim 
E-Sung’s death in July.” a 
Naewoe analyst told AFP. 

The previous rally was held 
in 1983 with' some 6,000 offic- 
ers summoned to take a 
loyalty oath to the junior Kim 
before his official debut in 
China as the successor to his 
charismatic father. 

The junior Kim. accompa- 
nied by top military leaders, 
attended the 1983 rally in a 
show of leadership over the 
North's powerful armed 


In another development, 
Monday, North Korea said it 
was opposed to regional talks 
aimed at promoting a security 
dialogue among northeast 
Asian countries, the official 
Korean Central News Agen- 
cy (KCNA) said. 


“We oppose the appear- 
ance of any multilateral 
'forum of security dialogue' 
in this region,” a North Ko- 
rean foreign, ministry spokes- 
man was quoted as saying by 
the agency in a dispatch mon- 
itored here. 

The forum was proposed 
earlier this month by 
Japanese Defence Agency 
Director-General Tokuichiro 
Tamazawa. who said he 
wanted China. Japan, North 
and South Korea, Russia and 
the United States to discuss 
security in northeast Asia. 



I PRO-LIFE VS. PRO-CHOICE: Thousands of the 22nd anniversary of the Supreme Court’s 
pro-life demonstrators march in downtown decision in Roe Vs. Wade which legalised] 
Washington Monday on the way to the U.S. abortion (AFP photo) 

Supreme Court Building. The march marks 


Clinton offers his ‘vision’ 
to Congress and the nation 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton plan- 
ned to use his state or the 
Union Address late Tuesday 
night to outline his agenda 
and vision for the nation and 
draw political battlelines with 
the new Republican- 
controlled Congress. 

Mr. Clinton was to deliver 
the nationally-televised 
address to a joint session of 


night speech or use another 
forum to unveil the plan. 

He was also expected to 
use the address to generate 
public support for the admi- 
nistration’s package of $40 
billion in loan guarantees to 
help Mexico out of its current 
currency crisis. 


Although Republican lead- 


Congress at 9 P-ra. EST (0200 
GMT) — the first time in 


four decades that a Democratic 
president faces both a Senate 
and House of Representa- 
tives under Republican con- 
trol. 

“The president's speech 
will be a good opportunity for 
him to lay the premise, in a 
sense the vision for his lead- 
ership and to describe in 
some detail the type of initia- 
tives that he would see 
accomplishing that vision,” 
White House press secretary 
Mike McCurry toW repor- 
ters. 

The address is unlikely to 
call for any of the bold 
changes Mr. Clinton deman- 
ded when he first came to 
Washington two yean ago — 
when he called for a sweeping 
overhaul of the nation's 
health care system. 

Aides said Mr. Clinton 
favours increasing the mini- 
mum wage, which now stands 
at S4.25 an hour — most 
likely to a $5 hourly rate. It 
was unclear, however, 
whether he would make the 
proposal part of the Tuesday 


ers back me loan package, it 
has encountered stiff opposi- 
tion among rank-and-file law- 
makers who fear it lacks pub- 
lic support in the United 
States. 

Aides said Mr. Clinton also 
was expected to cal! for in- 
creasing the size of the U.S. 
border patrol in order to cut 
down on the number of illeg- 
al immigrants entering the 
United States from Latin 
America. 

Immigration has become a 
politically sensitive issue, 
particularly following voter 
approval in California of 
Proposition 187, which cuts 
off soda! services to illegal 
aliens. Its implementation 
has been delayed by court 
order. 


though “we have real dis- 
agreements.'’ 

“I would hope that there 
will be a spirit of comity,” 
Mr. Gingrich said, pointing 
out that “this is not the state 
of the Democratic Party, this 
is the state of the whole 
country. It’s the president 
addressing the entire nation, 
and well* 'see what we can 
take out’ of- ii.” • 


Soares holds key as 
opposition calls for 
new elections 


Mr. Clinton was also ex- 
pected to promote the steps 
be has taken to streamline 
the size of the federal govern- 
ment and his plans to further 
reduce the bureaucracy. 

House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich, discussing the 
address, told reporters, “we 
are trying on some fronts to 
work very closely together,” 
with Mr. Clinton, even 


Mr. Clinton was hoping to 
reassert his leadership role 
after weeks of attention 
focusing on the new Republi- 
can leaders of Congress — 
who last held the reins of 
power in both chambers 40 
years ago. 

White House officials, 
however, sought to downplay 
the stakes for Mr. Clinton — 
who has shouldered much of 
the blame for the Democratic 
debacle in the November 
elections. 

“There is often a tempta- 
tion to label major speeches 
by die president of the Un- 
ited States make or break 
speeches,** Mr. McCuny 
said. “I don’t believe Presi- 
dent Clinton views this state 
of the Union Address in that 
fashion.” 


He said Mr. Clinton sees 
the speech as an “opportun- 
ity for him to outline in a very 
direct way to the American 
people and to our Congress 
the type of leadership that he 
believes ... will get us to the 
vision of America that he has 
effectively described.” 


Lesotho’s king to 
regain throne today 


MASERT) (R) — Lesotho's 
ousted King Moshoeshoe will 
be reinstated Wednesday, 
five years after being deposed 
by a restive military which 
put his son on the throne. 

The king's return to power 
and abdication of his son. 
Letsie m, marks the cul- 
mination of months of deli- 
cate talks involving neigh- 
bouring Botswana. South 
Africa and Zimbabwe and 
brings to a close a constitu- 
tional crisis which sparked 
riots, strikes and threats of 
military intervention. 

While many of Lesotho’s 
1.6 million people are de- 
lighted at the prospect of 
having the 55-year-old king 
back on the throne, elements 
within the ruling party be- 
lieve the monarchy should 
have been abolished rather 
than perpetuated. 

The influential youth 
wing of the ruling Basotho- 
lana Congress Party (BCP) 
has called in pamphlets for 
people to stay away from 


work as usual,” he told re- 
porters. 

British-educated Mr. Let- 
sie. 34. has occupied the 
throne since King 
Moshoeshoe was deposed by 
the former military rulers in 
1990 after a 30-year reign. 


Political analysts said his 
reinstatement could help 
bring political stability to 
Lesotho as it had been one of 
the main issues in the struggle 
for power between royalists 
and the government of Prime 
Minister Ntsu Mokhehle. 


Mr. Letsie caused a consti- 
tutional crisis when he dis- 
missed Mr. Mokhehle's 
cabinet in August last year, 
citing popular discontent with 
the prime minister. 

Southern African states, 
including South Africa which 
surrounds the kingdom, put 
strong pressure on the king to 
return to democratic rule. 


As well as royal coup, 
Lesotho suffered military 
strife in which fiehtin? hr- 


-Hungarian 
leaders 
refuse to 
meet 

Romanians 


LISBON (AFP) — Portugal's 
opposition parties called for 
early general elections Tues- 
day after Monday's 
announcement by Prime 
Minister Anibal Cavaco Silva 
that he would step down in 
October. 

Opposition leaders pressed 
President Mario Soares to 
dissolve parliament so elec- 
tib’ris’could be held eight 
months early, a clamour 
echoed by Portugal’s press. 

Cavaco Silva is the longest- 
serving Prime Minister in the 
15-nation European Union. 
He was elected in October 
1985. only five months after 
being elected leader of the 
Social Democrat Partv 
(SDP). 

He said he would make 
way for a new party leader to 
be elected at the party con- 
gress in just over three 
weeks' time, but he added 
that between now and Octo- 
ber he would continue to 
work “unstinting]}* as prime 
minister by implementing the 
government programme 
approved by parliament.” 
where his part}- has an abso- 
lute majority. 

The genera: secretary of 
the main opposition Socialist 
Party. Antonio Guterres, 
said a government still led by 
Cavaco Silva after the con- 
gress. could not be consi- 
dered as a "government of 
management.” 

“Trie country can not lose 
time.” Mr. Guterres said, 
adding that it was in the 
national interest that early 
elections be held. 

His party, however, will 
first have to elect a new 
president a: its annual con- 
gress in mid-February. 

The Communist Party, 
which has put down a par- 


liamentary motion of censure 
against the government for 
Thursday and Friday, said 
the economic and social con- 
ditions in the country con- 
tinued to worsen, as well as 
workers' rights. 

“The country can not con- 
tinue to live in a situation 
which will be more and more 
unstable until October,” Par- 
ty General Secnarv Carlos 
Carvalhas said. 

The sentiment is shared by 
most Portuguese economists, 
employers confederations 
and unions. 

The current instability in 
the country, they say, means 
important economic deci- 
sions are being postponed. 

The president of the Portu- 
guese Industrial Association, 
the country's biggest em- 
ployers’ assodation'said par- 
liament should be dissolved 
and the government should 
resign. 


Bomb hurled at 
Zia’s motorcade 


Ludgero Marques said that 
even ff the prime minister 
and his cabinet continued in 
office, "he would not be able 
to prevent disturbances in the 
economic forces which can 
have very negative effects." 

“The weakness of the gov- 
ernment is not desirable." 
particularly at a time when 
Portuguese unemploy- 
ment has reached record 
levels. Oliveria e Costa, lead- 
er of the General Workers' 
Union (UGT) said. 

Another union leader. 
Manuel Carvalho da Silva of 
the General Confederation of 
Portuguese Workers, the 
communist CGTP. said “the 
captain has quit the ship" 
after creating “expectations 
and illusions" with promises 
that his policies couldn't 
match. 


DHAKA (Agencies) — A 
crude bomb was hurled Tues- 
day at a motorcade carrying 
Bangladesh Prime Minister 
Khaleda Zia after she inaugu- 
rated an international inves- 
tor’s conference, but no one 
was injured, witnesses said. 

An AFP photographer on 
the scene said the bomb did 
not hit any of the cars -in the 
convoy, whic sped -away to- 
wards Ms. Zia’s office. The 
bomb exploded on the road, 
letting out smoke. Police 
fired tear gas and used batons 
to disperse opposition strike 
activists and arrested several 
people, witnesses said. 

The incident followed a 
half-day general strike 
against inflation, one in a 
lengthy series of strikes the 
opposition has called in its 
efforts to bring about early 
elections under a neutral 
caretaker government. The 
strike coincided with the 
Euromoney International In- 
vestors’ Conference, which 
focused on business opportu- 
nities in Bangladesh. 

Thousands of police and 
paramilitary forces guarded 
the streets and cordoned off 
the Sonargaon Hotel, the 
venue of the conference. As 
investors gathered. Finance 
'Minister Saifur Rahman 
urged the opposition to call 
off its genera] strike and 
spare the economy. 

Schools, shops and 
businesses were shut, and 
vehicles, except for three- 
wheel pedicabs, stayed off 
the streets. 

Police escorted ministers 
and guests to the site of the 
conference, die first ever to 
focus exdusivelv on Bangla- 
desh. 

The opposition has come 
under fire from the business 
community for calling strikes 
for Tuesdav and Wednesday. 


Sheikh Hasina Wajed, Bang- 
ladesh's main opposition 
leader, said the strike was a 
protest against an unusual 
increase in the price of con- 
sumer goods ahead of the 
Muslim holy month of Rama- 
dan, which starts in Febru- 


ary. 


Ramadan is a month of 
daytime fasts that are usually 
followed by after-dark feasts, 
and' large quantities of food 
are consumed during this 
period. 

The nationwide general 
strike planned for Wednes- 
day was to push the opposi- 
tion’s 10-mooth-old demand 
for elections under a neutral 
caretaker government to en- 
sure people’s voting rights, 
Ms. Wajed said. 

“We are not against invest- 
ment. We love this country,” 
but development should take 
place in a “sound political 
system,” she said. 

Opposition MPs from Ms. 
Wajed’s Awami League, de- 
posed president Hussain 
Mohammad Ershad’s Jatiya 
Party and the Muslim fun- 
damentalist Jamaat-e-Islami 
party resigned from parlia- 
ment Dec. 28 after boycot- 
ting it since March. 

Nasrin’s trial pat off 

In another development 
Monday, a court for the 
second time postponed the 
blasphemy trial of Taslima 
Nasrin, the Bangladeshi au- 
thor who fled to Sweden to 
escape death threats by Isla- 
mic radicals. 

The postponement until 
Feb. 9 came when prosecu- 
tors failed to produce a gov- 
ernment statement allowing 
her trial. 

Under Bangladesh laws, 
the government’s assent is 
required if the offence is 
committed in a foreign coun- 
try. 


BUDAPEST (R) — Hun- 
gary’s president and prime 
minister Tuesday cancelled 
scheduled meetings with a 
top Romanian official in pro- 
test at recent attacks in 
Romania against the political 
party representing ethnic 
Hungarians, 

All six parties represented 
in the Hungarian parliament 
also issued a strongly worded 
statement condemning the 
criticism of demands for 
autonomy by the Hungarian 
Democratic Union of Roma- 
nia (HDUR). i 

“Diverging from the ori- 
ginal programme neither 
Prime Minister (Gyula) Hom 
nor President ( Arpad) Goncz 
will receive him during this 
visit," said Erika Toizsok, 


Chechenya rumour mill working overtime 


KHASAVYURT (R) — 
Since Russian troops and 
tanks first moved into break- 
away Chechenya six weeks 
ago” the rumour and prop- 
aganda nulls on both sides 
have been working overtime. 

Chechen President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev told re- 
porters las; week there was a 
“real possibility” the Kremlin 
would order a nuclear strike 
oa Grozny, since its troops 
and tanks had failed to take 
the city. 

Russian soldiers, shocked 
to find themselves fighting 
tough and well-armed irregu- 
lars instead of decadent ban- 
dits as they had been led to 
believe, talk of squads of 
crack women snipers on the 
streets of Groznv. 


tion from both sides. 

In Moscow, some media 
refuse to accept the govern- 
ment line, which is that the 
Chechens are bandits and 
gangsters who must be 
crushed by brave Russian sol- 
diers. The influential Izvestia 
newspaper has taken a parti- 
cularly sceptical attitude. 

But that is not true across 
the board. For some media. 
Soviet-era propaganda re- 
flexes prevail and the 
Chechens are referred to only 
as “illegal armed bandits." 

Russian human rights com- 
missioner Sergei Kovalyov 
has branded official coverage 
of the war as simple lies. 

On Jan. 20, the Moscow 
newspaper Rossi iskiye Vesti 
which supports President 


that the black and white im- 
age was a crude and visible 
forgery — the flag had been 
added on to an older picture 
of the building. 

Ironically, the Russians 
had indeed taken the shat- 
tered palace, although 
Chechen tighten say they 
abandoned it voluntarily be- 
cause it no longer offered 
sufficient cover. 

When Western reporters 
finally arrived on the scene, 
there was no flag at all. 

There are stories from both 
sides of gruesome atrocities 
and prisoners massacred, 
again, no evidence. 

. The Chechens tell tales of 
Russians dumping bodies to 
conceal casualty figures, 
whatever thev mav he N«-«rh. 


“kill ratio” in favour of his 
Chechen fighters. 

Western observers believe 
several thousand people have 
been killed in total since the 
war started. 

There is also talk of geno- 
cide among the Chechens. 
They say the Russians tried 
to wipe them out during de- 
cades of warfare in the 19th 
century. Then, Soviet dicta- 
tor Josef Stalin deported the 
entire Chechen population to 
Kazakhstan in 1944. 

This time, Chechens say, 
most of the 400,000 people 
living in Grozny were taken 
away in trucks to one of the 
main Russian bases nearby, 
Mozdok in neighbouring 
North Ossetia. 


Jamaica’s ruling 

party 

opposes casinos 


KINGSTON (R) ^ 
Jamaica’s ruling Pfcof&i 
National Party has voted 
against the introduction of 
casino gambling, the -Carib- 
bean News Agency reported 
Monday. The party’s policy, 
making council voted at the 
weekend against a resolution 
which would have reviewed 
the licensing of casino gamb- 
ling, CANA said. Business 
interests have mounted a 

campaign to legalise casino 
gambling, which they claim 
would inject millioiis of toor- 
tst dollars into the Caribbeaa 
island's economy. The con- 
troversial proposal is 
opposed by church leaders. 
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SUVA, Fiji (AP) — Oa» j 
upon a time, big was beantj- * 
ful in the tiny south Pacific ' 
island Kingdom of Tonga. 
Now, fat is ont. Alarmed by 
recent survey results showing 
increasing obesity among & 
105,000 people, officials fore 
launched a weight awareness 
campaign. A national slim- 
ming competition is among 
measures planned to encour- 
age healthy, weight- 
watching. Its head of state, 
76-year-old King Taufa'ahan 
Tupou IV, is leading by ex- 
ample. Before he trimmed 
down in recent years, the 
monarch was listed in the 
Guinness Book of Records as 
the world’s heaviest monarch 
at more than 200 kilogram- 
mes (441 pounds). Now he 
sticks to a strict diet and a 
regular exercise regime. Ton- 
gans, like other Polynesians, 
are traditionally “big. heavy 
boned people.” said govern- 
ment nutritionist Vizo Hala- 
vatan Tuesday. Traditionally, 
“if you were thin, people 
thought you were unheal- 
thy,” said Ms. Halavatan. 


Unable to curb 
cigarette smuggling, 
Singapore now 
targets smokers 
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SINGAPORE (AP) - 
Smokers in Singapore who 
buy smuggled cigarettes may 
find their money going 19 in 
smoke. After failing to curb 
“rampant” cigarette smug- 
gling, the government 
announced Monday it will 
target the other end of the 
racket — people caught 
buying contraband cigarettes 
will be fined up to 5,000 
Singapore dollars ($3,424}, 


the customs department 
announced. And that is only 


for first time offenders. Sub- 
sequent convictions could 
lead to jail for up to two 
years. 


Modern-day 
Bonnie 
and Clyde get 
long sentences 


SEATTLE (R) — A couple 
accused of an eight-ydar 
crime spree which made them 
the most prolific bank rob- 
bers in U.S. history have 
been hit with stiff sentences 
by a federal judge, officials 
said Monday. U.S. District 
Judge Thomas Zily sentenced 
Johnny Williams Jr., accused 
of masterminding 56 bank 
robberies in three states, to 
92 years m prison. Mr. Zjfly 
sentenced Williams' wife, 
Carolyn, to 20 years in prison 1 
for her role as getaway driver ■ 
in the crimes, which netted 
nearly $900,000. Johnny W3- 
liams, 44, nicknamed “Tire 
Shootist” for his trademark 
habit of firing his pistol into 
the ceiling, pleaded guilty 5° 
five counts of bank robbery 
and conspiracy to rob the 56 
banks in Texas, California 
and Washington State. t - 

Push and shove 

no longer banned ! 


LONDON (Agencies) 
Londoners renowned fp r 
calmly and politely queuing 
up for buses are now legally 
entitled to push, shove 
elbow their way on board® 
of January 1. But officials ntf 
London Transport, doing 
away with its 57-year-old 
bylaw requiring people fo 
form orderly queues, said 
they were not predicting N?" 
stop anarchy. ‘1 don’t thi?s 
we are going to see a tot 04 
barging in at bus stops or 
riotus behaviour. We’re still 3 
fairly well-mannered socie- 
ty*” a spokeswoman said- 
“Many people probably d» d 
not realise there was a law W 


COLOMBO l AFP) — A 
Tamil group Tuesday said *, 
eaxed for the safety of its 
afcs after discovering that 
riial Tamil separatist rebels 
toe violating 3 truce with 
ik eovemrr.en; bv carrying 
a® into military-held areas 
of Sri Lanka’s northeast. 

In a letter to Deputy De- 
fence Minister Ar.uruddfaa 
Ratwatte, the People's Li- 
beration Organisation of 
Tamil Eelam I PLOTE) said 
Tamil Tiger rebels were 
"roaming with weapons.” 

The PLOTE said that the 
■«iious violations" by Li- 
beration Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam ILTTE) guerrillas 
threatened the safety” of its 
manned cadres in the east- 
era province. 

Under the truce accord 
anted between President 
Chandrika Kumaratunga and 
LTTE chief Velupillai 
Prabhakaran, the rebels 
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Constitution-making process 
underway in South Africa 


Big power envoys push for peace in 
Bosnia talks; fighting surges in Bihac 


•j CAPE TOWN (AFP) — 
..South Africa’s politicians 
»•„ Tuesday begun the mammoth 
-rtask of writing a new con- 
restitution within 16 months in 
3 process insiders believe 
o-OQuld be marred by bitter 
diagreements. 

The Constitutional Assem- 
- bly started work in earnest 

• - with the aim of producing a 

final blueprint before a May 
*-.10. 1996, deadline set in the 
n_- interim -constitution that is 
..'•scheduled to expire after the 
next general election in 1999. 

The body consists of the 
400-member National 
Assembly and the 90-seat 
Senate; ' President Nelson 
Mandela's African National 
■Congress (ANC) enjoy a 
comfortable majority in both 

• .houses. 

-1. An indication of the poten- 
i-tial for major disagreements 
.clover the new basic law 
demerged Monday, when the 
‘..■Zulu nationalist Inkatha 
. - Freedom Party (IFP) — sig- 
- nailed its intention to make 
van issue of international 
-.''mediation on constitutional 
.-.issues. 

v The IFP was enticed into 
. last April’s all-race election 
: -at the last moment thanks to 
.• .a deal between the ANC and 
.the former ruling National 


• COLOMBO (AFP) — A 
■ ■ -Tamil group Tuesday said it 

■ feared for the safety of its 
- - cadres after discovering that 
-'rival Tamil separatist rebels 
-•-were violating a trace with 
'■'the government by carrying 
•'. arms into military-held areas 

of Sri Lanka’s northeast. 

In a letter to Deputy De- 
fence Minister Annniddha 
Ratwatte, the People’s Li- 
beration Organisation of 
Tamil Eelam (PLOTE) said 
Tamil Tiger rebels were 
“roaming with weapons.” 

The PLOTE said that the 

■ “serious violations” by Li- 
beration Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) guerrillas 

' “threatened the safety” of its 

■ on armed cadres in the east- 

• era province. 

Under the trace accord 
signed between President 
Chandrika Kumaratunga and 
;'LTTE chief Velupillai 
.Prabhakaran, the rebels 


Party (NP) of Deputy Presi- 
dent Frederik de Klerk prom- 
ising international mediation 
over the status of the Zulu 
monarch in the new South 
Africa. 

The ANC and the NP have 
since been reluctant to press 
ahead with arbitration, be- 
lieving it to be unnecessary 
and waste of time. 

But the IFP’s Koos van dcr 
Merwe, speaking before par- 
liament Monday, accused the 
ANC and the NP of reneging 
on their “solemn promise of 
international mediation.” 

The ANC believes that if 
the IFP pushes the issue, the 
constitution-making process 
could be delayed for several 
months. 

The NP is also considering 
adopting constitutional posi- 
tions far removed from those 
of the majority ANC. 

At the party’s annual con- 
gress in Johannesburg last 
week, delegates proposed 
that the enforced power- 
sharing provided in the pre- 
sent, interim constitution be 
extended for another 10 to IS 
years. 

The ANCs stated position 
is that the government of 
national unity, which allo- 
cates cabinet seats on the 
basis of the percentage of 


could only enter government- 
controlled areas in the east 
without weapons. 

Bat on Monday polic e dc- 
tained two senior LTTE 
cadres carrying weapons in 
eastern Batticaloa district, 
officials said. 

Police set the rebels free 
but kept back an automatic 
weapon and grenades after 
negotiations between the two 
sides, officials said. 

The truce between the re- 
bels and security forces con- 
tinued for a 17th day Tuesday 
but defence officials privately 
admit th at “m inor violations” 
by the LTTE were intensify- 
ing with each pasting day. 

“Police decided to keep 
the weapons as evidence that 
the Tigers are violating the 
cessation of hostilities,” a 
senior military official said. 

The Sri Lankan govem- 


votes received, should be 
scrapped and straight major- 
ity rale implemented. 

The ANC also favours a 
strong central government, 
while the NP and the IFP call 
for devolution of powers to 
the country's nine provinces. 

Despite the obvious areas 
of conflict, parliamentarians 
from all parties are optimistic 
that a final consitution can be 
agreed without having to re- 
sort to special deadlock- 
breaking mechanisms. 

To be approved, the new 
constitution will reauire the 
support of two-thiras of the 
Constitutional Assembly — 
the ANC is just short of that 
figure. 

If the Constitutional 
Assembly cannot agree, the 
interim constitution calls for 
a referendum to break the 
deadlock. 

One ANC MP warned of 
“terrible problems” if parties 
refused to approach the issue 
in a spirit of compromise, 
saying the process could be- 
come bogged down as were 
the protracted negotiations 
that produced the interim 
constitution. 

Those talks in Johannes- 
burg were characterised by 
frequent breakdown and 
walkouts by the IFP 


by the LTTE but has attri- 
buted them to poor com- 
munications between the re- 
bels' own high command and 
cadres in the field. 

Tamil groups had warned 
ahead of the trace thai the 
militants would exploit the 
truce. 

Sri Lanka OK’s VOA 

In another development 
Sri Lanka has approved with 
“modifications” construction 
of a controversial relay sta- 
tion for the U.S. state radio 
Voice of America (VOA), 
Foreign Minister Lakshman 
Kadfrgamar said Tuesday. 

.Officials said they hoped 
the decision to approve an 
agreement on the station 
signed by Washington and 
the previous government 
would help Sri Lanka obtain 


SARAJEVO (R) — A re- 
newed surge in fighting in the 
Bihac pocket in northwest 
Bosnia marred a truce hold- 
ing in the rest of the country 
Tuesday as big power 
mediators arrived in Sarajevo 
to push for a peace settle- 
ment. 

Peace envoys from Russia, 
Britain, France and Germany 
joined U.S. diplomat Charles 
Thomas who has spend the 
past two days shuttling be- 
tween the Bosnian govern- 
ment and rival Bosnian Serbs 
in nearby Pale to gauge the 
mood for fresh negotiations 
to end nearly three years of 
war in Bosnia. 

The five-nation “contact 
group” delegation, which 
drew up a peace plan for 
Bosnia last July, travelled 
straight to the Bosnia pres- 
idency building for talks with 
the government. 

The envoys were due to 
meet Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic and other 
Serb officials in Pale later 


TAIPEI (R) — Arch-rivals 
China and Taiwan reached 
breakthrough agreements in 
Beijing Tuesday on repatriat- 
ing hijackers and illegal im- 
migrants fleeing to this 
prosperous island off China's 
southeast coast. 

“Regarding the repatria- 
tion of hijackers and illegal 
immigrants we can say that 
all wordings are serried 
state television showed 
Taiwan’s chief negotiator 
Chiao Jen-Ho telling journal- 
ists in Beijing. 

His Chinese counterpan 
Tang Shubei, secretary 
general of the Association for 
Relations Across the Taiwan 
Strait, said: “all problems are 
solved." 

The agreements, which 
have yet to be signed, repre- 
sent a step forward in a de- 
tente which began with com- 
mercial ties over a decade 
ago and has strengthened 
with an increasing number of 
semi-official visits since 1993. 

Rivalry between China and 
Taiwan goes back to 1949 
when the nationalist armies 
of Chiang Kai-Shek lost the 
Chinese civil war and fled to 
Taiwan. Beijing still refuses 
to rule out using force to 


Tuesday. 

Contact group govern- 
ments want to build on the 
four- month ceasefire, the 
most durable in Bosnia so 
far. The truce received a 
further boost Monday with a 
follow-up accord on supply 
routes into Sarajevo, prison- 
er exchanges and the ftee 
movement of civilians. 

U.N. spokesman Major 
Koos Sol said the ceasefire, 
in place since Jan. 1, con- 
tinued to hold well across 
Bosnia but renewed fighting 
flared in the Bihac pocket. 

U.N. spokesman Major 
Koos Sol said U.N. observers 
had recorded more than 490 
artillery and mortar explo- 
sions south of the town of 
Velika Kladusa in the past 24 
hours. 

The U.N. blamed the surge 
in fighting on Muslim forces 
loyal to Serb-backed Muslim 
tycoon Fikret Abdk who has 
led a campaign against Bos- 
nia’s Muslim-led government 
in an attempt to carve out an 


retake the island. 

“After a separation of 
more than 40 years, differ- 
ences are still' great. The 
agreements are a good begin- 
ning," said Mr. Chiao, 
secretary general of the 
Straits Exchange Founda- 
tion, a quasi -official body 
which handles relations with 
China. 

“There are many problems 
which we are unable to solve 
in a short period of time, but 
generally speaking our goals 
are consistent," Mr. Chiao 
added. • 

The television said that 
under the agreements both 
hijackers and illegal immig- 
rants from China would be 
repatriated swiftly and not be 
subjected to Taiwan's legal 
system. 

It did not say, however, 
whether 16 hijackers current- 
ly in jail in Taiwan would be 
repatriated after their sent- 
ences are served. Taipei has 
in the past expressed fears 
that they might be executed 
after their return. 

The high-level talks, which 
run through Jan. 26, are the 
third between Mr. Chiao and 
Mr. Tang. 


Tamil group accuses rival 
rebels of truce violations 


ment has acknowledged a higher garment export quotas 
series of “minor violations,” to the United States. 


China, Taiwan agree on 
repatriating hijackers 


Defence witness says she saw Simpson’s 
Car; judge allows bloody scene photos 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — In 
a move that surprised pro- 
secutors, lawyers for OJ. 
Simpson contended Monda/ 
that a witness saw the ex- 
football player’s Ford Bronco 

• ’ parked at his house about the 

time his ex-wife and her 
'"friend were murdered two 
'"miles (three kilometres) 
; away. 

I - The prosecution, upset ab- 
'^■out the defence offering last-. 

tixinute witnesses, asked super- 
ior court judge Lance Ito for 
‘.'■a one-week delay in the trial’s 
’■ opening statements. There 
"'was no immediate ruling 
■’from the judge. 

“ In a bearing marked by 
’‘ unusual developments, Mr. 
■"Simpson asked the judge for 
permission to talk to jurors 
'* for about a minute before his 
'‘attorney’s opening state- 
J ment. 

Then he wants to show 
Jurors his scars, injuries and 
•"physical limitations while 
Mead defence attorney John- 
■'■nie Cbchran Jr. delivers his 
remarks. 

“Mr. Simpson will not say 
or do anything objectionable 
or otherwise proceduraliy in- 
appropriate,” said tile re- 
quest, signed by Mr. 
;.Cochran. 

; ! Mr. Ito didn’t immediately 

• pile on the request. 

” In the final countdown of 
..court action before opening 
t statements were to begin in 
-one of the most sensational 
■ murder trials in U.S. history, 
,Mr. Ito ruled that jurors will 
get to see bloody crime scene 

• photographs of the victims' 

' bodies during opening state- 
,ments despite defence objec- 
tions. 

. Mr. Ito turned aside a de- 
fence request to make the 
.prosecution use diagrams in- 
stead of photos of the scene. 
'However, the judge barred 
tiie prosecution from using 
police photos of tests of 
•Wood stains from Mr. Simp- 
lon’s bathroom. 

. Mr. Iro also pm off until 
.next month a hearing on 
whether Simpson’s ex-wife 
■Marquerite Simpson Thomas 
;would be called to testify 
about whether she was 
abused by her husband. 


The information on the de- 
fence witness could provide 
an alibi, since prosecutors 
have suggested the murders 
were committed at about 
10:15 p.m. outside Nicole 
Brown Simpson’s condomi- 
nium. 

It was contained in court 
papers in which the defence 
tried to persuade Mr. Ito to 
allow detective Mark Fuhr- 
man to be questioned about 
allegations he once used an 
ethnic slur aimed at blacks 
and expressed disgust with 
interracial couples. 

The defence claimed that 
Mr. Fuhrman never revealed 
that he interviewed a woman 
who recounted seeing Mr. 
Simpson’s Branco parked 
near his driveway between 
10:15 p.m. and 10:20 p.m. 
the night of the murders, the 
woman, Rosa Lopez, was de- 
scribed as an employee at the 
home next to Mr. Simpson’s 
estate. 

She also told Mr. Fuhrman 
that she beard voices and 
noises coming from Mr. 
Simpson's house from 11 

.m. — about the time Mr. 

imspon left for the airport to 
catch a flight to Chicago — 
and into the morning hours, 
the defence contended. 

The last-minute arguments 
and motions pushed back 
jury instructions and opening 
arguments. The two sides 
were expected to outline dra- 
matically opposing views of 
what happened the night of 
June 12 when Ms. Simpson 
and her friend Ronald Gold- 
man were stabbed and 
slashed to death. 

On hand for the statements 
were Mr. Simpson’s mother, 
Eunice, and older children, 
Jason and Amelle; Ms. Simp- 
son’s mother, Judiths Brown, 
and her three sisters; and Mr. 
Goldman’s father, Fred, and 
sister Kim. Even Mr. Ito's 
parents were there. 

Mr. Simpson, wearing a 
gray pinstripe suit and gray 
print tie, watched the pro- 
ceedings impassively. 

The judge had given the 
defence until Monday morn- 
ing to come op with new 
information or face losing tiie 



Eunice Simpson (in wheelchair), the mother of double 
murder defendant OJ. Simpson, is helped outside the 
courthouse where opening statements in the high-profile 
murder trial began Jan. 23 (AFP photo) 


opportunity to question Mr. 
Fuhrman about the racism 
allegations. The judge ruled 
Friday that the alleged slur 
would be allowed if the de- 
fence could show why it 
would be relevant. 

“(It) is extremely signifi- 
cant that detective Fuhrman 
never filed a report of this 
important information from 
Ms. Lopez,” the defence 
wrote. “Surely, he realised 
that such evidence would 
tend to exclude Mr. Simpson 
as one who could have had 
time to leave his home, com- 
mit the murders, and re- 
turn.” 

In allegedly withholding 
this information, Mr. Fuhr- 
man left himself open TO 
accusations he may have 
planted a bloody glove at 
Simpson's house, a glove that 
matched one at the murder 


scene, the defence papers 
said. 

“No one — so far as is 
known — saw the glove prior 
to, or at the time of, Mr. 
Fuhrman’s alleged find,” the 
defence wrote. “The glove 
got to this spot because some- 
one carried it there.” 

The opening statements, 
could be crucial. The time 
was nearly at hand for the 
truth, as narrowly defined by 
the criminal justice system, to 
emerge before the only audi- 
ence that counts: The jury 
deriding Mr. Simspon's fate. 

“The presumption by most 
criminal lawyers is that jurors 
make up their minds after 
opening statements, and the 
trial is there just to confirm 
or refute their original idea,” 
said Harland Braun, a long- 
time defence attorney in Los 
Angeles. 


Sierra 

Leone 

rebels 

release 

hostages 

GENEVA (AFP) — Two 
hostages kidnapped in Sierra 
Leone, a Russian and a Sier- 
ra Leone national, were re- 
leased Tuesday in neigh- 
bouring Guinea to Red 
Cross workers by people 
saying they belonged to Sier- 
ra Leone’s rebel front, a Red 
Cross spokesman here said. 

There have been several 
kidnappings in Sierra Leone 
in recent months that the 
military government in 
Freetown has blamed on the 
Revolutionary United Front 
(RUF), which has been fight- 
ing the government for the 
last four years. 

Tony Burgener for the In- 
ternational Committee of the 
Red Cross said the two hos- 
tages were turned over to 
ICRC representatives in 
Guekedou, near Guinea's 
southeastern border. 

He said people “presenting 
themselves as members of the 
Revolutionary United Front 
turned over' the two hos- 
tages.” 

Mr. Burgener said the 
ICRC would try to maintain 
contact with tiie RUF to 
obtain the release of the 
other foreigners. Reports 
from Freetown say 11 fore- 
igners have been taken as 
well as at least seven Sierra 
Leone nationals. 

But Mr, Burgener said the 
ICRC did not know the exact 
number and did not know if 
they were all in the hands of 
the RUF. 

The RUF up to now has 
claimed only three of the 
kidnappings, including a Rus- 
sian known as Volodia who 
was seized in May 1994 . 

The Freetown military gov- 
ernment has blamed the RUF 
for all other kidnappings 
since last November. Among 
those held are six Britons, 
three Swiss nationals includ- 
ing uiHi with dual Australian 
nationality, and a German. 


autonomous Muslim pro- 
vince within Bosnia. 

Mr. Koos later said the 
U.N. believed rebel Serb 
forces from Croatia were also 
involved. 

“The bulk of the heavy 
weapons firing would appear 
to be the responsibility of 
RSK (Croatian Serb) and 
Mr. Abdic forces who we 
believe are conducting com- 
pany level probing attack- 
s. . .south of Velika Kladusa,” 
he told reporters. 

The United Nations has 
urged rebel Muslims and 
Croatian Serbs to sign the 
Bosnia ceasefire, but its main 
concern is to keep Bosnian 
Serbs and the Bosnia's 
Musiim-ied army from each 
other’s throats to ensure the 
truce takes root. 

But U.N. reports of minor 
violations indicated that the 
ceasefire agreement was still 
a shaky one. 

Mr. Sol said Serb snipers 
resurfaced in Sarajevo Mon- 
day for the first time this year 


with seven rounds fired into 
the Holiday Inn Hotel. Serb 
and government soldiers also 
exchanged small arms fire in 
the vidnity of the Jewish 
cemetery near a frontline in 
the capital. 

Monday's accord between 
the Bosnian government and 
the Serbs on confidence- 
building measures was 
announced by the U.N. com- 
mander in Bosnia, 
Lieutenant-General Sir 
Michael Rose, before he left 
Sarajevo at the end of his 
assignment. 

His replacement, 
Lieutenant-General Ropen 
Smith, another Briton, was 
expected to take up his com- 
mand in Sarajevo Wednes- 
day. 

“It is all pointing to the fact 
that both sides (Bosnia’s 
Serbs and Muslims) see this 
opportunity as a very real 
opportunity for peace. " Rose 
said. 

The two sides agreed to 


open up supply roads into 
Sarajevo on Feb. 1 to seven 
international humanitarian 
organisations and five Bos- 
nian relief groups. 

Colin Murphy, the U.N. 
Protection Force (UNPRO- 
FOR) deputy civil affairs 
chief in Bosnia, said Serbs 
and the Bosnian government 
reaffirmed plans for the re- 
lease of all war detainees, the 
free movement of civilians 
and for medical evacuations 
from Muslim enclaves when 
needed. 

Asked whether UNPRO- 
FOR had any grounds for 
optimism after a similar 
agreement to implement the 
Dec. 31 ceasefire terms went 
nowhere, Mr. Murphy re- 
plied: 

“My own perception in 
Pale and from talks with the 
Bosnian government (is that 
they) want this series of 
agreements to work and we 
have evidence they are work- 
ing with certain exceptions." 


Indian troops hunt for 
Muslim rebels in Kashmir 


SRINAGAR, India (AFP) 
— Indian troops cordoned off 
vast areas of this Kashmir 
summer capital Tuesday and 
launched a house-to-house 
sweep for Muslim separatist 
guerrillas ahead of India's 
Republic Day Thursday. 

Hundreds of soldiers in 
battle fatigues, backed by the 
paramilitary Border Security 
Force (BSF) and police, laid 
siege before dawn to residen- 
tial quarters in the vicinity of 
the giant Bakshi sports sta- 
dium, police sources said. 

The stadium is to host the 
official Republic Day 
celebrations Jan. 26 during 
which senior Kashmir offi- 
cials are to watch a march- 
past by units of the army, 
paramilitary forces and 
police. 

Police sources said army 
troops fanned out Tuesday in 
the heart on Srinagar, a bas- 
tion of Muslim militants 
fighting for the -secession -of 
Kashmir. India’s^ only 
Musiim-majority state.* * 

At least 250 suspects have 
been taken into custody in 
Srinagar since Friday, the 
sources said. It was not clear 
if anyone had been arrested 
Tuesday. 

Muslim guerrillas have fre- 
quently fired rockets at the 
Bakshi stadium during the 
Republic Day celebrations. 
Although no one has ever 
been killed, officials fear that 
experienced Afghan “merce- 


this year. 

Scores of Afghan mujahe- 
deen, veterans" of the war 
against the Soviet Union, 
have thrown in their lot with 
Muslim separatists in this 
northern state. 

Few of them are known to 
be active in Srinagar, but 
BSF sources said there were 
reports some Afghans may 
have sneaked into the city of 
‘700,000 people. 

“Ail areas around the sta- 
dium are sealed off,” a Srina- 
gar resident told AFP by 
telephone. “Troops are going 
from house to house looking 
for guerrillas as well as arms. In 
some places, all (road) traffic 
has been banned.” 

India accuses’ Pakistan, 
which disputes Kashmir's 
ownership, of arming a-’i 
training the militants. Isla- 
mabad denies the charge, but 
supports what it calls a legiti- 
mate Kashmiri Muslim strug- 
gle for self-determination. 

Hindu threat sparks tension 

In another development, 
Indian security forces fanned 
out across a southern Indian 
city near Bangulore on Tues- 
day after Hindu hardliners 
vowed to hoist the national 
flag on land housing a Mus- 
lim seminary Thursday, 
police said. 

Some 4.500 police officers 
and 600 paramilitary troops 
took up positions in Hubli, 
about 400 kilometres north- 


west of Bangulore, ahead of 
the planned Hindu protest on 
the occasion of Republic 
Day. 

The authorities have ban- 
ned the assembly of more 
than five people in Hubli, 
where police shot dead six 
Hindus during violent pro- 
tests over a flag hoisting bid 
on India’s independence dav 
Aug. 15, 1994. 

“We are taking no 
chances," said Director 
General of Police R. Rama- 
lingam, adding that a security 
alert had been sounded 
across the southern coastal 
state of Karnataka, of which 
Bangalore is the capital. 

Karnataka officials said the 
Hrmv was also on alert in the 
“■'-.le. 

A two-metre-high barbed 
wire fence has been put up 
around the 1 . 2 -acre ground 
which was leased by the state 
government to a Muslim reli- 
gious group -in 1930 for 999 
years. 

Activists of the Hindu- 
revivalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP, Indian People's 
Party) had planted an Indian 
flag on the land two years ago 
but it was reportedly pulled 
down by Muslims. 

Since then, the BJP, the 
main opposition party in Kar- 
nataka, has tried to raise the 
flag at the placfe. BJP leaders 
said more than 50,000 sup- 
porters would storm the Hub- 
li ground on Thursday. 


naries” may do the targeting 

Ghana makes fresh push 
to break Liberia deadlock 


ACCRA (R) — West Afri- 
can heads of state gathered in 
Ghana's capital Accra Tues- 
day for a fresh push to put 
Liberia's derailed peace pro- 
cess back on track. 

Ghanaian officials said 
Liberia’s warlords, who were 
all in Accra, would announce 
whether they bad settled a 
dispute over who should fill 
the fifth and final seat on a 
transitional ruling council. 

The dispute, between 
Liberia's former national 
army and a coalition of smal- 
ler militias, blocked the Jan. 
11 installation of the council 


agreed in a pre-Chrisimas 
accord — the latest in a string 
of deals to end five years of 
civil war. 

Liberia, set up by freed 
American slaves in 1847, has 
been racked by civil war since 
former civil servant Charles 
Taylor invaded from Ivory 
Coast in late 1989. The war 
has killed 150,000 people and 
most Liberians are refugees 
or displaced. 

Ghanaian President Jerry 
Rawlings called the mini- 
sum mir as chairman of the 
Economic Community of 
West African States. Niger- 


ia’s bead of state General 
Sani Abacha, President 
Blaise Compaore of Burkina 
Faso, President Lansana 
Conte of Guinea and Ivory 
Coasts Foreign Minister 
Amara Essy were attending. 
A representative from Sierra 
Leone was also expected. 

The Dec. 21 accord in- 
cluded a timetable for dis- 
armament leading to elec- 
tions in November. A cease- 
fire took effect Dec. 28 and 
appears to be holding. De- 
spite isolated reports of viola- 
tions, no-one has spoken of a 
return to all-out war. 


Foul weather claims 
at least 7 lives in Europe 


AFP 

STORMS sweeping northern 
Europe since the weekend 
have claimed at least seven 
lives, according to reports 
from across the continent 
Monday. 

In Germany at least three 
people were killed in storms 
in the southwest erf the coun- 
try, the authorities said. 

Overnight Sunday a Bel- 
gian man was lolled and five 
people were seriously injured 
in a road crash when winds 
blew an oncoming track into 
the path of their car. 

In north Rhine- 
Westpbalia, a soldier on 
manoeuvres was killed when 
be was hit by a falling tree, 
while in Hessen a 32-year-old 
woman was swept into a river 
in spate and drowned. 

Winds of up to 160 
kilometres per hour were re- 
corded, and several rivers 
rose above the levels they 
reached around Christmas 
1993, when Germany suf- 
fered what at the rime were 


dubbed the floods of the cen- 
tury. 

In Rhineland-Paiatinate, 
several villages were sub- 
merged by steady downpours 
Monday, and meteorologists 
predicted more rain. 

U.S. troops were mobilised 
alongside their German allies 
to help police, fire brigade 
and civil defence teams. 

The Rhine was rising by 15 
centimetres every hour Mon- 
day, and posters were put up 
to warn residents in the low- 
lying areas of Cologne of the 
dangers and of precautions to 
take. 

The Moselle reached 9.40 
metres in Trier, just 1.6 
metres below the level at 
which the whole town would 
be in danger, according to a 
police spokesman. 

In southeastern Poland, 
three people were killed and 
eight were injured when a 
coach was blown off the road 
in high winds near.Sanok, 
police said. 

The coach, carrying mem- 


bers of the first division ice 
hockey team STS Autosan 
Sanok, was crawling along in 
a bid to stay on course but 
was swept off the road 
into a deep ditch, where it 
overturned. 

A police van at the scene 
was also blown into the ditch, 
although no-one was hurt. 

High winds and ice severe- 
ly disrupted road traffic in 
northeastern Poland, and 
three Baltic ferries were 
marooned in port. Weather- 
men said the winds were 
gusting up to 65 knots. 

In the Netherlands, it was 
feared the Meuse could ex- 
ceed rhe critical level over- 
night Monday, and a crisis 
centre was set up in Maas- 
tricht in the southeast of the 
country. 

High winds and hail caused 
severe damage in the central 
region of Zwolle over the 
weekend, and three wind- 
mills were knocked out of 
action at Willemstad in the 
south when the gales ripped 
chunks out of the sails. 
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Space for tolerance 

THE RECENT incarceration of Adel Hus- 
sein, the secretary general of the Egyptian 
Labour Union, by Egyptian authorities has 
clearly galvanised opposition from not only 
the Egyptian Press Association but also from 
the bar association and other professional 
groups in the country. At stake for all those 
who made their opposition to the imprison- 
ment of Mr. Hussein loud and clear was the 
liberty and freedom of thought and express- 
ion. 

Before he was released, some political 
activists went as far as going on a hanger 
strike to drive home their concern about the 
fate of human rights in Egypt. 

Without going into the merits or dements 
of the case presented against Mr. Hussein, 
one has to note that there is still an apparent 
low threshold of tolerance for opposing views 
not only in Egypt but elsewhere in the Arab 
World. On some occasions, even the most 
benign rejection of state policy incurs the 
wrath of Arab governments. This leads us to 
conclude that the culture of human rights has 
yet to spring deep and lasting roots in oar 
societies. To be sure the lack of a culture for 
freedom of thought can be attributed not 
only to governments but also to opposition 
groups and other elements in society. Yet we 
know ontytou well that there has not been' a 
.single people which was able to enter the 
stage of reformation and enlightenment with- 
out the benefit of free flow of ideas including 
those that may appear to so many of us as 
unpopular or unacceptable. Obviously there 
is no quick fix to cultivating a culture for 
genome human rights. It has taken genera- 
tions for other societies to develop such a 
culture, and it looks like it is also going to 
take us some time, here in the Arab World, 
to reach libertarian ideals and goals. 

The burden of promoting and protecting 
tolerance and democracy most rest not only 
on the shoulders of political liberals: All 
democrats, whether conservative in orienta- 
tion or leftist or otherwise, most join forces 
to uphold the culture of democracy, plural- 
ism and human rights. Where the work 
should or could be done is not a subject of 
argument or controversy. Political parties’ 
headquarters, institutions of higher learning 
and the media are the natural places to begin 
and augment the effort. Progressively, new 
institutions have to be established and sup- 
ported. But we have to start now. j 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

TAREQ MASARWEH a columnist in A1 Ra’i daily. 
Tuesday said that Sunday's suicide bombings in Israel are 
one form of resistance to Israeli occupation similar to acts 
carried out by the Lebanese resistance in southern Leba- 
non. Saying that the Rabin government seems unable to 
stop suicide attacks carried out by Palestinians, the writer 
said that acts of violence will not end by holding the 
Palestine National Authority (PNA) responsible for attacks 
on Israeli targets. The Israeli government, said the writer, 
realises that it was due to a series of suicide attacks in 
Lebanon that the Americans and the Israelis were forced to 
abandon their occupation of Beirut. The Palestinian 
resistance, which is now transforming the stone-throwing 
intifada into bombing attacks, could at the end force the 
Israelis out of the occupied Arab lands, said the writer. He 
said the Israelis should realise that the Palestinians, who 
were evicted from their homes since 1948 under the force of 
acts of Jewish terrorism, are now paying back in the same 
coin. The Israelis are now facing the consequences of their 
own acts against the Palestinians, who have been oppres- 
sed, killed, imprisoned or evicted from their towns and 
villages for decades, he added. 

A WRITER in A1 Dustonr urged the Social Security 
Corporation (SSC) to take measures to design a health 
insurance plan for hundreds of thousands of people living 
around the poverty line. Ahmad Shaker said that the SSC 
holdings are in the hundreds of millions of dinars and the 
corporation is in a position to initiate this system and 
provide heaith insurance to Jordanians for certain monthly 
payments. Such a plan would not only be in implementa- 
tion of the present government’s drive to improve the living 
conditions of poor and needy people, but would also ensure 
more stable and secure lives for the majority of the 
Jordanians, said the writer. Many retired people have no 
medical insurance, said the writer.Tbe SSC, which has 
been hesitant to take steps towards introducing a compre- 
hensive health insurance plan, said the writer, should 
realise that there are numerous benefits in the implementa- 
tion of such a scheme. 


Washington Watch 
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30 years later, Martin Luther King’s dream still denied 


‘What happens to a dream 
deferred? Does it dry up?. . 
Or does it explode?’ 


FT WAS just three decades ago that the American rivil 
rights movement, led by Dr. Martin Luther King, suc- 
ceeded in pressing the U.S. Congress to pass into law the 
Civil Rights Act of 196S. It was an amazing period of 
transformation and hope in American society. 

Unity years later, an entire generation of Americans 
have no recollection of the era of legal segregation and 
discrimination under which African-Americans were de- 
nied die right to vote, use public facilities, eat at the same 
restaurants as whites, live in “white” neighbourhoods or go 
to “white'’ schools. Even fewer Americans know that the 
despised system of apartheid that governed the fives of 
South African blacks was based on the racist system that 
had been imposed on African-Americans in the south of 
the U.S. and which lasted for almost 100 yean. 

The civil rights movement, led by Dr. King, exposed the 
evils of segregation in the south and challenged whites in the 
north to face up to their own less formal system of soda] 
discrimination that denied African-Americans rights in 
almost every sector of U.S. political and social fife. 

The decide of the 1960s was a time of great hope and 
change- Two democratic presidents. John F. Kennedy and 
Lyndon B. Johnson moved, at first with hesitation but 
ultimately with great vigour, to make real the promise of 
equality and justice for African-Americans. 

Schools were ordered to be desegregated and racially 
integrated. And where racist state governors and mayors 
resisted, federal soldiers were used to escort African- 
American children to school. Restaurants and other public 
places were ordered desegregated and racist housing laws 
were abolished. And in 1965, when the voting rights of 
African-Americans were guaranteed, race could no longer 
be used as a basis for denying the right to vote or to impose 
barriers which made voting more difficult. 

The non-violent mass movement of hundreds of 
thousands. led by Dr. King, energised and gave hope to 
African-Americans, challenged the conscience of the na- 
tion’s leaders and reshaped the U.S. legal landscape. 

While all of this must be recognised as positive and 
significant steps forward, it must also be understood that 30 
years later, African-Americans remain disproportionately 
poor, crowded into increasingly dilapidated inner city 
ghetto bousing, and victims of racial bias in the economic, 
social and political spheres. 

It was 32 years ago that Dr. King spoke of his dream 
from the steps of Lincoln Memorial in the U.S. capital, 
where be said: 

‘T have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and 
live out the true meaning of its creed: ‘We hold these truths 
to be self-evident; that all men are created equal.’ ... I have 
a dream that my four little children will one day live in a 
. nation where they will not be judged by the colour of their 
skin but by the content of their character.” 

’ Today’ King's dream is still not a reality for the majority 
Of ‘African-Americans in the -U.S. And. moreover, there 
have been some reverses of the progress that was made in 


the 1960s. 

Government-led programmes to produce integration 
have made white bitterness as a by-product “Affirmative 
action” programmes, which were designed to give 
American- Americans compensatory opportunities to make 
□p for the opportunities denied to them during the three 
centuries of slavery and institutional racism, have also 
produced a feeling among some whites that they are being 
denied opportunities, that such programmes have gone too 
far and must be stopped or reversed. And while this 
sentiment is particularly prevalent in the south, it is a 
national phenomenon. 

From the height of the dvQ. rights movement in the 1960s 
and the support it received from Democratic presidents and 
the Democratic Congress, there has been an erosion of 
southern white support for the Democratic Party. Republi- 
cans have actively courted these alienated white voters (a 
dis p roportionate number of whom are men). As the 
November elections demonstrated, the shift of southern 
white voter allegiance to the Republican Party produced 
the Republican takeover of Congress. This shift will result 
in a negative impact on federal social programmes primari- 
ly targetted to assist African-Americans. 

Republican victories based in part on calling for an end 
to those soda! programmes designed in the 1960s have 
caused even some Democrats to abandon this agenda. 
African-Americans are watching these changes, which are 
causing them to feel even more isolated as they watch 
support for their conc e rns fade in Washington, even in 
people who were once considered allies. 

Earlier in this century, Langston Hughes, an African- 
American poet, wrote: 

“What happens to a dream deferred 

Does it dry up 

Like a raisin in the sun? 

Or fester like a sore — ... 

Maybe it just sags 
Like a heavy load. 

Or does it explode?” 

The effects of these denied dreams on African- 
Americans, of their growing sense of frustration and loss, 
and of what has now become endemic poverty and 
deprivation, have been devastating. 

As Reverend Jesse Jackson, an early follower of Dr. 
King, and one of the leading voices in the African- 
American community today, has noted that the prolonged 
pain of African-Americans has become internalised and 
has produced self-destructive behaviour, especially among 
the young. In a speech on the crisis racing African- 
American youths, delivered a year ago. Reverend Jackson 
observed: 

The combination of social and economic neglect on 
the one hand and aggressive negative rhetoric and actions 
on the other — by both pcliticaTparties, the private sector, 
our education and health care systems, along with inadequ- 
ate housing and environmental racism — over a protracted 
period of time, has resulted in turning serious problems 
into institutionalised conditions with violent consequences. 
It has produced an underclass of people with aggressive 
negative self-esteem ... They value neither their own fife 
nor the life of another.” 

The statistics are overwhelming and disheartening. 
African-American unemployment remains more than twice 
that of whites (13.8 per cent to 6.2 per cent). Among young 
African-American men, aged 18-35, the unemployment 
rate is 31 per cent. The percentage of African-American 
families living below the official poverty fine is a staggering 
33 per cent, while only 11 per cent of white families are 
poor. This deep disparity exists even- among those who 
work. The average white family income is $40 .000 . while 
the average income for an African-American family is only 
$ 22 , 000 . 


Murky political landscape 
for post- Yeltsin Russia 


By Larry Ryckman 

The Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Russia's 
bloody war in Chech enya 
and the chaos in the Krem- 
lin are forcing Western 
leaders to look beyond 
Boris Yeltsin. 

They might not like what 
they see. The view of Mos- 
cow’s political landscape is 
murky at best, with no 
dear successors to die Rus- 
sian president emerging 
from the shadows. 

Volatile Russian politics 
can turn on a kopek, but at 
the moment it seems no 
one could be elected, in- 
cluding and especially, Mr. 
Yeltsin. His five-year term 
e x p ir e s in June 1996, and it 
is not dear whether he'll 
even seek reelection. 

Russians have long been 
cynical about their leaders, 
but the anger and disgust 
now directed at all political 
factions is startling. Not a 
single major figure, from 
ultranationalist Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky to reformer 
Yegor Gaidar, has escaped 
the tarnish of public fife. 

For some, that raises the 
troubling prospect of ambi- 
tious generals or Kremlin 
cabals conspiring to ensure 
that the next presidential 
election is never held. 

The man many in the 
West would like to see in 
charge, former prime 


minister Gaidar, is too 
closely associated with the 
increasingly unpopular 
president and his even 
more unpopular economic 
reforms. 

Mr. Gaidar has broken 
with Mr. Yeltsin over 
Chech enya, but his appeals 
for mass anti-war demon- 
strations have generated 
about as much enthusiasm 
as bis cold, professorial 
campaign speeches. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky, who 
declared bis presidential 
casdidacv yet again this 
week, reformers in par- 
liamentary elections. 

His many campaign 
promises have gone unkept 
and his outrageous pro- 
nouncements elicit more 
shrugs than shock. Today, 
he is the only top politician 
more distrusted than Mr. 
Yeltsin in public opinion 
surveys. 

“In any election, f Zhir- 
inovsky) can't receive more 
than 10 per cent.” said Yuri 
Levada, the director of the 
Russian Centre for Public 
Opinion and Market Re- 
search. "He is a reaUy un- 
popular person.” 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, second in 
power only to Mr. Yeltsin, 
would have to be consi- 
dered the favourite in a 
presidential race. U.S. 
Vice President Al Gore has 
maintained close contacts 


with Mr. Chernomyrdin, a 
former director of the 
Soviet Union’s giant natu- 
ral gas industry. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin pre- 
sents a solid, image, but he 
seems uncomfrotable with 
the speech- making and 
glad-handing of modern 
politics. Still, some believe 
this lack of spark could be 
appealing to a public tired 
of turmoil. 

One newspaper said Mr. 
Chernomyrdin had boosted 
his chances by stepping for- 
ward in the past week as a 
peacekeeper in the 
Chechen crisis. 

“If the day before yester- 
day the world was still 
trying to guess whether 
there was an alternative to 
Boris Yeltsin, today some 
will probably see the 
answer in the face of the 
prune minister." the daily 
Commersant said Tuesday. 

Like Gaidar, however, 
Mr. Chernomyrdin is a 
closley linked with Mr. 
Yeltsin, a factor that could 
hurt him in a national elec- 
tion. 

Another close Yeltsin 
associate. Moscow Mayor 
Yuri Luzhkov, is often 
mentioned as a possible 
candidate for president in 
1996. but his support out- 
side the capita] remains in 
question. 

Contenders less palat- 
able in Western circles are 


Communist Party chief 
Gennady Zyuganov and 
former vice president Alex- 
ander Rutskoi. Although 
communists have returned 
to power in some former 
Soviet satellites, there 
appeare to be little appetite 
in Russia for either man. 

With all of the dtsrfafn for 
professional politicians, it 
is perhaps not surprising 
that an outside was the one 
national figure to see his 
standing rise In the past 
year. 

Gen. Alexander Lebel, 
Russia s most outspoken 
soldier, openly admires 
t-niic s former dictator 
Gen. Augusto Pinochet! 
but says he has no plans to 

self pre * idenc y him- 

.,***?, PuMk criticism of 
Mr. Ydisin as a “minus” 
would have gotten him 
nred m any other country 
out Gen. Lebed is 
apparently too popular to 
touch. For now, the com- 
mander of Russia’s 14th 
Army would apparently 
settle for the job of defence 
minister, when and if it 
becomes available. 

"My bet is, if we have 
new elections, most likely 
our new president will 
come from outside the 
Moscow establishment,” 
said Andrei Korcunov. an 
analyst with the Institute of 
the USA and Canada. 



And these statistics are just the tip of an imposingly 
negative iceberg. Hie desperation of African-Americans 
can be found in any social or economic statistic one might 
choose. African-American life expectancy, for example, is 
seven years less than that of whites, and African- 
Americans' infant mortality rates are three times higher 
than that of whites. 

Long-term poverty and lack of employment opportunity 
suggested in these statistics of have produced aAchmate 
despair anger — and crime — in U.S. inner cities. The 

number of African-American males in prison is higher than 
the number enrolled in higher education. In all, 26 per cent 
of African-American men between the ages of 16 and 35 
are either in jail, on probation, or on parole! 

The wonder of these statistics is that, for the most part, 
this issue have virtually dropped off the national agenda. 
There is a shocking lack of attention being paid to the 
effects of the deferred dream by foe leadership of both 
political parties. 

As I have noted before, it is possible to five in 
Washington, D.C., (or just about any other major U.S. city, 
for that matter) and know little of the plight of the majority 
of the African-American community — which comprises 
two-third's of the ay’s population. Because of residual 
segregation and the effects of the long-term poverty, the 
African-American ghetto is physically separate from 
“white” neighbourhoods, the downtown shopping area and 
the business centre where most whites work. 

The problems of the ghetto (crime, the brutality of daily 
fife, poverty and unemployment) are read about, but they 
are not experienced or even seen first-hand by most 
Americans. 

Whites are concerned about crime, afraid of drugs and 
violence — but these are not “their” problems — the 
solution proposed by conservatives is more prison and 
d i ffer penalties, including more death sentences. Little 
attention is given to how to address and solve the systemic 
nature of these problems. 

A further result of this situation is a growing restiveness 
and anger in the African-American community, where 
radical and militant leadership (like that of Nation of Main 
leader Louis Farrakban) is competing with those, like Jesse 
Jackson, who have come to be viewed by some angry 
African-American youths as discredited and “coopted by 
the white establishment." 

One generation after Dr. King, the dream is still a dream 
— and, for too many, reality is a nightmare. A new 
generation of African-American leadership continues to 
present to the U.S. national conscience the challenge of the 
slain civil rights leader. 

It is a two-pronged challenge. 

To its own African-American constituency, the new 
leadership presents the challenge, in the words of Jesse 
Jackson, “to rise up and stop the killing, rebuild the 
community, protect and save the children from violence 
and despair.” It is a moral challenge of self-help. As Dr. 
King himself had noted, it is the oppressed themselves who 
must first decide if real change is to come, and change 
themselves. 

But to the U:S. government the civD rights leadership of 
the 19905 present a different challenge: to create employ- 
ment opportunities in the inner cities, to rebufid the 
infrastructure of the dries, to proride adequate health care 
and education — in other words, to restore hope to the 
dream. 

Three decades after the high point of the civxl rights 
movement, the dream of Dr. King has not been realised. 
But- it is dear - that as America celebrated Dr. King’s 
birthday last week, that millions of Americans of both races 
remain committed to the dream and the vision of die 
dreamer. 


Israeli economy spells 
trouble for Rabin 


By Tova Cohen 
Reuter 

TEL AVTV — To judge by 
economic growth of seven 
per cent in 1994 and unem- 
ployment down by a quar- 
ter. Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin might have 
expected Israel's economy 
to give him little trouble in 
the opinion polls. 

But a plummeting stock 
market, rising inflation and 
high interest rates have ere- ' 
ated a grim economic cli- 
mate. Analysts now say his 
government has to come up 
with solutions fast or face 
the consequences in next 
year’s general elections. 

“Rabin finally under- 
stands that the issue of the 
economy can topple him.” 
said Mordechai Troroush. 
acting president of the 
Israel Federation of Cham- 
bers of Commerce. 

Even officials privately 
admit the economy, not 
peace, will deride the fu- 
ture of the government. 
And Israel’s economy, as 
ever, has proved perplexing 
even for the experts, giving 
out strong positive and 
negative signals at the same 
time. 

“Israel's economv is basi- 
cally healthy — but with 
problems,” said Jonathan ' 
Katz, senior economist at 
capjtal holdings consul- 
tants. 

While the economy grew 
at one of the fastet rates in 
the Western world, infla- 
tion rose 14.5 per cent, the 
highest since 1991, and the 
balance of payments deficit 
more than doubled to $3.0 
billion. 

To reign in inflation, the 
cenrral bank raised interest 
rates seven times during the 
course of the year. Each 
time, the Israeli media un- 
leashed a barrage of debate 
and complaints from the 
public and industrialists. 

The result was a sickly stock 
market whose major index 
plunged 37 peT cent. Priva- 
tisation virtually came to a 
halt as the government 
managed to raise only S2G4 


million from company self- 
offs. well down from $1.2 
billion in 1993. 

“The government does 
not seem prepared to do 
anything.” Mr. Trotoush 
said. 

Israelis' dissatisfaction 
with the government's 
handling of the economy 
has led to infighting among 
cabinet members. 

Police Minister Moshe 
Shahal stoked the embers 
before a cabinet meeting on 
Sunday, sending Mr. Rabin 
a scathing criticism of Fi- 
nance Minister Avraham 
Shohat's economic policy. 

Local media quoted Mr. 
Shahal's report as saying 
the government was "hurt- 
ling full speed toward an 
economic disaster.” 

But all ministers could 
agree on. after a marathon 
meeting, was to lower the 
volume on their debate 
over who was to blame. 

And analysts see little 
prospects for improvement 
in 1995. 

”1 don’t see the problem 
of the balance of payments 
being solved in 1995,” said 
Hezy Gutman, head of eco- 
nomics at the powerful 
Manufacturers' Associa- 
tion. 

The civilian trade deficit 
ballooned to 58.3 billion in 
1994 from S6 billion in 1993 
and Mr. Gutman docs not 
expect this figure to narrow 
in 1995. 

Exporters say another 
problem is the shekel, 
which has been propped up 
by high domestic interest 
rates. The Bank of Israel 
has resisted all calls for a 
devaluation. 

“They (the bank) say a 
devaluation will cause insta- 
bility but an appreciation is 
just as unstable.” Mr. Gut- 
man said. 

He drew comparisons 
with Mexico, whose eco- 
‘ nomy plunged into a crisis 
last month when the gov- 
ernment allowed the peso 
to float freely. The result 
was a 35 per cent devalue- > 
don. _-.rMr.fi 
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FOLLOWING is Che text of the drift agreement concluded 
by the Jordanian -Palestinian Economic and Fina ncial 
Committee which ended its meetings in Amman Monday: 


Preamble 

Stemming from the historic 
and deep-rooted ties be- 
tween the Jordanian and 
the Palestinian peoples, 
and with the aim of the 
attainment of common in- 
terests and goals, and 
reiterating the desire of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan and Palestine to 
achieve the highest level of 
cooperation and integra- 
tion m all fields, based on 
the close ties that prove a 
solid ground for elevating 
bilateral relations to adv- 
anced levels and integra- 
tion in the interests of both 
peoples within the context 
of a common future, and to 
enhance and support all 
good efforts exerted with 
oar brothers in the Arab 
countries to attain the 
aspired goals and boost the 
standing of our Arab Na- 
tion and enable it to con- 
front the challenges, and as 
an expression of our com- 
mon aspirations and noble 
goals that are sought by 
both parties, the two sides 
have agreed that it is cru- 
cial to formulate a unified 
strategy based on the fol- 
lowing principles: 

1. The necessity of compre- 
hensive and constant coor- 
dination between the two 
sides to attain the common 
goals in the interest of both 
peoples. 

2. The two sides affirm that 

Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tions are special and unique 
and constitute a model to 
enhance the potentials and 
capabilities of the Arab Na- 
tion and to extend bridges 
of trust, understanding and 
cooperation among the 
(Arab) people, enabling 
the Arab Nation to assume 
its responsibilities and its 
deserved place (in the in- 
ternational community), 
especially in the light of 
international develop- 
ments. ■ ■ 

3: 'The Hashemite King-™ 
dom of Jordan reiterated, 
its constant and continuous 
support for the Palestinian 
people, under the lead- 
ership of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 
(PLO), to attain their right 
to self-determination on 
their national soil and to 
establish an independent. 
Palestinian state, and to 
support the Palestinian 
quest to implement the 
Palestinian- Israeli declara- 
tion of principles (DoP) as 
a step towards the realisa- 
tion of the Palestinian peo- 
ple's national rights. 

4. The Hashemite King- 
dom of Jordan will cooper- 
ate with the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
in all fields, and will pro- 
vide all the needed exper- 
tise to build national in- 
stitutions capable of assum- 
ing their responsibilities 
and tasks in the interests of 
the Palestinian people. 

5. The two sides reiterate 
their commitment to the 
concept of a comprehen- 
sive solution on the basis of 
international legitimacy 
and United Nations Secur- 
ity Council resolutions 242, 
338, and 435 and the res- 
toration of all legitimate 
rights. 

6. The two sides pledge to 
work jointly towards inter- 
Arab reconciliation and the 
achievement of Arab soli- 
darity in the interest of the 
brotherly peoples and all of 
the Arab Nation in order to 
boost opportunities for a 
just peace that will 
guarantee security and de- 
velopment for the good of 
the Arab people, to con- 
solidate (the Arab Na- 
tion's) collective belonging, 
and to safeguard human 

I rights and dignity. 


7. The two pledge con- 
tinuous cooperation and 
coordination in all regional 
and international forums 
and organisations to serve 
the interests of both sides 
and the higher Arab in- 
terests. 

8. The agreement chat Jor- 
dan signed with Israel on 
Oct. 26, 1994 constitutes an 
important step towards the 
restoration of Jordan's 
sovereign rights on its land, 
water and borders and to- 
wards securing the rights of 
the (Palestinian) refugees 
displaced in 1948 and 1967 
in accordance with interna- 
tional laws and resolutions. 
The agreement also en- 
hances the other tracks of 
negotiations in a way that 
secures the attainment of 
Arab legitimate rights. 

9. In order to complement 
all aspects of coordination 
and consultation and to 
serve the interests of the 
two peoples, the two sides 
believe it is crucial to re- 
activate the Jordanian- 
Palestinian higher commit- 
tee to follow up mutual 
issues of concern, and pro- 
vide an appropriate 
mechanism that would en- 
sure the realisation of the 
two peoples' interests 
through constant and direct 
contacts. 

First: Monetary Affairs 

1. The two sides agree that 
the Jordanian dinar will re- 
main the currency in use in 
addition to the other cur- 
rencies in circulation in the 
self-rule areas. 

Being so, it will be a legal 
means for payment for all 
purposes and official deal- 
ings and procedures and 
will be accepted by the 
Palestine National Author- 
ity (PNA) and its various 
institutions as well as 
banks. 

2. The two sides agree to 
comusttmg themselves to 
entering-,] uto -comptehen- 
rsive ' and 'early ' negotiations 

aimed at organising 1 the 
process of exchanging 
Jordanian dinars in the self- 
rule areas for local Palesti- 
nian currency. They also 
commit themselves to tak- 
ing arrangements and other 
obligations required in this 
respect should the PNA de- 
cide to have separate 
Palestinian currency. 

The two sides also pledge 
to refrain from taking any 
abrupt unilateral measures 
concerning monetary 
affairs under any circumst- 
ances that could adversely 
affect the monetary stabil- 
ity in any of the two coun- 
tries or negatively affect 
tbeir mutual economic 
dealings. 

3. The Palestinian side 
undertakes to make all loc- 
al payments in the Jorda- 
nian dinar until the new 
Palestinian currency has 
been issued. 

Second: Banking 
1. The licensing of banks 
in PNA areas 

1.1 The PNA will issue 
licences to commercial 
banks operating in the 
self-rule areas. This cov- 
ers Jordanian banks 
opening branches in 
Palestinian territories. 
1.2. The Jordanian and 
the Palestinian sides will 
offer the required facili- 
ties (under the existing 
legislations in Jordan 
and Palestine) for 
businesses to open bran- 
ches or offices for the 
Jordanian or the Palesti- 
nian banks in either 
country if these banks 
have tbeir head offices in 
Jordan or in the Palesti- 


nian lands. 

1.3. Licences issued by 
the Central Bank of Jor- 
dan to Jordanian banks 
operating in the West 
.Bank which will later fall 
under the jurisdiction of 
the PNA will remain 
valid provided that these 
banks be subject to any 
new legislations issued 
by the PNA in the fu- 
ture. 

The two sides agreed 
to coordinate their work 
concerning the licensing 
of new branches for 
Jordanian banks which 
have not been licensed 
before the signing of this 
agreement until the 
PNA takes charge of all 
authorities in the occu- 
pied West Bank. 

2. Control and 
supervision of banking 
operations 

2.1. The two sides agreed 
to set up ajoint committee 
from the Central Bank of 
Jordan and the .Palestine 
Monetary Authority to 
undertake the task of 
laying the foundations and 
the mechanism to conduct 
control and supervision on 
branches and offices of 
Jordanian banks operating 
in the Palestinian territor- 
ies in a manner that would 
ensure sound liquidity for 
these banks. This proce- 
dure will continue until the 
Palestine Monetary Au- 
thority has finalised its own 
control and supervision sys- 
tem. 

2.2. The Basel Agreement 
will serve as reference in 
matters related to the pro- 
cess of coordinating control 
over banks and the dis- 
tribution of authorities be- 
tween the two sides. 

The Palestine Monetary 
Authority and the Central 
Bank of Jordan will ex- 
change information and 
data on Jordanian banks 
and bank offices operating 
'jit the Palestinian lands via 
..thcwj am U committee- men- • 
tioned under item 2:1. 

- • They -will also exchange 
statistics related to Jorda- 
nian dinars deposited in 
non-Jordanian banks oper- 
ating in the Palestinian ter- 
ritories. 

The Central Bank of Jor- 
dan will present the PNA 
through the joint commit- 
tee any information on sta- 
tistics connected with the 
activities of Palestinian 
banks that are operating or 
would be operating in Jor- 
dan and those of Jordanian 
banks operating on the 
West Bank. 

2.4 The Central Bank of 
Jordan will offer expertise 
and services to the Palesti- 
nian side to help it create a 
Palestine Monetary Au- 
thority and recruit cadres 
for banking operations 
within a programme con- 
ducted by the Central Bank 
of Jordan and the training 
facilities of banks in Jor- 
dan. 

2.5. The Jordanian side will 
make available sufficient 
reserve liquidity in Jorda- 
nian dinars for Jordanian 
banks operating in the self- 
rule areas in accordance 
with rules to be set by the 
joint committee. 

The two rides will con- 
duct immediate consulta- 
tions in case of emergency 
in line with policy to be 
worked out by the joint 
-committee. 

6.2 The two sides will con- 
duct immediate consulta- 
tions to deal with any 
emergency in monetary 
questions related to the cir- 
culation of Jordanian di- 
nars in the self-rule re- 
gions. 

This agreement will be 
revised at the request of 
any of the two parties and 
whenever die need arises. 


Jordan unlikely to get major 
EU debt write- off — diplomats 


France vows to reassert role 


(Continued from page 12) 
Jordan-Israel peace treaty, 
he said. 

In the Israel-PLO context, 
die EU folly supported the 
Palestinian rejection of 
Israeli settlements in the 
occupied territories and also 
backed the Palestinian right 
to se tf-de termination in re- 
turn for the rights of every 
country, including Israel, to 
lives in peace within secure 
borders. 

“We deem the Israeli set- 
tlements in the occupied ter- 
ritories as illegal, '’ he said. 
“Our stand is dearly known 
to Israel, and we consistently 
remind the Israelis of our 


positions mat are indeed a 
key point in on r rela- 
tionship 

Mr. Bajolet said “the basic 
principles” that the EU be- 
lieves as the pillars of any just 
peace in the region also in- 
clude “the restitution of all 
occupied territories, refusal 
to accept farts acoomplis in 
Jerusalem and denunciation 
of terrorism.” 

“We condemn the recent 
bomb attack that claimed in- 
nocent lives in Israel,” he 
said referring to Sunday's 
suicide explosions in 
Netanya. Asked whether 
such attacks would have any 
bearing on EU assistance and 


support for the Palestinian 
National Authority in Gaza 
and Jericho, Mr. Bajolet 
said: “Our commitment to 
help the Palestinian territor- 
ies is firm and solid and ex- 
tremist attacks do not have 
any bearing on our commit- 
ment.'’ 

Mr. Bajolet said the Euro- 
pean Union, which has com- 
mitted 500 million European 
Currency Units (ECUs), or 
about $570 mOtion, at a rate 
of 100 million ECUs (5114 
million) every year for five 
years, as aid to the Palesti- 
nians, bad already allocated 
85 million ECUs (S96 mil- 
lion) to the territories. 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Chances of Jor- 
dan realising its quest for a 
substantial write-off of its 
debts owed to the Paris Gub 
of creditor governments are 
slim, given the economic 
preoccupation of some of the 
European countries and the 
non-urgent nature of the 
Jordanian request, two Euro- 
pean diplomats said Tuesday. 

The diplomats also said 
Jordan's means to attain self- 
sufficiency and economic 
advancement were mainly 
through making itself attrac- 
tive to foreign investment 
and this is a task that the 
Kingdom bad to undertake 
On its own. 

The assertions were made 
by French Ambassador Ber- 
nard Bajolet and German 
Charge d'Affaires Michael 
Bock at a press conference 
held to mark the French 
assumption of office as the 
rotating president of the 
European Union (EU) with 
effect from Jan. 1. 

They were answering a 
question bow far the EU had 
gone in fulfilling its promise 
of “investment for peace” 
seen as inevitable if Arab- 
Israeli peace accords were to 
be sustained and consoli- 
dated. 

About 53.5 billion of Jor- 
dan’s foreign debts are owed 
to the Paris Gub. More than 
two-thirds of it have been 


rescheduled since 1989. 
Under an agreement reached 
last year. Jordan will be 
paying token amounts of in- 
terest until 1997, when fresh 
rescheduling negotiations are 
expected on the outstanding 
amount. 

Mr. Bajolet said EU mem- 
bers accounted for 60 per 
cent of the 51.2 billion of 
Jordanian debts that were 
rescheduled under “very 
generous terms” in June 
1994. 

“I don’t expea (the EU) to 
go any further that this” in 
debt relief for Jordan, said 
the ambassador. He also 
noted that the total EU 
assistance to Jordan in 1994, 
in the form of contribution by 
individual governments and 
aid channelled by the EU 
Executive Commission, was 
300 million European curren- 
cy units (ECUs), or about 
9340 million. 

The amount of debt write- 
off offered by EU member 
states to Jordan in 1994 was 
63 million ECUs (about S71 
million) and debt-equity 
swap around 120 million 
ECUs ($140 million), Mr. 
Bajolet said. 

Acknowledging that the 
U.S., another member of the 
Paris Gub, is offering $702 
million in debt write-off to 
Jordan, Mr. Bajolet said, 
however, that “there is no- 
thing that obliges us to im- 
itate the U.S. or anyone 
else.” 


“We have economic diffi- 
culties and there are definite 
objective budget limitations 
to what we could do," he 
said. 

According to the ambassa- 
dor, the U.S. debt write-off 
was also contingent on Jor- 
dan signing the Oct. 26 peace 
treaty with Israel. 

"Europe docs not have a 
record of making aid to Jor- 
dan contingent on political 
agreements or peace 
treaties,” Mr. Bajolet said. 
“That is of course not to 
downplay our total and com- 
plete support for the 
Jordanian- Israeli peace trea- 
ty and appreciation of Jor- 
dan’s commitment to peace." 

Furthermore, Jordan “be- 
longs to a category of coun- 
tries which receive intermedi- 
ate revenue and thus ex- 
cluded from debt forgive- 
ness," Mr. Bajolet said. 

However, the unlikelihood 
of debt write-off of any sub- 
stantial amount “does not 
mean that we would not do 
anything to help Jordan," 
added die ambassador. He 
said the EU stood ready to 
discuss with “the Jordanian 
authorities specific projects, 
including those which have a 
regional nature," and poss- 
ibly extend financing with 
soft terms. 

Mr. Bock suggested that it 
might not be a good idea for 
Jordan to press for debt for- 
giveness. “We think the rail 
for debt forgiveness has been 


exaggerated," said the Ger- 
man charge d’affaires. 

Given the expectations of 
foreign private sector invest- 
ments in Jordan after the 
Kingdom signed peace with 
Israel, “debt write-offs have 
the negative ride that once 
anv country gets debt write- 
off, the private sector thinks 
there is something wrong 
with the country’s economy," 
Mr. Bock asserted. 

The German diplomat 
cited the example of Poland, 
which received a more than 
50 per cent write-off of its 
foreign debts three years ago, 
and noted that foreign inves- 
tors were reluctant to invest 
in Poland because of the very 
perceptions created by the 
debt forgiveness. 

“On the other hand, Jor- 
dan is very much justified in 
its expectations, considering 
that international interest in 
any particular country re- 
mains focused as long as the 
country remains within the 
•centre of political focus and 
tends to fade once the politic- 
al focus shifts." 

Both Ambassador Bajolet 
and Mr. Bock said the main 
share of the effort to invite 
foreign capital to Jordan 
rested with the Kingdom it- 
self. While European coun- 
tries would extend help 
wherever possible, “it is up to 
Jordan itself to create a cli- 
mate conducive to foreign 
investment from the private 
sector,” said Mr. Bajolet. 


Accords seen to signal well-founded relationship 


(Continued from page 1) 

tionship prior to an Israeli 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, the 
Palestinian peoples' attain- 
ment of their nght to self- 
determination and particular- 
ly a solution to the- problem 
of Palestinian refugees. 

The Palestinian-Israeli 
agreement, signed in 1993, 
does not define the future of 
the Israeli-occupied Palesti- 
nian territories as final status 
negotiations were put (rtf to a 
later stdge.' '- L " ' 

The Palestinians, however, 
had been seeking to reach a 
clearly defined framework 
with Jordan based on future 
confederal relations. The 
Palestinians were hoping that 
such an agreement will en- 
hance their quest for 
sovereignty in their negotia- 
tions with Israel, and will 
make the idea of an indepen- 
dent state more acceptable to 
the U.S. and Israel. 

The agreement drafted this 
week responds partly to 
Palestinian objectives as it 
includes an unequivocal 
Jordanian support for the 
aspired Palestinian goal for a 
negotiated settlement with 
Israel i.e. an independent 
Palestinian state with Jeru- 
salem as its capital. 

Both Jordanian and 
Palestinian officials express- 
ed satisfaction with the terms 
of the agreement. Palestinian 
officials hope that the agree- 
ment will lessen the depend- 
ence of the autonomous areas 
and the occupied West Bank 


on Israel. 

The need for closer coop- 
eration and even integration 
with Jordan was reinforced 
by Israel's constant closure of 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip as a reprisal for Palesti- 
nian attacks. 

“With or without the 
Israeli closures, integration 
with Jordan is crucial for the 
Palestinian struggle for inde- 
pendence," Ahmad Qouriea, 
the Palestinian official who 
reached the agreements with 
Israel, told the Jordan Times . 
on Tuesday. _ _ ** T . _ 

Previous efforts to reach a. 
cooperation agreement be-* 
tween Jordan and the Palesti- 
nians foundered as Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat re- 
frained from signing any 
agreements at the last mi- 
nute. 

Mr. Arafat was afraid, 
according to Palestinian offi- 
cials, that an agreement with 
Jordan would limit his man- 
oeuvrability with Israel, espe- 
cially that Israel was refusing 
to accept Palestinian 
sovereignty and Jordan was 
not ready to commit itself to 
a confederation between two 
independent states. 

The Palestinian leader, it 
seems, was also more confi- 
dent of international political 
and financial support and of 
Israel's commitment to im- 
plement the self-rule agree- 
ment. 

But as international aid did 
not flow in as Mr. Arafet had 
anticipated, and the constant 
delay in the implementation 
of die self-rule agreement 


Arafat arrives here today 


(Continued from page 1) 


He said the memorandum, 
which is based on mutual 
acceptance and support for 
each others’ negotiations and 
agreements with Israel, does 
not in any way contradict the 
Palestinian-Israeli declara- 
tion of principles or the Oct. 
26 Jordan-Israeli peace trea- 
ty- 

The accord contains a 
Jordanian commitment to 
support the implementation 
of the declaration of princi- 
ples and the Palestinian quest 
for an independent Palesti- 
nian state with Jerusalem as 
its capital. This is recipro- 
cated by Palestinian support 
of the Jordanian -Israeli peace 
accord. 

Analysts and officials said 
Jordan and the PLO-led 
Palestine National Authority 
(PNA) need each other’s 
backing in order to improve 
their positions in negotiations 
with Israel as well as their 
standing in the Arab World. 

This rapprochement came 
after the two sides readied an 
understanding over the 
quesetion of Jordan’s role in 
the Islamic shrines in Arab 
East Jerusalem based cm the 
Kingdom’s support for 
Palestinian claims to 
•sovereignty over the Holy 
City as part of the Kingdom's 
territories Israel occupied in ' 
1967. 

“The Palestinian accept- 
ance of the Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty practically 


means that it acknowledges 
Jordanian custodianship of 
the holy shrines in Jeru- 
salem,” said one official. 
“We assured the Palestinians 
that Jordan will hand over 
custodianship once they got 
sovereignty over the city. We 
have no hidden intentions." 

In another sign of impro- 
ving relations, Jordan said 
that its decision in September 
to hand over religious affairs, 
mosques and Islamic Sharia 
courts in the West Bank, 
excluding East Jerusalem, 
should benefit the Palesti- 
nians and not the Israelis. 

“The government reaf- 
firms that after it relin- 
quished links with Islamic 
Awqaf and Sharia courts^ in 
the West Bank, excluding 
Jerusalem, this responsibility 
goes to the Palestinian Au- 
thority, which is the only 
party to benefit from this 
decision and to shoulder this 
responsibility," Mr. Kabariti 
told the news agency Petra on 
Tuesday. 

According to Jordanian 
officials, the foreign minis- 
ter’s statement came after 
Palestinians expressed con- 
cern that the Israelis were 
trying to control these institu- 
tions after the Jordanian 
handover in areas where the 
self-rule authority had not yet 
extended its rule. 

“We assured them that 
Jordan would not hand over 
any of these institutions in 


coupled with the paramount 
task of reconstructing a de- 
vastated economy and a 
strong internal opposition,' 
Mr. Arafat returned to Jor- 
dan. 

Many PNA officials had 
been pressing Mr. Arafat to 
reach agreements, with Jor- 
dan and deepen the relations 
with the Kingdom and in- 
crease his manoeuvrability 
with Israel. 

Glances for a Jordanian- 
Palestinian agreement nar- 
rowed when Israelrixogniswi 
'Jordan’s role iir the Muslim 
. holy sites in east Jerusalem as 
part of the Jordanian-Israeli 
treaty. 

Bat even Palestinian critics 
of the Jordanian-Israeli trea- 
ty, who felt that the step 
could jeopardise Palestinian 
claims for sovereignty over 
East Jerusalem, prodded Mr. 
Arafat not to escalate tension 
with Jordan and to seek to 
talk it over with Amman, 
especially that Israel was be- 
nefiting from the ensuing dis- 
pute. 

The preamble of the 
accord indicates that the 
PNA had realised that it 
would be extremely difficult 
to build institutions, especial- 
ly in a place where expertise 
is scarce, without Jordan's 
help. 

The agreement involves a 
commitment by Jordan to 
help the PNA build various 
national institutions — a pre- 
requisite for Palestinian 
nation-building. 

Jordan on its turn, was 
always pressing for agree- 

the West Bank until the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity was ready to take con- 
trol... we wiU not’ handover 
to the Israelis," said a Jorda- 
nian official. 

Mr. Arafat, who last vi- 
sited Jordan in May and has 
avoided signing any agree- 
ments with Jordan, is now 
coming to Amman because 
“very few choices remain 
open to him,” said one offi- 
cial. 

Jordan and the PNA 
negotiated an economic 
accord in January 1994, but 
Mr. Arafat refused to sign it. 

The Palestinians concluded 
as economic accord with the 
Israelis in April. Overlap- 
pings between the two agree- 
ments were addressed by 
modifications in the January 
accord between Jordan and 
the PLO, but Mr. Arafat 
declined to ratify them. 

Mr. Arafat has been losing 
ground to Islamic groups 
opposed to the Oslo accord 
and which have been carrying 
out attacks against Israelis. 
He has lost credibility and 
support among Palestinians 
as the Israeli government 
continues to build settle- 
ments and delays imple- 
mentation of the accord. 

“Arafat -needs Jordan 


ments with the PLO, but 
seemed less keen if not 
almost disinterested after 
signing its own treaty with 
Israel last October — particu- 
larly that it was let down 
many times by Mr. Arafat. 

But things have since then 
changed. The Jordanian- 
IsraeU treaty proved not to be 
enough to cause an aspired 
economic boom, while the 
Amman Financial Market 
showed great sensitivity to 
the deterioration of the 
Jordanian-Palestinian . rela- 
tions.- - 

• News reports on Tuesday . 
indicated that die Amman 
Financial Market immediate- 
ly picked up at the news of 
progress towards reaching an 
economic agreement be- 
tween Jordan and the Palesti- 
nians. 

Jordan, as officials say, felt 
that its problem with the 
PLO over Jerusalem was 
adversely affecting its rela- 
tions with the other Arab 
states. 

Both sides decided to ease 
the tension by avoiding to 
discuss the issue of Jordan's 
role iu the holy sites at a 
recent meeting for the Jeru- 
salem Committee in the Mor- 
roccan city of Ifran (see sepa- 
rate story). 

The Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian opposition to the peace 
agreements with Israel had 
been calling for joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian action 
but are expected to oppose 
the new accords since they 
are partly based on the same 
very agreements the opposi- 
tion rejects. 

now," said the official. 
“Jordanian support for the 
agreement mentioned in the 
memorandum is very impor- 
tant for him." 

Palestinians realise that if 
they do not enter agreements 
with Jordan, the Kingdom 
can export goods to those 
areas in the West Bank that 
are not yet under PNA rule 
under a Jordan-Israeli econo- 
mic protocol. 

Jordan is also keen to see 
the Palestinian-Israeli agree- 
ment succeed to ensure the 
comprehensiveness of the 
solution and avoid being the 
only Arab country of the 
Madrid conference parties 
negotiating with Israel to 
have made peace with the 
Jewish state as Egypt did in 
1979. 

“Arab-Israeli peace cannot 
be complete without a settle- 
ment to the Palestinian- 
Israeli conflict,” Foreign 
Minister Kabariti told jour- 
nalists. 

Mr. Arafat's visit is seen as 
another step in the govern- 
ment's pledge to dear the 
Arab atmopshere. His visit 
was preceded by Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak’s 
visit to Aqaba last Saturday 
and a visit by the King to 
Oman. 


King 

(Continued from page 1) 

has suffered over long years, 
until a state of just and com- 
prehensive peace is reached 
to create new conditions 
which can be enjoyed by all 
nations of the region and 
future generations." 

Referring to the hitches on 
the peacemaking between 
Israel and Syria, Mr. Qasem 
said these had not progressed 
“is the manner that had been 
hoped.” 

Similar pledges of support 
were given by Mr. Rawas, 
the Omani information 
minister. Oman hosted 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin briefly Dec.. 26, 
even though the sultanate has 
no formal relations with the 
Jewish state. 


NPT options 

(Continued from page 1) 

and the U.S. is pushing to 
have the treaty renewed inde- 
finitely. 

Mr. Abu Odeb said while 
countries of the North sup- 
port the U.S. view, the South 
is considering the options of 
having the treaty renewed for 
either a definite period at the 
end of which it will be re- 
viewed. 

He said countries of the 
South want to have the treaty 
include provisions which 
were missed when it was first 
made. Among these are a 
prohibition on nuclear tests, 
commitments against the use 
of nuclear weapons and per- 
mission for the use of nuclear 
power for peaceful purposes. 

News reports quoted an 
unnamed U.S. official as 
saying his country is certain it 
will have the 85 majority vote 
needed for indefinite exten- 
sion of the treaty while Third 
World countries are re- 
portedly worried the U.S. 
will be able to orchestrate the 
rules of die voting to achieve 
its goal. 

Article 10 of the treaty 
stipulates that countries 
which have signed the treaty 
are bound by the decision of 
the majority of the signator- 
ies. That would mean Egypt, 
which has signed the treaty, 
will be committed to it even if 
it does not sign it in April. 

Israeli .press reports- mid 
Tuesday -tiraFthe U.S: bas 
informed Egypt of a possible 
compromise that would allow 
it nor to sign the treaty but 
also not to push Arab and 
Third World countries to- 
wards the same course of 
action. 


Passports 


Israel plans ‘security border' 

^ , , ,, Soldiers also searched and 


(Continued from page 1) 

Among those detained was 
Sheikh Jamal Maosour, a 
leading Hamas figure in the 
West Bank town of Nablus, 
the reports said. 


ransacked the Ali Ben Abi 
Taleb Mosque in the West 
Bank town of A1 Birch. At 
the mosque, several copies of 
the Koran lay scattered on 
the floor 


(Continued from page 1) 
League." 

The official said that even 
if Jordan recognised and 
accepted the Palestinian pass- 
port it would “be meaning- 
less” unless it was accepted 
by Arab interior ministers 
and the international com- 
munity. 

Palestinian officials have 
said PNA President Yasser 
Arafat is expected to raise 
the issue of dual citizenship 
with King Hussein during 
their talks. 

Palestinians claim that 
donor countries, including 
the United States, would 
accept the Palestinian pass- 
port as a "travel document 
and not as a nationality.’’ But 
Palestinians argue that a 
passport still remains a “cru- 
cial symbol of nationhood." 

The majority of Arab 
states have held back support 
for allowing dual Arab 
citizenship. 

According to PNA offi- 
cials, Mr. Arafat “will try to 
find a way to allow Palesti- 
nians to keep their Jordanian . 
passports and at the same 
time convince Jordan to rec- 
ognise the Palestinian pass- 
port." 

“If Jordan accepts the con- 
cept of a Palestinian pass- 
port, in addition to the Jorda- 
nian one, it will show practic- 
al support for the Palesti- 
nians,’' said one Palestinian 
official. 

But a Jordanian official has 
said that Amman had three 
prerequisites that must be 
met before it would discuss 
the future relationship be- 
tween Jordan and Palesti- 
nians as well as deriding who 
is a Palestinian and who is a 
Jordanian. 

The source said that a full 
Israeli withdrawal. Palesti- 
nian self-determination and 
most importantly a solution 
to the refugee problem would 
have to be achieved before 
the issues of future relations 
and passports could be set- 
tled. 

More than a million 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
hold two-year Jordanian 
passports granting Jordanian 
citizenship. 

The Kingdom has also 
granted Jordanian passports 
that act as travel documents 
to over 100,000 Gazans. 
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Sub-Saharan countries remain 


world’s poorest — World Bank 


Riyal sinks, 

gold soars 

in Iran 


Yugoslav economic reforms tame 
inflation, face new hurdles 


ABIDJAN (AFP) — Persis- 
tent illiteracy, rising infant 
mortality rates, low life ex- 
pectancy and almost non- 
existent spending power 
mean countries south of the 
Sahara remain the world's 
poor relations, a World Bank 
survey has shown. 

The findings, from the 
bank’s 1995 Atlas, also 
showed that prospects remain 
gloomy for much of the Afri- 
can continent. 

Of 209 countries studied by 
the bank. 34 have illiteracy 
rates higher than SO per cent, 
23 of them south of the 
Sahara. The worst was Burki- 
na Faso on 82 per cent fol- 
lowed by Sierra Leone (79 


per cent), Benin (77 per 
cent), ana Guinea and Soma- 
lia (both 76 per cent). 

The only non-African 
countries in the bottom ten 
were Nepal, on 74 per cent, 
and Afghanistan on 71. 


Twenty-nine countries reg- 
istered infant mortality rates 
greater than 10 per 100 
births, all but four of them 
south of the Sahara. Worst 
was Mozambique with 16.2 
per cent, then Sierra Leone 
(14.3 per cent), Liberia (14.2 
per cent) and Guinea-Bissau 
(14 per cent). 


stood at 0-5 per cent. 

Also, 22 out of 24 countries 
with life expectancies of 
under 50 years are in sub- 
Saharan Africa, the Atlas 
showed. Expectancy was 39 
in Guinea-Bissau. 43 in Sier- 
ra Leone and Uganda 43. and 
44 in Guinea. 


cost of goods and services — 
also put the sub-Saharan na- 
tions at the bottom of the 
pile- They provided the 13 
poorest countries of the 


world, all with teal spending 
capacity of less than $850 per 


resident per year. 


At the opposite end of the 
scale, rates for Sweden, Sing- 
apore. Japan and Ireland 


Economic figures made 
equally depressing reading 
for these countries that pro- 
vided gross national product 
statistics, showing dial peo- 
ple in 28 states, 19 of them 
African, have to live on an 
average of less than a dollar a 
day. 


Purchasing power — in- 
come potential relative to the 


Prospects are not good 
either. The Atlas showed 
only six countries where in- 
vestment provided less than 
10 per cent of gross domestic 
product. All were African, 
namely Burundi (two per 
cent), Niger (six per cent), 
and the Central African Re- 
public, Ivory Coast, Sierra 
Leone and Chad all on nine 
per cent. 


Yemen holds crucial reform I Kuwait 


talks with IMF, World Bank 


SANAA (R) — Yemen has 
asked an International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
World Bank team to let it 
slowly implement painful 
economic reforms to avoid a 
social backlash, diplomatic 
and economic sources said 
Tuesday. 

Yemen’s central bank gov- 
ernor and other officials 
started annual consultations 
with the IMF-World Bank 
team Monday. 

“The government believes 
it will be a suicidal step to 
embark on the immediate im- 
plementation of the reform 
package at once," one diplo- 
mat said. 

The package includes abo- 
lishing subsidies, unifying ex- 
change rates, cutting down 
overemployment in the gov- 
ernment and public sector 
and introducing economic 


prices for water and power 
supply, economic sources 
said. 

"In principal, the govern- 
ment is in favour of carrying 
out the reforms, but at 
stages. A sudden imple- 
mentation is likely to trigger 
social violence and riots as 
backlash," one economic 
source said. 

The government newspap- 
er Ai Thawra said Tuesday 
the talks reviewed financial 
developments in 1993 and 
1994, when Yemen did not 
issue budgets due to political 
instability and civil war. 

Since the merger of north 
and south which created Ye- 
men in 1990, the country has 
maintained that a market 
economy and privatisation 
were pillars of its policy, but 
little has been done, the eco- 
nomic sources said. 


They said direct and in- 
direct subsidies cost Yemen, 
one of the poorest Arab 
countries, more than $400 
million a year. The Yemeni 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry estimated inflation 
at 60 per cent .and unemploy- 
ment at 30 per cent. 


planners 
said to 


propose 


Wages have not risen in 
two years while consumer 
goods prices rose up to 100 
per cent since the civil war 
ended in July. 

The sources said the IMF- 
World Bank team suggested 
the Yemeni riyal exchange 
rate at 50-55 riyals to the 
U.S. dollar. At present it 
ranges from the official 12 
riyals to the dollar to the free 
market rate of 84 riyals. 


company 


tax 


The package envisages 
price rises of three to fourfold 
for water, powet and petrol- 


Devalued peso provides silver 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s 
planning ministry has prop- 
osed a sales tax, a tax on 
Kuwaiti companies and rais- 
ing customs fees in one re- 
form package designed to 
curb a large budget deficit, a 
newspaper has reported. 

Describing the so-called 
“rapid reform” plan, Al 
Watas said the tax system 
would apply to commercial 
and industrial profits of 
Kuwaiti firms at rates starting 


NICOSIA (R) — The Iranian 
riyal has sunk to new lows 
and the price of gold coins 
has soared because of public 
fears about inflation, dealers 
and newspapers have said. 

London-based Iranian 
money dealer All Pakpour 
said the dollar rose to about 
3,450 riyals on the illegal 
open market in Tehran, up 15 
per cent in a month. 

The Iranian Azadi coin, 
containing 0.235 ounce (6.66 
grammes) of 22 carat gold 
soared to 430,000 riyals 
($125). up 30,000 riyals from 
Sunday. Iran's news agency 
IRNA said. 

Tehran newspapers 
blamed public fear of infla- 
tion for the rush on dollars 
and gold coins. 

"TTse prices are back in the 
fast lane again and speeding 
to break their own records. 
High prices are the talks of 
the town." said the English- 
language Kayhan Interna- 
tional. 

Recent newspaper reports 
put annual inflation at 40 to 
50 per cent. 

The daily Salam said the 
authorities were involved in a 
"friendly duel" with in- 
creasingly active illegal 
money changers, despite ear- 
lier tough talk and crack- 
downs. 

Authorised dealers con- 
tinued to sell up to $1,000 at 
the controlled rate of 2.700 
riyals per dollar to each pas- 
senger travelling abroad, 
newspapers said. 


BELGRADE (R) — Jugos- 
lavia's economic recovery 
programme , which succeeded 
in taming one of the world's 
woist boots of hyperinflation, 
marked its first anniversary 
Tuesday and experts say it 
has reached a crossroads. 

Impending reforms of tax. 
wage and investment laws de- 
signed to move rump Yugos- 
lavia’s central market eco- 
nomy towards a capitalist sys- 
tem must succeed if a shift 
back to the bad old ways is to be 
avoided, economists believe. 

Study groups set up to 
make recommendations on 
bow best to transform the 
economy are due to report 
this month, but political 
analysts say the reforms face 
powerful vested interest with 
no appetite for change. 

The government has 
learned to live with United 
Nations economic sanctions, 
imposed on Belgrade for its 
part in the war in Bosnia, but 
they still pose a major ob- 
struction to recovery. 

"The recovery programme 
has worked so far despite 
overwhelming odds but now 
it has reached its second 
stage, which could prove to 
be even more difficult than 
the first," a Belgrade-based 
economic expert told Reu- 
ters. 

On Jan. 24, 1994, when 
former World Bank expert 
Dragoslva Avramovic, the 
new central bank governor, 
launched his programme, 
monthly inflation was 313 
million per cent. 

“That was a genuine disas- 


ter. Monthly wages, totalling 
millions of dinars, were 
actually worth five German 


marks (S3), monthly pensions 
less than one mark\70 cents). 


The situation was desper- 
ate," MUovan Zivkovic, head 
of the Federal Bureau of 
Statistics, said Monday. 

Shops were empty, banks 
short of cash and public 
transport had all but col- 
Hapsed. Despair drove pen- 
sioners to suicide. 

Mr. Avramovic pegged the 
rfjpar to the German mark, 
reined in the printing of 
money and halted infl ation. 
Critics gave him three 
months, but ordinary people 
hailed him as a saviour. 

By controlling the printing 
of money, and by mounting a 
sustained public relations 
campaign, the avuncular 
Avramovic has kept the lid 
on inflation, if not eliminated 
it completely. 

Authorities claim the 
annual inflation rate last year 
was zero. “Our annual infla- 
tion rate in 1994 was 0.0 per 
cent," Mr. Zivkovic said. 
“Living costs rose by 3.3 per 
cent, commodity prices rose 
by 7.3 per cent but services 
dropped by 19 per cent" 

Despite the official figures, 
die German mark Tuesday 
was selling on the street for 
1.8 dinars. The government 
has tacitly admitted problems 
with inflation by announcing 
a plan to cut many prices to 
foe levels prevailing last sum- 
mer. 

Now, Mr. Avramovic must 
carry out what amounts to an 


overhaul of the whole econo- 
mic sysytem, diplomats say. 

Instead of a system where 
social stability is achieved by 
paying vast numbers of work- 
ers to do nothing, major 
firms face the prospect of 
radical restructuring. 

Many managers of the 
formerly communist conn- 
try's big industrial enterprises 
are unhappy with austerity 
programmes that will cut 
their w or kfo rces and reduce 
their influence. 

“Tins will prove to be more 
difficult because many of foe 


very people on whom this 
part of foe programme binges 


part of foe programme binges 
tor implementation are pas- 
sionately opposed to it." the 
Belgrade economic expert 
said. 

‘ “This will put Avramovic 
at odds with many old-timers 
among Yugoslav managers 
who still believe that foe state 
should keep pumping money 
into the their dinosaur-like 
enterprises simply to main- 
tain social security the ex- 
pert said. 

In his push towards a mar- 
ket economy, Mr. Avramo- 
vic’s best ally may however 
be Serbian President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic, who rose to 
power through foe commun- 
ist hierarchy. 

Mr. Milosevic weathered a 
series of political storms last 
year, including cutting off the 
Bosnian Serbs for foiling to 
accept an international peace 
plan for Bosnia, largely be- 
cause of foe economic stabil- 
ity provided by Mr. Avramo- 
vic. 


Poland poised for quicker growth, but 


facing difficult challenges — OECD 


at 10 per cent in 1996, rising 
to 21 per cent in 2000 and 30 


lining for exporters in Mexico 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — The 
crisis (hat weakened the peso 
by more than a third may 
have scared some investors 
away from Mexico, but it is a 
windfall for manufacturers 
and other investors. 

It is especially good news 
for exporters, whose costs fell 
along with the peso, while 
their sales on the world mar- 
ket — in dollars, which are 
now worth more pesos — 
were unaffected. 

“Anyone manufacturing in 
Mexico has been affected 
positively." said Richard 
Kiddney. of El Paso. Texas- 
based Quality Manufacturing 
Services Inc. 

The lower peso may make 
it easier for companies to 
follow in the footsteps of 
shoemaker Nike, which is 
moving its operations from 
the Far East to Mexico to 
lake advantage of lower 
tariffs under the North 
American Free Trade Agree- 
ment (NAFTA) — a goal of 


the free trade pact. 

“Companies that were 
thinking of going to lower- 
wage countries' are now 
saying. *hey. maybe we can 
go to Mexico’." said Martha 
Tovar, president of Solunet. 
which provides market re- 
search to companies looking 
at Mexico. 

“This might pull com- 
panies with marginal opera- 
tions down to Mexico," Don 
Nibbe, publisher of the twin 
plant News Trade Journal. 

Kenneth Brown, chairman 
and chief executive officer of 
General Electric de Mexico. 
S.A. de C.V., which makes 
gas ranges, motors and light 
fixtures, said the company 
will have lower labour costs 
because of the devalued 


“This opens up the possi- 
bility of sourcing materials 
like steel from Mexican pro- 
ducers." he said, 


Mexico's evaporating fore- 


ign reserves and abrupt aban- 
donment of policies propping 


up the value of the peso on 
Dec. 20 set off a flight of 


stock investments and made 
Wall Street suddenly leery of 
Mexican stocks, which had 
been flying high in recent 
years. 

But investing directly in 
Mexican industry has become 
a potentially attractive op- 
tion. 


peso. 

Mr. Brown says General 
Electric has been expanding 
production in Mexico “for 
some time." but the lower 
peso will make it cheaper to 
purchase more local supplies. 


“Those planning to invest 
are finding their dollars go 30 
per cent further." said Frank 
Conde with the Dallas. 
Texas-based Dean Interna- 
tional. “This could actually 
boost U.S. corporate invest- 
ment in Mexico." 

The surprise drop in local 
costs should also boost Mex- 
ican exports. 


to 21 per cent in 2000 and 30 
per cent in 2005- 

Kuwait currently does not 
tax companies wholly-owned 
by Kuwaitis but does tax 
foreign companies operating 
here and the profit share of a 
foreign shareholder in a 
Kuwaiti company. 

The ministry also sug- 
gested increasing customs 
fees from four per cent in 
1995 to a ceiling of 10 per 
cent in foe year 2000 and a 
sales tax on locally-made 
goods at the same rate as foe 
customs fees. 

The report made no men- 
tion of income tax, which is 
not levied in Kuwait. 

Finance Minister Nasser 
Abdulla Al Rodhan 
announced plans last week to 
cut a Golf war-inflated short- 
fall by a third to one billion 
dinars r 3.34 billion) in fiscal 
1995/96. 

The net deficit in 1994/95 is 
projected at 1.502 billion di- 
nars ($5 billion). 

Officials have also said 
they want to increase charges 
on currently heavily subsi- 
dised public services’ such as 
electricity, water and tele- 
phones. 


PARIS (AFP) — Poland, the 
first eastern European post 
communist country to return 
to growth, should experience 
accelerating economic expan- 
sion over the next two years, 
but will face increasingly dif- 
ficult policy challenges, the 
OECD has said. 

In a survey of the Polish 
economy, the Organisation 


policies to cut its budget de- 
ficit and the public sector 


for Economic Cooperation 
and development (OECD) 


paid tribute to successive 
governments for showing 
“perseverance" in pursuing 
economic stabilisation and 
rapid reforms, noting that this 
bad now brought “impress- 
ive" rewards. 

But it also stressed that 
Poland most come to grips 
with several "problem 
areas," including high infla- 
tion. delays in restructuring 
of state-owned enterprises 
(SOEs) to make them more 
competitive in a market con- 
text pending privatisation, 
and continuing difficulties in 
the banking and financial 
market sector. 

The OECD stressed that 
under its new medium-term 
stategy for the next stage of 
transition, Poland must strive 
for continued progress in sta- 
bilisation, through “credible" 


ficit and the public sector 
borrowing requirement 
(PSBR). 

This must be backed by 
continuing structural re- 
forms. notably to make the 
large SOE’s profit-oriented, 
and to raise the return on 
investment 

One key challenge, the re- 
port said, would be to main- 
tain high profits and saving 
rates, while the population 
“understandably" demands 
increased consumption. 

The report emphasised 
that even after debt reduction 
and rescheduling agreements 
with both official and com- 
mercial creditors. Poland re- 
mains “heavily indebted" 
and needs to maintain rapid 
export growth and restrain 
“domestic absorption." 

Likely growing demand for 
investment funds, and press- 
ures for higher consumption, 
pointed to high real interest 
rates over the medium term, 
and a need for increased 
household saving and high 
corporate profits to ensure a 
high level of self-finance. 

Presenting the report, 
OECD assistant secretary 
general Salvatore Zecchmi 
said it reflected foe OECD ’s 


recognition that “Poland has 
made a great deal of progress in 
transforming foe economy 
and in developing a vibrant 
private enterprise sector." 

Polish deputy premier and 
finance minister Gizegoiz 
Kolodko said foe private sec- 
tor now generates 60 per cent 
of Poland’s GDP, and pro- 
vides jobs for 55 to 57 per 
cent of the labour force. 

He said Poland achieved 
export-led GDP growth in 
1994 at a rate of 5.0 per cent. 

Mr. Zecchim, putting last 
year’s expansion at “between 
4.0 and 5.0 per cent,” con- 
firmed that Poland experi- 
enced “high” growth last 
year compared with the rest 
of Europe. 

After contracting sharply 
in 1990-91. Poland’s GDP 
grew by a total 6.5 per cent in 
1992 and 1993, and OECD 
economists now project a 
continued pick-up at rates of 
about 5.0 per cent for this 
year and 1996. 

Stressing that this would 
require further raising invest- 
ment from recent modest 


end-1994 to about 15 per cent 
by end-1996. 

Consumer price inflation, 
which nearly reached hyper- 
inflation levels in 1990 when 
Poland's Economic Trans- 
formation Programme (HTP) 
was launched, should be 
down from 35 per cent in 
1993 to an average of 27 to 30 
per cent for 1994, foe report 
said. 

It foresaw a further decel- 
eration to a rate of 18 per 
cent by the mid of 1996. 

- Mr. Kolodko shared the 
OECD’s concern about infla- 
tion, but said the government 
was still aiming for a redac- 
tion to 17 per cent by the end 
of this year and “a single- 
digit rate” by 1997. 

He also said the fiscal 


budget deficit should not ex- 
ceed 3.0 per cent of GDP this 


ceed 3.0 per cent of GDP this 
year, which the OECD saw 
as “high in comparison with 
what foe economy is able to 
finance.” 

The report nevertheless 
said “the way ... seems open 
for Poland to start down the 


levels, the report said growth 
at such a pace should make 
for a steady fall in recorded 
unemployment, from 16.5 
per cent of foe labour force at 


path of convergence with the 
OECD area,” and Mr. 


OECD area,” and Mr. 
Kolodko said he expected bis 
country to be a fully fledged 
member of the OECD by 
urid-1996. 
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ACROSS 
1 Football referee 
6 Stopper 
to Stale of 
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A review 
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from the Arabic press 
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Banker sees 
no quick 
recovery 
atAFM 


irir The Arab Banking Cor- 
poration (Jordan) General 
Manager Jawad Hadid does 
not expect a quick recovery 
at the Amman Financial Mar- 
ket (AFM) as many of the 
reasons behind the slowdown 
are still there. According to 
Mr. Hadid, lifting of the 
sanctions on Iraq and the 
resumption of exports to the 
Kingdom’s eastern neighbour 
could revive the stock ex- 
change. However, he noted, 
the nse in interest rates and . 
the banks’ switching more to 
lending than investing in 
shares and stocks were key 
factors weighing negatively 
on the activity at the stock 
exchange (A1 Dustour). 

☆☆ According to Centra] 
Bank Governor Mohammad 
Saeed Nabulsi, Jordan’s ex- 
ports increased by about 16 
per cent in 1994 and, as such, 
there should be no com- 
plaints of the dinar exchange 
rate being a hindrance to 
exports (A1 Dustour). 

☆☆ Palestinians have asked 
Jordan to help market Gaza 
citrus as prices there have 
fallen to JD 40 per tonne or 
40 fils a kilogramme (A1 Dus- 
tour). 

☆☆ Under an agreement 
signed, between Palestinian 
and Jordanian officials. 
Royal Jordanian will carry all 
the mail from Gaza and the 
West Bank to world coun- 
tries. Delivery of the mail will . 
take place at the King Hus- 
. sein Bridge. Another agree- 
ment allows Palestinian 
trucks and buses to enter 
Jordan and transit through 
to other Arab countries (A1 
Aswaq). 

•iriz Manufacturers of school 
uniforms were turned away 
disappointed by the Ministry 
of Supply after they rushed to 
it seeking higher prices claim- 
ing higher cost of textile im- 
ports and double taxation 
from the implementation of 1 
the sales tax. Failing to justify 
higher costs and after hearing 
a convincing explanation on 
the tax issue from officials at 
the ministry, the manufactur- 
ers settled to keep the price 
of school uniforms un- 
changed (A1 Ra’i). 

iriz Workers at the Jordan 
Electric Power Co., are de- 
manding higher pay and 
other fringe benefits such as 
the continuation of the dis- 
counts on the electricity bill 
of their homes and payment 
of allowances for carrying out 
risky' work (AJ Ra’i). 

■fr* Taxpayers who pay their 
1994 income tax before the 
end of this month are entitled 
to a six per cent discount. 
Even making an advance 
payment can be considered 
for the discount on condition 
that the necessary forms be 
presented before April 1995 
(Al Ra’i). 

■A-A- Studies have been pre- 
pared to revive the Hijaz 
railway scheme to connect 
the Kingdom with all neigh- 
bouring countries and have 
Jordan as a centre for trains 
leaving for Syria, Iraq, Saudi 
Arabia and Israel. The stu- 
dies also aim at turning the 
Hijaz railway into a tourist 
attraction. The railway would 
stretch from Amman to 
Jizah, in the short-term, and 
from the north of Jordan to 
the south, passing through A1 
Azraq, Qasr A1 Mashta, Qat- 
raneh and most of the touris- 
tic sites. According to. 
Burhan Shreideh, director 

g iieral of the Hijaz Railway 
irpoiation, Jordan's main 
aim at present is to connect 
the Kingdom by rail with 
Arab Gulf countries. Dr. 
Shreideh said it would be a 
major achievement if 
Amman-Jerash-Rum and 
Petra were to be linked by a 
railway. As for connecting 
various parts of the capital 
with a railway service, he said 
that studies were being final- 
ised in that direction, noting 
thar such a project would cost 
about JD 120 million (A1 
Ra’i). 


Dubai’s aluminium 
firm to raise capacity, 
seeks $250m loan 


DUBAI (R) — Dubai's alu- 
minium company Dubai said 
it will raise output capacity 52 
per cent to 372,600 tonnes 
per year by yearly 1997 in a 
$500 million project partly 
funded with a loan underwrit- 
ten by.' Merrill Lynch, the 
company said. 

The Dubai statement sent 
to Reuters said Dubai, which 
has a current production 
capacity of 245,000 tonnes 
per year, would finance the 
other 50 per cent of the total 
costs of the project. 

Local and foreign banks 
would participate in the 
syndicated $250 million five- 
year loan, which Merrill 
Lynch would also arrange, 
the statement said. 

Dubai declined in early 
1994 to join efforts by other 
world aluminium producers, 
including Bahrain's Alba, to 
restrain output to boost what 
were at that time sagging- 
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prices. 

Prices have since reco- 
vered, moving to a 5-34 year 
high of $2,170 in London on 
Friday from $1,230 in Janu- 
ary 1994. 

Dubai said at the time that 
it had already committed to 
selling all of its 1994 output. 
Dubai, owned by the Dubai 
government, produced 
242,264 tonnes of primary 
metal in 1993. 

Dubai said the project in- 
volves construction of a fifth 
portline with a total capacity 
of 127,600 tonnes per year. 

It includes installing two 
gas turbines each with 110 
megawatt capacity to meet 
expanded electricity needs, 
the statement said. 

Dubai will also construct a 
second green Anode produc- 
tion line, klin line, casting 
machine, a casting pit and 
other technology designed 
and developed by Comalco of 
Australia and Dubai. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsesrion on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Tuesday. 
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Crisis looms over spiralling paper prices 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A crisis seems 
to be looming for school 
notebooks in Jordan as inter- 
national prices of paper are 
going up and local booksel- 
lers accuse local manufactur- 
ers of trying to raise their 
prices without government 
approval. 

The Ministry of Supply, 
which determines prices of 
notebooks, said it had heard 
of the problem but had not 
been approached by any 
manufacturers with a formal 
request to raise prices. 

Manufacturers assert they 
are no longer able to produce 
and market notebooks at the 
prices set by the Ministry of 
Supply because raw material 
costs have gone up dramati- 
cally in the last six months. 

If the situation remained 
unaddressed, they say. they 
will be forced to stop produc- 
tion if only to avert losses. 


Caught in-between are pa- 
rents and schoolchildren 
who, more often than not in 
the past month, had to pay 
prices higher than those set 
by the ministry. 

Bookshops say many of 
them are selling notebooks 
with no profit at all because 
of the need to stock the 
books if only to attract cus- 
tomers who might also be 
buying something else from 
the shops. 

The only consensus among 
all is that prices for paper 
went up by 50 per cent to 80 
per cent, particularly Brazi- 
lian paper which is widely 
used to make school work- 
books, in the second half of 
1994. 

Awni Adel Yousef, gener- 
al manager of Al Hilal Com- 
pany, one of the leading 
manufacturers in Jordan, said 
his company was unable to 
make any profits. 

“But we' are keeping up our 
production and marketing 


our products at the prices set 
by the government," said Mr. 
Yousef. “We operate by the 
philosophy that sometimes 
you lose, sometimes you 
gain." 

According to Mr. Yousef, 
whose company buys papers 
from Brazil, a tonne of paper 
now costs nearly $800 com- 
pared with 5600 six months 
ago, but there has been no 
rise in local prices. 

Al Hilal. which produces 
ruled 32 page and 64-page 
notebooks, sells the products 
at the set prices of 55 fils and 
92 fils respectively. Mr. 
Yousef insisted. 

However, “this situation 
cannot continue any longer 
since we are unable to absorb 
any more losses," Mr. 
Yousef told the Jordan 
Times. 

Al Hilal may be an excep- 
tion to the rule, but several 
booksellers said manufactur- 
ers were insisting on the retail 
prices primed on the books as 
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FOR RENT 

Many apartments and villas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
villas, flats, and building lots 

FOR SALE 

Commercial and 
residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609 
810520 
Fax: 810520 
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KEUABLE 

RENTA 

RELIABLE CAR 
AT A 

RELIABLE PRICE 

TEL: 8/81 9676 FAX: 6 / 819676 
ABDOUN 

19 FAWZI AL-MALKt ST. 

P.O.SOX: 960643 
AMMAN 11 196 JORDAN 
WE HAVE NO OTHER BRANCHES 
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1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
atam 30% larger 


• Free enlarge- 
meat 20 x 30 cm 

Sbmeisani * Opp. Grindfeys 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
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their wholesale price. 

A bookseller cited an ex- 
ample. He said that the price 
set by the ministry for a ruled 
workbook of 80 pages was 
115 fils, but the distributors 
of the book were insisting 
that the retailer buys the 
book at this price. 

“This would mean we, the 
booksellers, selling the books 
either at 115 fils or at a higher 
price and risk being’penatised 
by the Ministry of Supply,** 
said the bookseller, who did 
not want to be identified. 

“Many of us prefer not to 
make any profit and remain 
within the: confines of the 
law, hoping thar the very 
availability of the books with 
us will attract customers who 
might buy something else 
where we can make some 
profit,” he added. 

Abdallah Al Geeih, head 
of the Department of Studies 
at the Ministry of Supply, 
said: “there has been no deci- 
sion to raise the prices of 
notebooks and the issue is 


not under study.” 

The ministry will be ready 
to discuss the issue “if the 
manufacturers go through the 
proper channel and produce 
their purchase invoices and 
customs papers to prove their 
case,*’ the official told the 
Jordan Times. 

“We can then conduct 
proper studies and review the 
case for higher prices, but 
until a formal approach is 
made nothing can be done in 
the paper,” he said. 

In the meantime, parents 
who wanted notebooks for 
their children after the recent 
holiday say that some book- 
sellers were demanding high- 
er prices. 

“If you look like a custom- 
er who might pay a higher 
price, they (the booksellers) 
say they have the books but 
at a -price more than set by 
the ministry,” said one pa- 
rent. “If they think you might 
make an argument, then they 
say they do not have the 
books at alt.** 


Arms makers eye 

Middle East market 
at major defence show 


ABU DHABI (AFPj — Ma- 
jor arms manufacturers will 
vie for a greater share of the 
growing Middle East military 
market when they display 
their latest defence' wares at 
an international show here in 
March. 

Firms from the United 
States, Britain, France, Rus- 
sia and South Africa will 
make up more than half of 
about 510 companies due to 
take part in the March 19-23 
ground weapons show in the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), organisers said. 

The five countries and 
other participants will also 
display frigates, destroyers 
and other vessels at the 
neighbouring Abu Dhabi 
Port Zayed but it was not 
clear if they would include 
submarines. 

“The show will be an im- 
portant opportunity for re- 
gional countries to see the 
latest in military industries 
and for producers to promote 
their hardware," said an offi- 
cial from the organising com- 
mittee. “There is no doubt it 
will include deals but not all 
of them would be 
announced.” 

The UAE armed forces are 
staging the show in Abu Dha- 
bi, the second in two years. It 
covers only vessels and 
ground, weapons, including 
tanks, as an international air 
show is held every two years 
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in nearby Dubai. 

The show comes as the 
UAE, Saudi Arabia and 
other regional states pressed 
ahead with plans to bolster 
their defence capabilities fol- 
lowing the 1990 Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait and Iran's 
armament plans including the 
acquisition of Russian sub- 
marines, the first to be 
bought by a regional country. 

Western nations and their 
Arab Gulf allies have voiced 
concern at Iran’s growing 
power and its belligerent 
statements, criticising the 
allied naval presence in the 
Gulf and its island dispute 
with the UAE. 

During a Gulf tour last 
week, British Defence 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind 
said Iran’s purchase of the 
Kiloclass submarines could 
destabilise tbe oil-rich region 
but he urged Tehran not to 
use them against its neigh- 
bours. . ; ... . 

- The six-nation Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) has 
become one of the biggest 
arms buyers, spending more 
than $50 billion on defence 
after the invasion of Kuwait 
and plans to spend billions 
more by 2000. 

They have focused on adv- 
anced weapons to offset a 
troop shortage due to their 
relatively small native 
populations. 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

Trie Best Cooking, 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.ffl. 
6:30 - 11:30 p.m. 
TeL: 861838 
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Karolyi’s gymnasts work 
out for 45 hours a week 


PORTLAND (AP) — One is among the 
greatest and most graceful Olympic gymnasts 
of all time. The other is a bright-eyed 13-year- 
old who could be the sports next pixie 
superstar. 

Side by side, with Bela Karoiyi as their 
coach, Svetlana Boguinskaia and Dominique 
Moceanu are working toward a shared goal, 
the Atlanta Games of 1996. 

Moceanu is 1. 32-metre tall (4-foot-4) and 
weighs 31 kilogrammes (68 pounds). She 
turned 13 last September but looks nowhere 
near that old. When she's competing, she 
seems to fly, and in just the three months 
she's worked with Boguinskaia, she's picked 
up some of the great Olympian’s grace and 
style. 

“I love to watch her," Moceanu said. 
"She's so pretty on her style and so beautiful. 
She’s really good. I look up to her and copy all 
of her things." 

The two were in Portland to compete at the 
Reese’s International Gymnastic Cup, a re- 
laxed event in which gymnasts compete in 
costumes to music. 

Moceanu won the bars with a 9.75, was 
second on the balance beam at 9.55 and 
fourth in the floor exercise at 9.65. Boguins- 
kaia, in the first real competition in 2 *4 years, 
won the balance beam at 9-80 and was second 
in tbe floor exercise at 9.75. 

Moceanu already has picked up some of 
Boguinskaia’s traits, such dramatic turns of 
the head in the floor exercise. 

“It’s a great influence for the young ones,’’ 
Karoiyi said, “especially for Dominique, who 
needs exactly what Svetlana offers, express- 
ion, the grace, the confidence." 

Karoiyi calls Moceanu “one of the most 
talented girls I've had in years." 

“Most importantly, she’s dynamic, outgoing 
little thing like Mary Lou used to be," he said. 
“She's laughing. She’s crying. She’s jumping. 
She's rolling. She’s doing whatever is on her 
mind. I love to work with her." 

Boguinskaia looks at Moceanu and remem- 
bers herself at that age, before she went on to 
win Olympic gold medals in 1988 and 1992 


and World Championship golds in 1989 and 
1991. 

‘Tm having so much fun, because she’s 
little and I’m so much older," Boguinskaia 
said. “She can see my experience, but I can 
see how she’s a young girl and she’s really 
talented. The next Olympics she will be 
almost 15 and that's good age. 1 don’t want to 
tell. But I think she can win easily." 

Boguinskaia’s English is remarkably good 
considering she didn't speak it at ail until she 
moved from her native minsk to the United 
States to work as a coach a year ago. She 
found she missed the competition, especially 
as she watched the World Championships last 
year in Brisbane, Australia. 

“I was thinking. ‘I was competing with the 
same girls but they've still doing gymnastic 
and I’m not',” she said. "I had tears in my 
eyes because 1 thought, ’oh. I can do it’." 

Although she turns 22 Feb. 9, ancient by 
the standards of women’s gymnastics, she 
wanted to try for another Olympics. 

She approached Karoiyi, whom she knew 
slightly but had not spoken with in earlier 
years because of the intense rivalry of the 
teams. He had some apprehensions. 

“I really was afraid that she might be a 
negative influence over the other ones,” he 
said. “But I tell you, she is the hardest- 
working, most dedicated person, listening like the 
young ones. She never says no, never turns 
her back, never goofs off. She’s an enjoyable, 
lovely person to work with.” 

Karoiyi ’s gymnasts work out for 7 Vi hours a 
day, sixdays a week at his club in Houston. 
And he’s confident Boguinskaia, will compete 
for hei native Belarus at Atlanta; making her 
the first women’s gymnast to participate in 
three Olympics. 

"That would be such an outstanding re- 
cord," Karoiyi said. “I never managed to do it 
with Nadia. I never managed to do it with 
Mary Lou." 

Nobody’s talking about another gold. 

“But she will give some young girls a run 
for their money," Karoiyi said. “That is for 
sure." 


Racers start 
world’s 
southernmost 
road race 


MCMURDO STATION. 
Antarctica (AP) — With sun- 
ning seals among the specta- 
tors, some 200 runners left 
the starting line in 24-hour 
summer sunlight for the 4.5- 
mile (7.2-kiIometie) Scott's 
Hut race, the world’s south- 
ernmost road race. 

Bagpiper John Wright, an 
American construction en- 
gineer, signalled the start for 
the runners, joggers and wal- 
kers with a ceremonial Scot- 
tish tune. Temperatures were 
around freezing — balmy 
weather for McMurdo. 

Their dash began in down- 
town McMurdo, the biggest 
base in Antarctica, in front of 
the Chapel of the Snows. The 
Scott’s Hut race is the pre- 
mier sporting event in this 
American community of 
some 1.200 scientists and civi- 
lian and military support staff 
in summer. About 250 spend 
winter at the base. 

About 50 of the runners 
take it seriously, and at the 
first landmark and check- 
point, Capt. Robert Scott's 
“discovery” Hut about a half- 
mile from the start, the first 
two men docked in at about 2 
and one-half minutes. 

Weddell seals, lazily sun- 
ning themselves on the sea 
ice about 50 yards (metres) 
away, barely bothered to turn 
their heads to glance at the 
spectacle. 

Scott’s discovery hut was 
named for his ship on his first 
major British Antarctic ex- 
pedition, in 1901-04. Scott 
built the hut that stands 
freeze-dried in perpetuity on 
the edge of McMurdo in 
January 1902, using it mainly 
as a storehouse. 

Biscuits, dried meat and 
other provisions are till stack- 
ed in the hut from polar 
expeditions launched earlier 
this century, preserved and 
edible. 

After looping around the 
Scott's Hut checkpoint, the 
runners dashed over the vol- 
canic gravel cinder roads 
through McMurdo and out of 
town toward Scott Base, the 

New Zealand research sta- 
tion about 1.5 miles (2.4 
kilometres) away, turned 
back at the edge of McMur- 
do. ran backto Scott's Hut. 
and retraced their steps to the 
start-finish line. 

Many competitors walked 
the course, a pace good 
enough to qualify them for 
the T-shirt awarded to all 
competitors. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Indomitable Lions go hungry 


HARARE (AFP) — Cameroon's national football squad, 
thrashed 4-1 by Zimbabwe in an African Cup Nations 
qualifier at the weekend, are stranded in Harare without 
money for fo od, o fficials said Tuesday. Zimbabwe Football 
Association (ZIFA) interim secretary-general Phil Hwata 
said the Cameroon team had no money to feed themselves 
until their intended departure on Friday. Under the 
Confederation of African Football (CAF) rules, the hosts 
provide food and accommodation for the visitors for five 
days. Cameroon arrived last Thursday and Tuesday was the 
last day on which ZIFA was obliged to feed them. “We 
have advised CAF of the plight of the Cameroonians but 
the continental body has not been helpful, " Hwata said. 
"We have been advised that the visitors should fend for 
themselves for the extra days they are staying in Zimbabwe 
and we do not know what to do with them." 


Becker back for Germany 


BONN (AFP) — Boris Becker ended a week of suspense 
when he said Tuesday he would play for Germany in their 
Davis Cup which against Croatia next week. The triple 
Wimbledon champion denied in a statement the existence 
of a contract with the German federation worth 3.1 million 
marks ($2.07 million) forcing him to turn out for his 
national team. Becker, a first round loser in the Australian 
Open, has not played for Germany for three years after 
helping them win the Cup in successive years in 1988-89. 
Germany play Goran Ivanisevic’s Croatia at Karlsruhe on 
Feb. 3-5. 


Mi! la’s Cameroon club claims transfer fee 


YAOUNDE (R) — Cameroon World Cup soccer hero 
Roger Milla's former club have accused him of cheating 
them out of a transfer fee when he left for Indonesian side 
Pelita Jaya. “Roger Milla deceived us," Essomba Eyenga. 
Tonnerre Kalara Club de Yaounde's administrative and 
financial director said. Cameroon soccer officials said Milla 
told Tonnerre he was going to Indonesia as a coach, not as 
a player and obtained a release lettei to that effect. Milla. 
42, who was brought out of retirement to play for 
Cameroon in the 1994 World Cup, made his second 
spectacular football comeback last month when he joined 
Jakarta Gub Pelita Jaya and scored three goals in his first 
match. 


I AAF move to protect Africans from disease 


NAIROBI (R) — The International Amateur Athletic 
Federation (I AAF) plans to devote some of its annual 
development budget to educating African athletes about 
the danger of infectious diseases. Speaking at the end of a 
one-week regional course on sports medicine. Bjorn 
Wangerman from the lAAFs development department 
said a large amount of the department's budget would be 
devoted towards developing athletics in Africa and cam- 
paigning against disease. He did not specify how much 
money would be spent. He saids Africa was still most 
vulnerable to some infectious diseases such as bilharzia. 
trypanosomiasis, malaria, tuberculosis, hepatitis and 
AIDS. 


Albert out for rest of season 


BRUSSELS (R) — Newcastle's Belgian international 
defender Philippe Albert will be out for the rest of the 
season following a successful operation on a serious knee 
injury sustained in training last month. "Tbe operation was 
successful.” Albert was quoted as saying in the Belgian 
daily Het Nieuwsblad on Tuesday. “Anyway, the season is 
over for me so I tan work quietly on my recovery. “After 
half a year I should be virtually fit to play. Just in time for 
the new season.” the 27-year-old World Cup player added. 
Albert, operated on in Cambridge, England, said he would 
stay in hospital for five days. 


World’s top 
sprinter 

dashes 

away from 

earthquakes 


NEW YORK (AP) — De- 
nnis Mitchell is the world’s 
No. 1 sprinter — and he’s 
.also becoming an expert on 
earthquakes. 

While the two don’t neces- 
sarily go together, in Mitch- 
ell’s case they do. 

A year ago, he was in 
California during the terrible 
quake that rocked tbe Nortb- 
ridge area, near Los Angeles, 
where his coach, John Smith, 
lives. A week ago, he was in 
Japan dazing the devastating 
quake that rattled the Kobe 
area, resulting in more than 
5,000 deaths. 

The two quakes were hard- 
ly comparable, Mitchell said. 

“That was a little kitty 
earthquake in Los Angeles,” 
be said Monday via a telecon- 
ference call at tbe Metropoli- 
tan Track writers luncheon - 
“The one in Japan was 10 
times worse. It lasted for 
about 40 seconds; it felt like 
about 40 minutes.” 

At the time of last week’s 
quake, Mitchell was on a 
business trip in Osaka, only 
22 miles (35-km) east of 
Kobe. When it struck about 
5:30 a.m.. Mitchell was sleep- 
ing in his hotel room. 

“After it stopped, tbe 
building was moving for ab- 
out another 30 to 40 
seconds,” Mitchell said. 
“People were in shock." 

Mitchell, who was on tbe 
16th floor, quickly went to 
the room of bis business man- 
ager, Charley Wells, a former 
sprinter, and said they had to 
leave the hotel immediately. 
He also cried to assist other 
frightened hotel guests in 
leaving. 

As he. Wells and the 
others attempted to escape 
via an emergency exit, they 
found the door locked. “We 
had to read the directions 
before we could open it and 
get to the steps," Mitchell 
said. 

Once at the steps, Mitchell 
hoped to use his sprinting 
ability. 

“I wasted to get out of 
there in 16 seconds — one 
floor a second." he said. “I 
was about the only one there 
who had experience on earth- 
quakes. I was telling them 
what to do. We had to keep 
moving, bat the pace was 
slow, because the people 
were in shock. 

Fortunately, no one in the 
hotel was hurt, Mitchell said, 
except for those in shock. 

Mitchell left Japan to re- 
turn to the United States 
about 12 hours after the 
quake. 

“I felt I shouldn't have left 
to quickly because there was 
so much devastation," he 
said. “The country's done so 
much for me, I should have 
stayed there in time of need." 

After these two horrifying 
experiences, it would appear 
to be unsafe to travel with 
Mitchell. He doesn't agree. 

“It’s good to travel with 
me." he said. ‘Tve survived. 

“When something like this 
happens. I know what to do." 

Mitchell also knows what 
to do on the track. 

He has won two world 
championship bronze medals 
and one Olympic bronze 
medal in the 100-metre dash. 
He has run the third ieg on 
the two U.S. teams that share 
the world record of 37.40 
seconds for the 400-metre re- 
lay. He ran on two other 
teams that set the relay re- 
cord previously. And he has 
twice won the national 100- 
metre championship, includ- 
ing iast year, a victory that 
helped him gain the No. 1 
ranking in a controversial 
j choice over Britain’s Linford 
Christie, the European and 
Commonwealth Gaines 
i champion. 

! “I couldn't get into the 
| European Championships or 
I the Commonwealth Games." 
Mitchell said. “In the middle 
of the season. I was on fire. I 
I was running 9.9s on tbe track 
| every meet, and Christie was 
I nowhere to be found." 

When the two did meet, 
they split six races. 

Mitchell will open his sea- 
son Feb. 3 in the 60-metre 
dash at the Mil! rose Games - 


In the NBA these days, 
bad attitude seems the norm 
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The Associated Press 


WHEN THE NEW JERSEY 
NETS were playing in De- 
troit earlier this month, all- 
star Derrick Coleman missed 
a shootaround, one of several 
he's skipped. Coleman, the 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion's highest-paid player 
whose home is in Detroit, 
had a ready excuse, though: 
his 1970 Chevy Nova 
wouldn't start. 

Of course, the NBA has 
always prided itself on having 
attitude. But these days, bad 
attitude is more the norm. 

More and more, players 
are feuding with coaches over 
playing time, missing practice 
without permission, taking 
their requests for trades pub- 
lic and squabbling among 
themselves. Sometimes 
they’re fined or suspended 
for their actions, sometimes 
not. 

Just a few recent examples 
of players acting out: 

— Chicago's Scottie Pip- 
pen. another all-star who Iast 
season refused to play the 
critical final seconds of a 
playoff game when a play 
wasn't called for him. calls his 
general manager a liar and 
demands to be traded. 

— Dallas' Roy Tarpley 
throws a fit when he’s taken 
out of a game. 

— Seattle’s Vincent 
Askew, upset with his playing 
time, refuses to enter a game 
as directed by his coach. 

— Minnesota's Isaiah Rid- 
er calls a new conference to 
lash out at his coach. 

The season has already 
seen San Antonio's Dennis 
Rodman suspended twice for 
disruptive behaviour and 
1994 rookie of the year Chris 
Webber force a trade to get 
away from Golden State 
coach Don Nelson, whom be 
disliked. 


Sure, the majority of play- 
ers show up for work, listen 
to their coaches and play 
hard. But the top-caliber 
players among that group are 
wondering why some of their 
colleagues can't do the same. 

"To me. it's wild," said 
Indiana’s Reggie Miller. “I’m 
from the old school where 
players play and coaches 
coach. You hear of so many 
conflicts between coaches 
and players, people not 
showing up for practice, peo- 
ple not wanting to go in 
games. That’s wild, no matter 
what the circumstances. 

“I know you wouldn't want 
to be working 9-to-5 at IBM 
This is two hours of sup- 
posedly what you love to do. 
Players don't appreciate what 
we get." 

Last season, as incidents of 
taunting and fighting in- 
creased, the NBA wasted no 
time stiffening penalities for 
such behaviour, and as a re- 
sult fighting has been prac- 
tically non-existent this sea- 
son. But attitude isn't so easi- 
ly legislated. 

Magic Johnson ended a 10- 
game trial run as the Los 
Angeles Lakers' coach last 
season by deciding he wanted 
no part of coaching. At the 
time, he blasted his players 
for a lack of discipline and 
effort. Now a minority owner 
of the team, he declined com- 
ment through his agent, Lon 
Rosen. 

Denver’s Dan Issel quit as 
coach this month, emotional- 
ly spent from trying to coax 
consistent effort out of a 
young and talented team. 
Johnson played in the 1980s, 
Issel in the '70s, but both had 
trouble relating their playing 
experience to today’s crop of 
millionaire youngsters. 

“It's tougher to coach to- 
day. because the salaries are 
astronomical, and the notori- 


vate what Indiana coach Lar- .' 
iy Brown calls “the MTV,! 


ety that comes from the en- 
dorsement packages makes it 
harder to reinforce values," 
said Atlanta Hawk* coach 
Lenny Wilkens. 

Just as former pros like 
Johnson, Issel and Karl find 
themselves unable to mcm- 
National BasketbaB Association results and standings after * 
Monday’s games. 

L.A. Lakers 108, Charlotte 102 
Cleveland 90, L.A. Clippers 68 
Utah 116, Dallas 111 


crowd.” league veteran* 
blame the huge, long-term * 
contracts their younger leant, 
mates sign as rookies for,, 
creating an untenable situ* ; 
tion. 
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French rally champion Didier Auriol in his Toyota Celica at the 63rd Monte Carlo Rally (AFP photo) i 

Delecour storms into lead in Monte Carlo J: 


MONACO (AFP) — French- 
man Francois Delecour took 
the lead of the Monte Carlo 
rally here Tuesday after a 
sustained burst of attacking. 

Driving a Ford Escort, he 
clawed back Carlos Sainz's 
44sec overnight advantage by 
the end of the ninth stage to 
edge two seconds ahead. 

Delecour did most of the 
damage on the second stage 
of the dav when he took 


back an astonishing 39secs off 
the Spaniard's Subaru Impre- 
za. 

Even Tommi Makinen. in 
third overall, lost 23secs in 
his Mitsubishi Lancer as the 
Frenchman hurtled through 
stage eight. 

German Armin Schwarz's 
hopes evaporated when he 
lost over seven minutes on 
stage seven when the suspen- 
sion of his Tovota failed. 


Leading standings 


1. Francois Delecour (France) Ford Escort 


2. Carlos Sainz (Spain) Subaru Impreza 

3. Tommi MaJtinen (Finland) Mistubishi Lancer 


4. Juba Kankkunen (Finland) Toyota Celica 

5. Piero Liatti (Italy) Subaru Impreza 

6 . Didier Auriol (France) Toyota Celica 

7. Colin McRae (Britain) Subaru Impreza 

8. Bruno Thiry (Belgium) Ford Escort 

9. Andrea Aghini (Italy) Mitsubishi Lancer 

10. Philippe Bugalski (France) Renault Clio renter 
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A •DECLARER REVERSAL 

Put 
Pass 
Pam 


Pas* 


Thai improved the Souib hand. 
After the jump to game, a cue-bid- 
ding sequence convinced North 
ihere would be good play for all the 
tricks. 


Opening ic3d: Three of * 

The term “d-.urm reversal" sim- 
;■;> mean? you take your ruffe ir. the 
fonz tru=p hard, using the holding 
*Kh the 9h"«e? trumps to draw the 
opponents" fcngs. With :he prolifer- 
ation .4 transfer bids, declarer is 
•ifrcr. the hand trumps. 

Here’s jn example of nhai could be 
termed u "declarer reversal. - 

After first nukinic .i trar.sfc: bid. 
Nw.h described a spade diamond 
tuo- JUiter. possibly a-ith ?lum inter- 


West led a trump and declarer 
could count 12 tricks. There were 
two possible lines to develop a 13th 
if spades were 3-2. One was » draw 
two rounds of tr ump s. ih»n play ofF 
three top diamonds. If the diamonds 
broke 3-3, all was well: or if the 
defender with the third trump also 
held diamond length, declarer would 
be able to ruff a diamond for the 
fulfilling trick. The other is to use 
the long-trump band, in this case 
dummy, to ruff hearts while declar- 


er’s spades serve to draw the ene- 
my's trumps. That depends only on 
“3-2 trump split and East not being 
able to ovemiff the third round of") 
hearts. 

Obviously, the latter phm is con- 
siderably better. So win the ace of ' 
tmmpa, cash the ace of hearts and- 
ruff a heart. Come to hand with a' 
trump to make sure they divide 3-2 
and ruff another heart. The ace of 
diamonds and queen of cluba are the ' 
entries to ruff a third heart with thei 
jack of spades and draw the out- j 
standing trump, on which one of 
dummy's low diamonds is discarded. 
With nine tricks in the dum- ’ 
nay's king-queen of ijiummih and 
ace -king, of clubs take the. last four, 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Gnema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

% 

Jim Carrey 

Najlw Fathi & Farouq Al Frshawi — in 

THE GARAGE 

D 

in 

Arabic 

A T 

THE MASK 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. fvVj. gj.V. ip : 5o 

The movie: The Lion 

Y 

Shows: 12:30. 330. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30' 

King will be shown at 5 
p.m. every evening as well 
as extra shows on Fridays 
Land Thursdays at 10:30 - 


Cinema 


Tel.: 67743) 


CONCORD 
CONCORD “1" 


Sylvester Sr^’c'e - Sharon Srone 


THE SPECIALIST 

Showy :2:30. 7 30. 6. V:S5. I0.3n 

CONCORD “2” 

Harrrson “crc • vV'n^e y Houston — 

THE BODYGUARD 

.Shows: 3. < — 


Tel.: 618274 - 61S275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

Nabii AI Mashini Theatre 

Nabii & Hisham's Tel.: ‘625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

SUM’A :r. :he sa-ncal piav 

HI CITIZEN 

Com do sec ana s:rec:ed by 
Moha'nmaa a: Sbawacfeb 

Daily from 8 p.m. 

Ch-id’ens Play 

The Ninja Turtles Show 

Q'raisa tv i-.ra rr Atu- Raghet 
Da.iy at 10-30 p.m 

Presents 

Abu Awwad 

in the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 
day 

Presents: 

The political satire:. . 

AL SALAM YA SALAM 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation, please call 
625155 

The theatre is closed on 
Saturdays & Sundays 
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Jerry Rice considers retirement 
JlOl’n if 49ers win Super Bowl 


r? 1 D? hai Indi^ 

> r, -^'d ■ , ** >L jflAMI (AP) — It's almost 
ihe u agUe v ^enough to make San Fran- 
c,J n:r Sc . c , hug e .% gisco fans root against their 

” ia: « si?n Cir ^u^ieam- 
-=a;in 8 ^ iJffe -All-pro receiver Jeny 

* dn uni* 3* 
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Rice says he may retire if 
tbJ* 49ms beat San Diego in 
Sunday’s Super Bowl. 

“I’d like to put off that 
^retirement, I can assure 
vqu." Charters coach Bob- 
by Ross said with a smile. 

Rice, 32, opened the 
door to an early exit when 
he answered a question at a 
news conference Monday 
abbut the possibility of re- 
tirement. 

•"That might be some- 
thing to think about," Rice 
said. "If I think the fire is 
still inside. Til continue to 
^ play. If it’s gone, it’s time 
Ifc to! walk away from the 
S gajnc." 

j* 1“ The 49ers believe Rice 
• has plenty of fire — and 
National Football League 
seasons — remaining. 
Coach George Seifert, for 
7 one, doubts that his peren- 
nial pro bowl receiver will 
quit. 

‘‘That's the first time I’ve 
beard any mention of 
thfrt,” Seifert said. ‘Td be 
surprised if that's what he 
did." 

Health isn’t an issue. He 


Gfi 


6U 


last missed a game in 1987. 

“I feel like a youngster,” 
he said. “If anything. I'm in 
better shape than when I 
first came in.” 

Diminished skills aren't 
an issue. Rice this season 
made 112 receptions, the 
best total of his 10-year 
career, for 1,499 yards and 
13 touchdowns. He broke 
Jim Brown’s NFL record 
for career touchdowns and 
was named a Pro Bowl 
starter for the ninth con- 
secutive time. 

In the National Football 
Conference championship 
victory over Dallas, Rice 
made the game's biggest 
play — a 28-yard touch- 
downs catch with eight 
seconds left in the first half. 

Against the Chargers in 
December, he caught 12 
passes for 144 yards. 

“Jerry Rice is at the top 
of his game right now," San 
Diego safety Stanley 
Richard said. “He can pret- 
ty much do what he wants 
to do. He can play another 
five or 10 years, if he wants 
to.” 

The Chargers arrived in 
Florida Monday as 19 
point underdogs, the big- 
gest spread in football his- 
tory. 


“I know we’re going to 
bear about that all week,” 
coach Bobby Ross said af- 
ter the Chargers' charter 
flight arrived Monday 
night. “I’ve never seen one 
that was derided by the 
media, yet. 

“We honestly think we 
can win the game. That’s 
why people are buying 
tickets for it. I told our 

squad this morning, first 
and foremost, we’re com- 
ing down to win this foot- 
ball game.” 

The Chargers relish their 
underdog status, which 
they’ve faced several times 
this season. 

Linebacker David 
Griggs, who used to play 
for the Miami Dolphins, 
said the Chargers aren’t 
getting the respect they de- 
serve, but understands 
why. 

“The 49ers won, what, 
Four Super bowls, and the 
Chargers haven’t won any. 
It’s our first time here, and 
for the past 10 years the 
AFC has gotten stomped. 
So of course we’re going to 
be the underdogs,” Griggs 
said. 

“But it’s motivational for 
us. They're, not unbeat- 
able.” 




Italy’s- Sabina Panamnini 


World Alpine Ski Championships 

Coaches and athletes struggling 
| to prepare for alternatives 
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! CQRTINA D’AMPEZZO, 
Italy (AP) — With only a 
week to go to the World 
Alpine Sip Championships in 
Siejra Nevada, coaches and 
atUetes are struggling to pre- 
pare for races still uncertain 
because of warm weather. 

It bas been an extremely 
mild season for Sierra Neva- 
da, Europe’s most southern 
winter resort, with rain rather 
than snow foiling over the 
weekend. Temperatures ha- 
ven't even been cold enough 
to make the needed artificial 
snow. 

a A s it looks right now, the 
only thing I'm concerned ab- 
out is the safety — there is 
not much snow and outside 
the coarse there are only 
rocks to slide into,” said 
.Canada’s Kate Pace, the de- 
coding world downhill 
champion. 

Organisers have postponed 
malting a decision on whether 
to hold the races several 
times already putting the 
teams, many of which plan- 
ned to leave as early as Mon- 
day, into a holding pattern. 

The International Ski Fed- 
eration (FIS) said it would 
announce its final verdict on 
Ian. 26, only three days be- 
fore the opening ceremonies 
are to be held. 

The U.S. team’s head 
coach Herwing Demschar 
headed to Sierra Nevada 
Saturday to see for himself. 

Coaches are also worried 
about what to do with their 
athletes when they arrive in 
Spain and have no prepared 
tracks to train on. 

. Some athletes, such as two- 
time Olympic champion De- 
borah Compagnom of Italy, 
may be forced to return home 
to practice on snow-covered 
slopes in between the diffe- 
rent events that are spread 
out over a two week period. 

“Hither I deride it is possi- 
ble to train, , or if I see no 
chance Til keep them in 
Europe until tire 27th ” said 
Dems char 

For the American women 
Waiting oat the decision 
! jfeans passing up a three day 
weak at the beach on Spain’s 
sunny coast 

Germany’s Katja 
who leach the World 
overall standings said she 
would On hr think about the 


championships on Thursday, 
when HS makes a decision. 

However, she isn’t afraid 
to set her sights on the med- 
als: “I hope to win at the 
world championships even 
though the runs there are 
very easy — I like more 
technical courses,” she said. 

The Americans are some 
of the race favourites con- 
sidering their stellar results so 
for this season. Hilary Lindh 
and Pica bo Street have both 
won three oat of a total of 
five world cup downhill 
races. 

After winning her second 
career World Cup downhill in 
Cortina, Street said, “I hope 
we have them (the World 
Championships), that’s all I 
can say.” 

Lindh won the World Cap 
downhill in Sierra Nevada 
last year and Street predicts 
strong results for her team- 
mate. 

“She is really confident,” 
said street of Lindh. . 


The Canadians have 
already rearranged their 
travel plans, delaying their 
departure and opting to stay 
in Cortina until a final deri- 
sion is made. 

“The important thing is to 
stay flexible and relaxed.” 
said Demscher who also 
counts on having the World 
Championships held as plan- 
ned. 

Organisers have touched 
on several alternatives should 
conditions in Spain not be 
suitable by the Jan. 26 dead- 
line: The championships 
could be delayed until later in 
the year. 


Australian Open 


Sampras downs Courier to keep title hopes alive 

Chang, Martinez, Pierce progress into semifinals 


MELBOURNE (Agencies) 

— World No. 1 Pete Sampras 
extended his extraordinary 
defence of his Australian 
Open tide with an emotional 
moonlit victory over twice 
champion Jim Courier at 
Flinders Park Tuesday. 

Sampras staged a brilliant 
comeback from two sets 
down for the second time in 
successive matches to clinch a 

6- 7 6-7 6-3 6-4 6-3 victory 
over his fellow American in 
the tournament’s most 
dramatic match for some 
years. 

The top-seeded Sampras, 
whose coach Tim Guilikson 
flew home in the morning 
after five days in a Mel- 
bourne hospital, spent much 
of the final set fighting back 
tears as the strain' of the past 
week suddenly caught up 
with him. 

Television microphones 
apparently picked up a spec- 
tator shouting “do it for your 
coach” at the start of the fifth 
set, while Sampras also re- 
ceived treatment for a foot 
injury’ during q, contest which 
lasted one minute short of 
four hours. 

It was past one o’clock in 
the morning before Sampras 
was able to nail down his 10th 
victory in 14 matches against 
Courier and secure himself a 
semifinal against another 
American, Michael Chang. 

Chang beat an ailing 
Andre Medvedev in three 
tough sets Tuesday at the 
Australian Open, clinching 
the third Grand Slam semi- 
final appearance of his 
career. 

The 22-year-old American 
downed Medvedev 7-6 (9-7), 

7- 5, 6-3 after the Ukrainian 
was hampered by an injury to 
his left wrist he suffered dur- 
ing the first set. 

Medvedev, seeded 13rh, 
lunged for the ball in the 
eighth point of the first-set 
tiebreaker and fell heavily. 
He was treated several times 
and the potency of his threat 
faded as the match progres- 
sed. 

The right-hander appeared 
to have trouble with his ball 
toss after the foil and said the 
wrist felt numb when he hit 
double-handed backhands. 

“It was painful, but I could 
play, more or less,” said 
Medvedev. “It took a little 
while to adjust to the pain, 
but it wasn’t the reason that I 
lost.” 

Chang has dropped only 
one set in his first five match- 
es at the open, where he had 
not previously made it past 
the third round. 
m “It was an awkward match 

— a very up-and-down 
match,” Chang said. “In the 
first two sets a couple of 
points here and there could 
have turned it around." 

Die win took Chang two 
hours and 23 minutes. Both 
men played mainly from the 
baseline but Medvedev made 
considerably more errors — 
31 to his rival’s 48. 

“It was confidence booster 

— it was a good match for me 
to have to battle," Chang 
siad. “I feel like I’m in pretty 
good shape, physically ana 
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USA VISA LOTTERY & 


CANADIAN IMMIGRATION OPEN 

FREE DETAILS: MAIL OR FAX YOUR NAME/ 
ADDRESS TO: IAS (IMMIGRATION ALLIED SER- 
VICES, INC). 


'U r 

Dirnr. Tours 
Announce 


.0. BOX 3003. NORTH BETHESDA, MD 20847 USA 
: (301) 468-0382 ■ a q 

FAX: (301) 468-4879 I AO 




VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND 
FOR 5 NIGHTS/ 6 DAYS 

JERUSALEM - SEITLEHCM - 
NAZARETH • TIBERIAS - HAIFA 

Four Star & Five Star Hotels 

* Full SlflhhutdnB - , 

£ Transportation And Meals. 2 

* For Further Information, « 
Plena Call TeL No. WON 


FOR RENT 

A DELUXE WELL-FURNISHED 
APARTMENT 

AT DHAIYAT AL RASHEED 

☆ Area: 220 square metres. 

☆ Two bedrooms, two salons, one living room, one 
dining room. 

☆ Fully furnished modem kitchen, central heating. 
#A spacious terrace of 3x6 metres. 

For further information 
please call: Tel. 689669 


mentally.” 

Medvedev had his chances 
to win. He had a set point in 
the first set and served for the 
second — but didn't take the 
opportunities. 

Chang, who was treated 
during the match for what 
appeared to be a groin strain, 
wavered briefly in the third 
set. 

Medvedev came back from 
0-5 to 3-5 before dropping his 
own sene and the match. 

Chang's victory ensured at 
least one American will reach 
the men's singles finals. The 
No. 5 seed will now face 
Sampras. 

Chang won the 1989 
French Open and last made 
the semis of a slam at the 
1992 U.S. Open. 

Chang said his injury was 
“nothing too serious" — but 
declined to elaborate.” 

“We'll leave it at that." he 
saaid. “Jim and Pete read the 
papers.” 

Mary Pierce earlier over- 
whelmed Natasha Zvereva in 
just 62 minutes — advancing 
to her second Grand Slam 
semifinal. 

Pierce will face No. 2 seed 
Conchita Martinez of Spain 
in the semifinals. 

Wimbledon champion 
Martinez moved into her first 
Australian Open semifinal 
with a 6-3, 4-6, 6-3 win in one 
hour-41 minutes over 18- 
year-oid American Lindsay 
Davenport, the No. 6 seed. 

Davenport made 50 un- 
forced errors to just 26 from 
Martinez. 

Pierce, the No. seed from 
France, hit rhe ball deep and 
hard, moving a frustrated 
Zvereva around the court to 
win 6-1, 6-4. 

Pierce, 20, raced through 
the first set in just 20 mi- 
nutes, dropping only the fifth 
game, and then pulled away 
form 4-4 in the second set 
after Zvereva briefly rallied 
from 2-4. 

“In the first set I was pretty 
happy,” Pierce said. “I was 
very aggressive but I got a bit 
impatient in the second, 
made a few mistakes and got 
upset with myself.” 

Pierce was successful with 
84 per cent of her first serves, 
hit 25 winners to just 1 1 from 
No. 8 Zvereva, and won the 
point 10 of the 12 times she 
approached the net. 

“She was extremely confi- 
dent, blasting balls" every- 
where,” Zvereva said. “Ev- 
erything went in. There was a 
feeling coming across the net 
from her. She’s pumped up.” 

Pierce was given a time 
violation warning on match 
point as she prepared to 
serve, but she clinched the 
point and the match with a 
backhand down the line be- 
fore running to the net with 
her fist clenched in triumph. 

"It didn’t bother me at 
all,” Piewrce said. “It was 
just a warning." 

Martinez said she was en- 
joying the experience of play- 
ing outdoors after struggling 
in indoor tournaments during 
the second half of 1994. 

"I’m feeling very confident 
and playing tennis at the mo- 
ment,” she said. “It’s great to 
be in the semis here for the 
first time." 


Davenport said her error- 
count and her inability to 
counter Martinez's serve 
ruined her chances of win- 
ning. 

“I don’t know what it is 
about her serve, but I’m 
going to find out.” she said. 
“It’s a nightmare for me.” 

The tournament, spon- 
sored by Ford, offers prize 
money of S6.2 million and 
continues through Sunday. 

Australian Open note- 
book 

* Stefan Edberg could 
struggle to add another 
Grand Slam title to the six be 
has already, accordng to the 
man who sent him packing 
from the Australian Open 
tennis championships. 

“He’s probably a notch 
lower than he was in 1990 
when he won the U.S. Open 
and was number one in the 
world,” said American 
Aaron Krickstein. who beat 
Edberg in the fourth round. 

“It’s going to be tougher 
for him (to win a Grand 
Slam I. He's not getting any 
younger, just like myself, so 
there’s not too many left. He 
hasn't done too well over the 
last five or six grand slam 
events. 

“But he’s always capable 
of raising his game. He was a 
point or two away from beat- 
ing me. But again. I don’t 
know if he can beat an Agas- 
si, Sampras or Courier. 
Those guys are pretty tough. 

“I still think he’s a top 10 
players, but whether he’s a 
top" five or top three guy I 
don’t know. 

“Twenty-nine isn’t over 
the hill, by any means, but I 
think it’s going to be more 
difficult for him the more he 
plays. He doesn't have many 
yeais left, I don’t think." 

* Todd’s tip: Russian 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov is dis- 
playing the type of form 
needed to win his first Grand 
Slam title at the Australian 
Open — so says American 
Todd Martin. 

The eight-seeded Martin 
was on the end of a fourth- .. 
round 6-1, 6-4. 6-2 rout by 
Kafelnikov and walked away 
impressed. 

“I don't see why he 
shouldn’t be able to win a 
tournament like this one,” 
said Martin. “I think he’s a 
threat to everybody.” 

But Kafelnikov, 20, the 
tenth seed, faces a big task in 
his next match, facing U.S. 
Open winner Andre Agassi 
in his quarterfinal. 

* New positive: John New- 
combe. winner of seven sing- 
les and 17 doubles Grand 
Slam titles, sees positive signs 
for tennis coming out early in 
1995. 

“I think it’s all starting to 
happen, Newcombe said. 
“Tennis has really taken a 
sock in the guts for the last 
two years, and deservedly so. 
But the players have realised 
that you can't keep picking 
the leaves off the bran- 
ches... you you’ve got to put 
some water on the roots.” 

“That’s what happened 
durign the 80s. Everybody 
took. I think that was the 
general reaction." 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


A leading engineering company is 
seeking the employment of 
Mechanical Engineer with the 
following qualifications: 

- BSC degree in Mechanical 
Engineering. 

- Fluent in English language. 

- 2 - 3 years experience in Diesel 
Engines. 

- Presentable and convincing 
personality . 

Interested candidates can send their 
applications with detailed CVs to : 
The General Manager. 

P.O.Box : 950389, Amman . 
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THE SMART MONEY IS ON BUDGET 


LET BUDGET LIGHTEN THE COST. 

FREE 2 DAYS WHEN YOU 

RENT AN OPEL VECTRA FOR 3 DAYS 

FOR RESERVATION AND CONFIRMATION CALL YOUR LOCAL' BUDGET OFFICE 

AT TEL : 698131 

OFFER IS VALID THROUGH MARCH 31 .1995 . AND SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 
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Natasha Zvereva of Belarus wears sunglasses during her 
match at the Australian Open (AFP photo) 

Newcombe, captain of Au- 
stralia’s Davis Cup team, says 
he instructed his charges last 
year to be more understand- 
ing of the public's perception 
of the sport. And he’s seen 
the increased crowds at this 


have perfected on the disco 
floor. “I got so excited,” said 
Zvereva. “That’s the way I 
am. Sometimes I get this 
huge rush of adrenalin in my 
blood and I get totally 
whacko." 


year's tournament, almost 
fanatical support by some 
young teens for Australia's 
top-ranked player. Patrick 
Rafter, and the emergence of 
a number of new players 
making their marks early this 
year. 

☆ TV a hit: Tournament 
organisers said Monday 
night's fourth-round match 
between Andre Agassi and 
Australian star Pat Rafter 
attracted the biggest prime- 
time ratings in the history of 
Australia's Channel Seven 
tennis coverage. 

Tennis Australia president 
Geoff Pollard said Channel 
Seven peaked at 39 — 39 per 
cent of all television sets that 
were on tuned to the match 
— in Melbourne. 31 in Ade- 
laide, 27 in Sydney, 26 in 
Brisbane and 24 in Perth. 

Pollard said that about 500 
million people throughout 
Europe. Asia, Africa and 
North America were tuning 
in to the tournament, which 
is broadcast in 11 languages. 

* Dances a jig: Natasha 
Zvereva didn’t have a lot to 
celebrate during her 6-1, 6-4 
loss to Mary Pierce in the 
Australian Open quarterfin- 
als on Tuesday. So when she 
hit her first backhand win- 
newr in the match during the 
second set, she did a celebra- 
tory dance that she claims to 


☆ Junior charge: Players 
from 27 countries are taking 
part in the boys and girls 
junior singles competitions at 
the Australian Open. 

Australia leads the way in 
the entries with a total of 55 
competitors, made up of 29 
girls and 26 boys. 

The United States has 
eight in all. split evenly be- 
tween the two competitions. 
Japan has seven players, 
while Germany, Hungary 
and New Zealand have six 
representatives. 

* Lefties struggle: No- 
lefthander has won the men’s 
championship or even 
reached the final at the Au- 
stralian Open since the 
tournament was switched to 
Hinders Park in 1988. 

The last lefthander to win 
was Argentina’s Guillermo 
Vilas, who won in 1978-79 
when the Open was bing 
staged at Kooyong. 

☆ Taking no chances: Au- 
stralia's Davis Cup team is 
trying to simulate Durban- 
like conditions as the team 
prepares to play South Africa 
from Feb. 2-5. Davis Cup 
coach Tony Roche and cap- 
tain John Newcombe have 
imported from South Africa a 
number of “heavy" balls that 
will be used on the hard 
courts of Westridge Park. 


FOR RENT 

Fully Furnished 1st floor villa 
(Abdoun Area) 

310m 2 : Dining, salon, living. 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, 
panoramic terrace, garage, garden. 

Please call owners: 865693 
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France vows to reassert 
EU role in peace process 

Paris, newEU president, will no longer 
accept ‘marginalised role — ambassador 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The European 
Union (EU) is no longer con- 
tent with a secondary role in 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess and would strive for 
direct involvement in Arab- 
Israeli peace negotiations, 
the French ambassador to 
Jordan said Tuesday. 

Ambassador Bernard Ba- 
joiet also condemned Sun- 
day's suicide bombings in 
Israel that killed at least 19 
people and said extremism 
would not have any impact at 
least on the ElTs commit- 
ment to supporting the peace 
process and extending finan- 
cial assistance to help de- 
velop the Palestinian eco- 
nomy. 

Mr. Bajolet was addressing 
a press conference marking 
the French assumption of the 
rotating presidency of the EU 
with effect from Jan. 1. 

During the next six 
months, France would try to 
bring about “fundamental 
changes” in the ELTs institu- 
tions as well as the bloc's 
approach to global political 
issues in a way that would 
reflect the Union’s weight as 
accounting for 45 per cent of 
the world's trade, the ambas- 
sador said. 


While Mr. Bajolet did not 
spell out the exact means 
through which the EU sought 
a high-profile role in the 
hitherto U.S.-dominated bi- 
lateral negotiations between 
Arabs and Israel, his com- 
ments indicated that the Un- 
ion would employ its econo- 
mic clout to achieve its objec- 
tives. 

Mr. Bajolet complained 
that the EU's role “has been 
marginalised despite the fact 
that we pursued” the peace 
process “with vigour” ever 
since the international con- 
ference launched Arab- 
Israeli peace talks in Madrid 
in September 1991. 

"We cannot accept it any 
longer... we no longer agree 
to be the cashier of the peace 
process,” he said. “All par- 
ties of the (Middle East) re- 
gion are aware of the poten- 
tially strong (political) role 
that the EU could play and 
all are calling for a stronger 
EU role in the peace pro- 
cess.” 

However, the EU 
approach was not at variance 
with or contradictory to the 
American handling of the 
■peace process, he said. “We 
are not criticising the U.5.,” 
he stressed. “Despite our dif- 
ferences in viewpoints and 
some contradictions, we be- 


lieve that our approach will 
be complementary to that of 
the United States.” 

The ambassador indicated 
that the EU was getting im- 
patient with the U.S.- 
brokered but deadlocked Sy- 
rian and Lebanese negotia- 
tions with Israel and said the 
EU stood solidly behind its 
stand that Israel should with- 
draw completely from Syria's 
Golan Heights in return for 
“full normalisation of rela- 
tions” between Syria and 
Israel. 

Similarly, the EU also be- 
lieved that “any peace settle- 
ment should not be at the 
expense of Lebanon’s 
sovereignty, independence 
and democracy,” said the 
ambassador. 

He said France was coordi- 
nating with Germany, its pre- 
decessor as EU president, 
and Spain as well as Italy, the 
two countries which would 
consecutively take over the 
EU presidency after France, 
in its efforts to, revamp the 
Union. 

The European Union fully 
supports the autonomy 
accord signed between the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and the 



ARRESTS: Israeli soldiers arrest a Palestinian blanket ova- Israel and rtm PH bstinfanc aaHng 
youth white a border-guard (left) interrogates the West Bank and the Gaza Strip to prevent 
another one at a Bethlehem roadblock Tues- Palestinians from entering Israel and Jeru- 
day. The Israeli army spread a security salon (see page one) (AFP photo) 


Cabinet presents policy 
statement to House today 


By Ayman AI Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


(Continued on page 7) 


Kobe declared disaster 
area; tax cuts offered 


KOBE (Agencies) — A week 
after Kobe was devastated by 
an earthquake, the cabinet 
declared the once-vibrant city 
a diaster zone Tuesday, effec- 
tively shouldering huge re- 
building costs. 

Opposition lawmakers 
assailed the government of 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama for its slow re- 
sponse to the quake, which 
kilted more than 5,000 peo- 
ple. 

"What were you thinking 
of?” opposition delegate 
Akira Kuroyanagi screamed 
at the prime minister in an 
emotional parliament ses- 
sion. He demanded Mr. 
Murayama apologise to the 
nation “for the suffering of 
the people." 

One week after the quake, 
the death toll stood at 5,063 
with 68 still missing. Another 
26,500 people were injured 
and at least 56,000 buildings 
damaged or destroyed in the 
Jan. 17 earthquake, which 
had a magnitude of 7.2. 

Mr. Murayama avoided 
any apology but said the gov- 
ernment will spare no effort 
to improve disaster prepared- 
ness. The Finance Ministry 
unveiied a series of tax 
breaks for quake victims 
based on their income and 
property losses. 

Those whose property los- 
ses still exceed their annual 
income after discounting in- 


surance payments will have 
to pay no income tax for 
1994, the ministry said Tues- 
day. 

The Health Ministry re- 
laxed restrictions on foreign 
doctors who have volun- 
teered their services. The 
ministry said foreign doctors 
will be allowed to treat quake 
victims even though they lack 
Japanese medical licenses. 

After earmarking a hun- 
dred billion yen ($4 billion) 
from a contingency fund last 
week, the government for- 
mally declared the region a 
disaster area on Tuesday, 
opening the way for special 
low-interest reconstruction 
loans. 

Meanwhile, the stress of 
tackling the aftermath of the 
disaster — now being called 
the Great Hanshin earth- 
quake — began to show, with 
the suspected death by 
suicide of < an official strug- 
gling to restore the city's wa- 
ter supplies. 

Police said Takashi Naka- 
nishi. 37. a water supply con- 
trol official, was found dead 
Monday morning outside his 
office in central Kobe, 
apparently after leaping from 
the fourth floor of the build- 
ing. 

"We don’t know yet if it 
was a suicide or accident. But 
it is true that we have been 
under growing stress and ten- 
sion." said city waterworks 


bureau spokesman Koji 
Nagase. “We have called on 
the staff to keep their calm.” 

As clean-up operations en- 
ded their first week, traffic 
returned to repaired roads in 
this international port city. 

The traffic into the city 
centre, nestling beneath the 
Rokko mountains, reverber- 
ated as buses resumed ser- 
vices on 50 of the city's 77 
routes to make up for rail- 
ways and subways still in 
ruins, dodging streets with 
cracked surfaces and heaps of 
debris and those threatened 
by tilted buildings. 

Rescue teams, beefed 


by British and French special^ 


ists and U.S. doctors, failed 
to find any survivors by night- 
fall Tuesday. The death toll 
stood at 5,063 and 68 still 
listed as missing. 

The National Police Agen- 
cy added that 26.284 people 
had been injured and 56,243 
houses and buildings des- 
troyed in the quake. 

Running water had been 
restored to more than 40 per 
cent of Kobe’s 650.000 
households after strenuous 
repair work and almost all 
the bouses which survived the 
quake have electricity. 

But patience was running 
out among some 230.000 peo- 
ple still sheltered at Kobe 
schools and public halls amid 
3 flue epidemic fanned by 
strong cold winds. 


Russians still unable- to take 
Grozny as resistance continues 


GROZNY (Agencies) — 
Lightly armed Chechen 
separatists tried to hold their 
positions in their capital on 
Tuesday, carrying out hit- 
and-run attacks on the Rus- 
sian forces that continue to 
hammer them with artillery. 

Chechen leader Dzhokhar ■ 
Dudayev, in an interview on 
Echo Moskva radio on Tues- 
day. said he was in the ruined 
city and that it resembles “a 
layer cake.” with Chechen 
and Russian forces overlap- 
ping. 

Russian officials, however, 
say Chechen resistance in the 
city has “noticeably 
weakened.” 

From their forward posi- 
tions near Grozny’s railway 
station, the Russians let loose 
an all-night barrage on the 
southern part of the city with 
artillery, mine launchers and 
mortars. 

“I wish I had a sniper's 
rifle." said one rebel fighter, 
Magomet Abdulgapov. after 
sneaking behind Russian 
lines to harass enemy posi- 
tions. 

"I could have cracked 
them in the nose.” 

The banle for Grozny has 
been raging since New Year’s 
Eve. Thousands of people 
have been killed. 

The Chechens, who want 
independence from Moscow, 
are mainly holding positions 
south of the Sunzha River. 

Southwest of Grozny, a 
bridge over the Nethoi River 
was blown up overnight near 


Shaami-Yun, 25 kilometres 
from the capital. 

And Russian helicopter 
gunships missed another 
bridge near the Nethoi, near 
Kartar-Yurt. 32 kilometres 
southwest of Grozny, hitting 
a mosque and several houses 
on the riverbank instead. 
Irate villagers said there were 
no injuries. 

A group of Russian sol- 
diers' mothers tried for a 
third time to make it into 
Grozny in hopes of retrieving 
tbdrPoW sons. They got to 
southern Grozny on Monday 
but had to turn back because 
of an artillery bombardment. 

Some Russian soldiers 
have been returned, but Mr. 
Dudayev said his fighters 
'should not do so unless a 
ceasefire is signed. 

“There’s a war going on.” 
he said. “We’re not a peace 
organisation.” 

Mr. Dudayev- $aid his own 
son. Avjur, had been killed 
but that he had more to think 
about than that. 


“In Chechenya. lots of 
sons were killed, and think- 
ing about it breaks my 
heart," he told Echo Mos- 
kva. 

"My bean breaks for those 
homeless and destitute whom 
I couldn’t defend." 

At least half of the 10.000 
Chechen civilians trapped in 
Grozny will be evacuated in 
an emergency operation that 
is already . underway, an in- 
ternational relief agency said. 


United Nations officials 
said the number of Chechen 
refugees who have fled east 
to. Dagestan is now estimated 
at 42,000 — far higher than 
the earlier estimate of 30,000. 

“Current estimates suggest 
there are as many as 10.000 
vulnerable people' Trapped in 
the city, mostly women and 
children, of which 5.000 are 
in a precarious situation.” the 
Internationa! Organisation 
for Migration (IOM) said in a 
statement. 

“It is these people that 
IOM is trying to assist first, as 
many have made known their 
desire to be evacuated." it 
added. 

Twenty-two people 113 
women and nine children) 
were brought out of Grornv 
in a mini-bus at the weekend 
and taken to neighbouring 
Ingushetia, already home to 
some 100.000 desperate 
Chechens, IOM said. 

The first evacuees had 
been in hiding for three 
weeks in sub-zero tempera- 
tures, the Geneva^based 
group said. They included a 
woman wounded by shrapnel 
and her 18-year-old daugh- 
ter, dazed and in shock, who 
were taken to hospital. 

IOM, which arranges the 
movement of refugees and 
migrants, said it planned to 
evacuate Grozny civilians ion 
a regular basis, "moving as 
many as 75 to 200 persons 
daily provided the .-present 
security situation prevails." 


AMMAN — The govern- 
ment of Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker will today seek a vote 
of confidence from the Lower 
House of Parliament on the 
basis of a policy statement 
that is expected to stress the 
advantages of the Oct. 26 
peace treaty with Israel and 
reiterate the cabinet’s com- 
mitment to political, social, 
administrative and economic 
reform. 

Indications are that the 
government will emerge from 
the confidence session, ex- 
pected to begin Saturday, 
with a strong parliamentary 
mandate though it will be 
subjected to tough criticism 
from opposition deputies. 

Observers say the govern- 
ment will secure 54 to 56 
votes of confidence in the 
80-member house since it has 
the support of most members 
of four parliamentary blocks 
as well as the majority of 


Bassam Haddadin said the 
leftist lawmakers oppose the 
government because it is a 
“uni-colour" cabinet which 
will not be able to carry out 
the tasks outlined for it in His 
Majesty King Hussein's letter 
of designation to Sharif Zeid. 

Along with Mr. Obeidat, 
the leftist lawmakers will cast 
a no-confidence vote in the 
government also because 
they believe the peace treaty 
falls short of achieving the 
Kingdom's rights recognised 
by international laws and 
U.N. resolutions. 

Joining the opposition de- 
puties in criticising the gov- 
ernment will be lawmakers 
who are unhappy with their 
exclusion from the ministerial 
team. 


independent lawmakers.’ 
With 


Withholding confidence 
will be the 17-member Isla- 
mic Action Front, the only 
bloc excluded from the gov- 
emment, and leftist deputies 
Bassam Haddadin (Zarqa). 
Khalil Haddadin (Amman)’ 
Mustafa Shneikat (Balqa). 
Toujan Faisal (Amman) as 
well as Deputy Talal Obeidat 
(Irbid). 

The IAF members will 
vote against the government 
because one of the Cabinet's 
major tasks is the imple- 
mentation of the peace trea- 
ty. which they oppose on 
ideological grounds, accord- 
ing to IAF officials. The 
Islamists will also oppose the 
government because it 
’ignored" them in the con- 
sultations over the formation 
of the cabinet earlier this 
month. 


Ahmad Qudah (Ajloun) 
highlighted this unhappiness 
among such deputies in a 
recent speech when he sub- 
jected the government to the 
harshest criticism yet for not 
having Ajloun (50 kilometres 
north of Amman) repre- 
sented in the cabinet. 


Parliamentary sources said 
Dr. Qudah could be joined 
by two to three deputies in 
withholding confidence from 
the government in an ex- 
pression of discontent about 
keeping them or their consti- 
tuencies out of the cabinet. 

Observers expect the confi- 
dence session to last from two 
to three days, saying that the 
majority of deputies will 
make speeches in support of 
or against the government. 


House Speaker Sa’d Hayel 
Stour was quoted by the AI 
Rai daily on Tuesday as 
urging parliamentary blocs to 
each deliver a coordinated 
speech on behalf of its mem- 
bers. He also urged lawmak- 
ers to be brief in their 
speeches so as to save time 


for the House and the gov- 
ernment alike. 

But lawmakers are not ex- 
pected to heed the call. 
Opposition members will use 
the opportunity to air their 
views about the peace treaty 
and alleged encroachment on 
their freedom of expression 
Through their parliamentary 
platform, those lawmakers 
are expected to subject the 
government to harsh criticism 
in an effort to have their 
message reach the public. 

But supporters of the gov- 
ernment will not allow the 
opposition to have a field 
day. Therefore, they too will 
deliver speeches to counter 
the opposition's allegations 
and defend the government’s 
position, especially on the 
peace treaty whose advan- 
tages they will try to spell 
out. 

Moreover, deputies have 
developed a tradition of mak- 
ing speeches on important 
occasions such as confidence 
votes and the discussions of 
the draft budgets. Few expect 
lawmakers to break away 
from this tradition, especially 
because it receives substan- 
tial television coverage which 
many deputies often utilise 
for electioneering purposes 
and stating the concerns of 
their constituencies. 

The government, through 
the prime minister, will re- 
spond to the deputies' com- 
ments before the vote of con- 
fidence is cast and the cabinet 
of Sharif Zeid is expected to 
emerge with the second 
largest vote of confidence 
among the five governments 
that took office since the 
parliamentary elections of 
1989 — the largest being that 
of the 1989 government of 
Mudar Badran who then se- 
cured the confidence of the 
then-23 strong Muslim 
Brotherhood bloc. 


Senate 
refers 
draft law 
to council 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Up- 
per House of Parliament 
(Senate), on Tuesday de- 
cided to send the 1994 public 
administration draft law to 
the Higher Council for Inter- 
pretation of the Cbnstitntion 
to verify whether some of its 
articles which drew con- 
troversy between the Senate 
and the Lower House were 
constitutional or not. 

The Senate had returned 
the draft law to the Lower 
House which in turn insisted 
on its earlier decision to 
amend parts of it. 

The source of controversy 
in the law is derived from a 
clause that gives the Council 
of Ministers the right to 
empower the prime minister 
or some of its members the 
powers of the full cabinet. 

The Senate’s Law Commit- 
tee raised four questions ab- 
out the issue; 

— Is it constitutional to 
issue a legislation giving the 
cabinet the right to give any 
of its administrative powers 
to the prime minister or some 
of its members? 

— Is it constitutional to 
issue a legislation giving the 
prime minister the right to 
give any of his administra- 
tive powers to his deputy or 
any other minister? 

— If the authorisation in 
the above question is 
allowed, should it take place 
by a law or a regulation based 
on the provisions of the Con- 
stitution? 

— Do the provisions of the 
Constitution allow the 
issuance of a law or a regula- 
tion giving the deputy prime 
minister the powers of the 
prime minister in his absence 
abroad? 


Canadian 
regiment closed 
after racist 
incidents 


OTTAWA (AFP) — Q&. 
fence Minister David Co), 
lenette said Monday he was 
ordering the disbandment of 
the elite Canadian Airborne 
Regiment, following video 
tapes showing its member* jo 
be racist. Mr. Collewtte 
made the announcement fpj_ 
lowing the publication of 
video tapes taken of Air- 
borne troops malting racist 
remarks in Somalia when: 
they served as U.N 
peacekeepers. The SomaB 
tapes also showed a hazing 
incident in which recnafcs 
were forced to eat hoxoafr • 
faeces, vomit and uririe- 
drenched bread. Members 'of 
the Airborne — once consi- 
dered the elite of the Cana- 
dian military — were heard 
making references to Somals 
as “niggers and nig-nogs." 
‘The Airborne, a regime 
comprised of elite tighten 
from other Canadian regim- 
ents, has been a key part of 
virtually every Canadian 
U.N. peacekeeping mission. 
It was due to take over the 
□ext Canadian rotation of 
peacekeepers in Bosnia in 
April. 
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Report: medics can 
keep Deng alive 
for 3 to 4 months 


While the Lower House 
approves giving these powers 


to the prime minister and 
deputy prime minister, the 
Senate rejects it. 

Thus the Senate's Law 
Committee recommended 
that the draft be referred to 
the Higher Council for the 
Interpretation of the Con- 
stitution after 25 out of 33 
senators attending the meet- 
ingapproyed the motion. 

Opposition to the motion 
was spearheaded by senators 
Mudar Badran, Thouqan AI 
Hindawi and Maan Abu 
Nuwar, who said the aim of 
the empowerment was to re- 
duce burdens shouldered by 
the cabinet and the prime 
minister. 

The Senate, which was 
meeting under the chair- 
manship of its Speaker 
Ahmad AJ Lawzi in the pre- 
sence of Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Khaled Karaki, approved 
two draft laws on military and 
civil service pension as they 
were referred to it by the 
Lower House. 

In order to become laws, 
the two drafts should be en- 
ctorsed by His Majesty King 
Hussein. 6 


HONG KONG (AP) — Doo- 
tors assigned to treat Deng 
Xiaoping around the dad 
believe they can keep the 
Chinese senior leader alive 
for “at least three to fear 
months/' a Hong Kong da% 
said Tuesday. The Beijing- 
based team of more than 20 
specialists in Chinese and 
Western medicine was earlier 
this month renamed as 


A ■„ his name arm 

35 £ Jordanian people 

^"“Lnenf on rndias 

"ffSTKin* H-dn 

? Mr ’ Sharraa good 

S fc . nher p - 

Jordan opposition 
(ants 


A? 


Sh 


51 


ifth Syria 


j\MASCL'S I AFP I - 
ubniai] group? oppose .0 
t net 2b peace treaty wnn 
La called for increased 
Leo with Damascus to 
schemes aimed at 
jcakening the Arabs. 
Stria's state-run agency 
qjHA reported. Twelve de- 
fies from seven leftist and 
yab nationalist parries ar- 
here Tuesday on the 
jg visit by a Jordanian 
^position delegation to be 
anomiced publicly here. 
Vtj “hailed Syria for de- 
J w the interests of the 
Arab Nation and preserving 
0 dignity’ during the meet- 
ags with Syrian Vice- 
President Abdul Halim 
and ruling Baath 
Party Deputy Secretary 
General Abdullah Ahmar. 


emergency rescue group," 

the English-language Sonth rf , 

China Morning Post quoted^ iky expressed "support for [ 
sources in Beijing as savins, j a: policy followed bv Svria” } 
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Beijing as saying 
Despite Chinese government 
assurances that Mr. Deng u 
generally healthy for a man 
of 90, speculation about his 
condition intensified last 
week after Hong Kong news- 
papers reported that he re- 
cently fell seriously ill. The 
reports came after Mr. 
Deng’s daughter, Deng 
Rong, was quoted as saying 
that her father, who led Chi- 
na through more than a de- 
cade of huge social and eco- 
nomic change, can no longer 
stand and that his health is 
deteriorating by ’the day. 


Fergieback under 
Prince Andrew's 
roof 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Half of Israelis want to halt peace talks 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Fifty per cent of Israelis want the 
government to suspend peace negotiations with the Palesti- 
nians following Sunday's bombing which left 19 people 
according to a poll published Tuesday. The survey in 
the Maanv newspaper found 37 per cent in favour of 
continuing the talks. in line with the policy of Prime 
Minster Yitzhak Rabin. Thirteen per cent* voiced no 
opimn. The peii was taken Monday among 516 Jewish 
terpens and has an error margin of 4.5 per cent. Israeli 
Ifrime Minister Y itzhak Rabin pledged Mondav to for«e 
ahead with the peace process to achieve a' complete 
separation oetwee-n Israelis and Palestinians. 


Lebanon refused visas to Arab politicians 


{ , R L“ Rve members of parliament (MPs) have 
asked the Lebanese government why it did not grant visas 
to several .Arab nationalist and Islamic politicians to attend 
a meeting in Beirut this month, a parliamentarian said on 
^esday . bsam Naaman, one of the MPs, told Reuters 
police referred the visa applications for the Jan. 10-12 
meeting to Intenor .Minister Michel AI Murr, who did not 

MmSfr' EshS'S who include former Interior 

MwiSter Beshara Merhej who was replaced by Mr. Murr 

**** for 


Tantawi throws doubt on Arab-lsraeii peace 


!! X J! lai !^ ricm A . r ! Ion £ politicians 0 who did notreoei e^visas 


CAfRO fAFPj — Egypt's mufti, one of the country’s 
highest rsugious authorities, voiced doubt Tuesday over 
the prospect of Arab- Israeli peace amid a row with Israel 
o^er nuciear weapons. “I do not see reconciliation with 
romeope who wants to harm us." said Sheikh Mohammad 
Sayyed Tantawi in an interview with the Islamic opposition 
newspaper AJ Shaab. “Reconciliation is onlv made with a 
party which does not do us wrong.” the govemment- 
appomteti muff: replied to a question about the prospects 
of Middle East peace. Egypt says it will not sign a renewal 
of the nuc;ear Ncn-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) due in April 
un.ess Israel also joins up. Cairo reacted angrilv to an 
israei; foreign ministry report, leaked to the press' which 
urged retaliatory measures against Eevot for its 


were former Algerian Prime Minister Abdul Hs.nid A] 

aSS irrE an M E* a ? d e ?' Minisler khaq AI larhan. 
Rashid Ai Ghannoushi, London-based head of the Tuni- 
sian Renaissance movement, and exiled Moroccan opoosi- 

Sr Moh . ammad AI Basri, Mr. Naaman said^Th^y 
warned to attend a meeting of the follow-up committee of 
the Arab Nationalist-Islamic conference £ Brimf 


Turkey recovers smuggled antique 



ANKARA (R) — Turkey has recovered from a New York 
W an annque marble head smuggled abroad in 
IWj. state radio said on Tuesdav The mwu~ 
dating from 50 B.C. was sS frnnf p,ece 


who wan: 10 


rt our part we must prepare to punish those 
attack us/ he added. 




Bomb hoax at El AI office in Prague 

PRAGUE 


Kuwait happy Republicans dominate Senate 


— Fi.-jcc rn ._ae«u.v. ev.tg Uatec i ^ 
Prague o..* cg.% o, :s:asi i n a:r::ncs following a bomb 
hoax. CTK agency said. Police cleared the WenceMas 
Square area after an anonymous telephone caller warned of 
a bomb and a passerby alerted them to a suspicious ticking 
sound coming from a car parked in the square in from of 
the t! As offices. Bomb experts at the Scene 3 faiilru 


experts at the scene said a faulty 
car alarm was ibe source of the scare. The El AI offfice has 
received several fake bomb threats in the past month die 
news agency said. 
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0 decade as amba^ador to wShi^om 


LONDON (R) — Prince 
Andrew’s estranged wife, 
Sarah, has moved back tem- 
porarily into his house with 
their two young dau gh ter 
Britain's Sun newspaper re- 
ported. But the tabloid said 
the royal couple would have 
separate bedrooms and there 
was “no chance" of a recon- 
ciliation. Fergie, as she fe 
popularly known from he 
maiden name, Ferguson, was 
staying with Andrew white 
decorators prepared her new 
eight-bedroom home, the 
Sun said. She and Andrew 
separated in May, 1992. 

Prince Charles’s 
valet laid out 


LONDON (R) — Prince 
Qiarles’ personal valet res- 
igned in disgrace after being 
accused of telling a mass- 
circulation newspaper secrets 
of the royal heir’s lovelife. 
Ken Stronach, at the centrfi 
of the latest “serve and telT 
scandal to hit Britain's be- 
leaguered royal family, quit 
after admitting “gross fflisf 
conduct,” the prince's 
lawyers said. Mr. Stronacb- 
who was reported to bay* 
received a six-figure sum for 
his revelations, confessed to 
taking sneak photographs of 
the prince’s bedroom but de- 
nied leaking racy details of 
the prince's love life to the 
“fss^irailatjon News of the 
World last week. 


a policy 

sdcalled for increasing con- 
2 B with the Baath to “coor- 
aare efforts to foil schemes 
aed at weakening the 
tabs by imposing solutions 
mnabk to Israel," SANA 
sdded. The delegation was 
rited by the National Prog- 
Front, the Baath 
party-led coalition ruling 
Syria. 
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ftjRO (AFP) — Egypt's 
f®- spiritual leader of 
® Snnni muslims, said 
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Wednesday he would accept 
■ invitation to visit 


despite an Arab 
of official contacts 
^ the city’s Israeli occupa- 
authorities. Sheikh 
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Former Philippine 
leader sets price 
in family feud 


■MANILA (R) — Fortner 
Philippine President Corazon 
Aquino will reconcile with 
her daughter Kris only if the 
young woman drops the man 
who got her pregnant, a fa® 1 ” ' 
fy source said Tuesday. The 
family source, who asked notr 
to be identified, was com* 
raenting on Ms. Kris’s tearful 


a*Pt^ nSt ' the gov " 
J tie Fre n -L e ? er s muogled 

J* from l h n LiW 
feria and°n Se M- anest in 
*^«say, A ,i P “ bl >shcd on 
>' *?' c alled p ® e *hadj said 

&!!fad for 0 ™ Perform 

r « Just and 
it The n^° no . f thecri- 


aw ‘ ne Dlan n- cn_ 


. ? “ ‘aim!, 

fie drawn up j n 


Sft > ... 

Parties 


nearly a? pames 

21 


iJSplon. 'ETPgwier- 


M 0 


ovation 


^ r ®S»ir» Cceed 

^ k9tADc 


( iT-> 


appearance Monday night on 
national television 'when she 


apologised for causing a fatm-; 
ly scandal. 
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